Washington Square Lawn Renovation

Washington Square, located on 6th and walnut streets, is a serene park and historic landmark that hosts thousands of tourists each year.  During the Revolutionary War, Washington Square was used as a burial ground for troops and citizens from the Colonial army.  Following the Revolution, victims of the yellow fever epidemics were also buried in the square and the area became home to camp meetings and cattle markets.  Beginning in 1815, as neighborhoods surrounding the square were urbanized, improvement efforts also took place in the square.  In 1825, the park was named Washington Square to honor George Washington and a monument in tribute to the soldiers of the Revolutionary War was created, “The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier”.  The square is also home to the moon sycamore tree which was planted in 1975.  The tree was grown from seeds that had been carried to the moon by astronaut Stuart Roosa on the Apollo XIV mission. 

Currently, the Grounds Maintenance staff is renovating the lawns of Washington Square.  Annually, gardeners work to restore the lawns which suffer from damage due to constant traffic over the area.  The restoration process includes tilling the lawns (agricultural preparation of the soil by digging it up), adding compost, seeding, fertilizing and fencing the area off to re-stabilize and achieve healthy growth.  The process could take from a few hours to a few days depending on lawn size.        
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Adding Compost
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Aerating with Tractor
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Tilling Soil
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