Slavery, Precedents, and Presidents in the 1790s: 
A Public Gathering at Independence National Historical Park
Forum
Saturday, October 30, 2004, 12:30 p.m. - 3:30 pm at the Independence Visitor Center Ballroom located at 6th and Market Streets in Philadelphia, 


A Forum that featured a panel of regionally recognized scholars, the National Park Service [NPS], community groups, and other stakeholders interested in and invested in developing and designing new interpretation at the President's House site. This location, at Sixth and Market Streets, is where Presidents George Washington and John Adams lived and conducted their government business in the 1790s. Washington brought some of his slaves to this site and they lived and toiled with other members of his household during the years that our first president was guiding the development of the model of modern, republican government. The rediscovery of this information is especially significant in light of the contemporary trend towards constructing a more accessible, inclusive description of our past. Members of the panel and the audience explored the complexities and contradictions inherent in interpreting this historic site. In keeping with the U.S. House of Representatives Report 107-564 of 2003 which “urges the National park Service to appropriately commemorate concerns,” we discussed our hopes for a fitting commemoration of the enslaved Africans who toiled at the house. The commemoration will contribute to the growing international network of historic sites that present race and slavery. We discussed ways of interpreting the Executive Branch during its Philadelphia years. 

This Forum was designed for audience participation and was free and open to the public. The event began with a presentation at the President's House site and continued with an open Forum on the best ways to interpret and use the historic site. An onsite tour of the President's House location for interested registrants followed the indoor Forum at 3:30 p.m.

This Forum was presented through the partial sponsorship of the National Park Service’s Civic Engagement Program (more info), in partnership with The Historical Society of Pennsylvania and the Ad Hoc Historians. We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following persons and groups: Avenging the Ancestors Coalition (ATAC), Generations Unlimited, Mid Atlantic Regional Council for the Humanities (MARCH), Michael Mullan, the Atwater Kent Museum, and the Independence Visitor Center Corporation. Additional historical information can be found at Independence Hall Association's website. 

The results, speakers, and topics of the Forum are discussed in the Report on the Presidents' House Civic Engagement Forum. This report can be read on the "Forum Report" in the upper right side bar of this page.

