Independence National Historical Park

Interpretive Themes  
	Theme Title
and

Interpretive Theme Statement

	Some examples of concepts and ideas to be included in the theme.
	“Tangibles”

	
	
	Some Examples-- representing types of 
topics and stories 
that could be told under this concept – more topics may be added later
	Some Examples—representing types of locations and resources that could illustrate the concept. (May include sites in and outside the park) 

	Liberty: The Promises 
and the Paradoxes
The promises of liberty and equality granted in the founding documents present a paradox: not only are they ideals to strive for but also unfulfilled promises for people who struggle to be fully included as citizens of our nation.
	· The two sides of liberty—the promises and ideals articulated in founding documents like the Declaration and Constitution and the paradoxes faced by people over the years who struggled for liberty and equality.    

· People who took risks in the cause of liberty: signers, soldiers, ordinary people, the enslaved etc. (Provides “common ground” to discuss different types of people/different times.) 

· Conflicts about ideas of liberty and how to obtain it, as seen through debate, protests, riots, dialogue, art, and writing.

· Role of public dissent & the press in maintaining liberty 

· The irony and paradox of enslaved Africans living in the President’s House in Philadelphia; Washington’s role in rotating the enslaved servants out of PA to deny freedom. 
· Suffrage & political influence of various groups, example of free blacks property owners who won, lost and regained right to vote 
· The uneven path to manumission and emancipation.

· People who fought against injustice, both leaders & followers.

· Who can become a citizen and the responsibilities and privileges of citizenship.

· Tolerance and intolerance towards different religious beliefs
· Struggles for liberty and power, “haves” and “have nots”-class, religion, ethnic, racial, gender, etc.

· The modern application of 18th century political theory, for example in the civil rights movement 
· Philadelphia as vital link on the Underground Railroad.

· Other historic “sites of liberty” throughout the world. 
· Examines how one person can hold conflicting ideas at the same time. How popular opinion or common practice affects individuals and society. 


	Liberty Bell

Underground Railroad

President’s House

Deshler Morris House

Stories of signers, soldiers, ordinary people and enslaved people taking risks for liberty.

Free Quakers (reconciling politics and religious beliefs)

People: Jefferson, Bishop White, Washington, Oney Judge, Hercules,
BF Bache (Aurora), Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, Franklin & PA Abolitionist Society, Declaration & Constitution, Signers: Morris, Rush, 
Issue of suffrage for women: Abigail Adams,
First and Second Continental Congresses John & Sam Adams,

Declaration of Independence

U.S. Constitution

Articles of Confederation

Bill of Rights

Charter of Privileges

Protests for civil rights, 

Protests for Gay Rights

Ironies and issues of post 9/11 security at INDE


	Liberty Bell

Independence Hall

Independence Square

Deshler Morris House

President’s House

Franklin Court

Aurora Subscription Office

Military Museum

Bishop White House

Todd House

Free Quaker Meeting 

Washington Square

First Amendment areas

Historic Places of Worship  and burial grounds

Valley Forge NHP

Justice Bell

Morristown NHP

Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Address

Women’s Rights NHS

Alice Paul

Martin Luther King, Jr. NHS

Brown v. Board of Education NHS

Central High School NHS

National Archives

Monuments in Wash DC



	Theme
	Concepts and ideas included in the theme
	Topics, stories, people
	Sites related to theme

	E Pluribus Unum: 

Out of Many, One
The motto- E Pluribus Unum- meaning “out of many, one” illustrates a distinctive characteristic of the United States—a democratic nation of many states and diverse people with different cultures, beliefs, political ideas- which contributes to the dynamic tension and growth of  American society.
	· The range of diversity that makes up the United States—the different people, backgrounds, religious beliefs, political beliefs and political ideas. 

· The dynamic tension that results from these differences-and how this affects issues such as federal v. state control over banking, money, taxes, etc. 
· Protection of the expression of these diverse ideas is in the founding documents, such as the First Amendment of Constitution. 
· What are the common beliefs and ideals held by the people and diverse groups of the United States..    

· The effects of these differences, where they came from, what the effects are and how they continue.  

· Divisiveness and compromise: the range of different formal and informal ways change takes place in the US for example, legal means (legislative and judicial), debate, protest, boycotts, economic pressures, even military actions   

· The many “shades of gray” that can inform or comprise an issue.

· Trends and shifts in loyalty, positions, issues, ideas.

· The US never felt like a homogeneous population to 18th century people—only later did it seem so to people outside that society. How did they view their world?

· The issue of voluntary vs. involuntary inclusion in community such as the issue of enslaved and native Americans.  
· Issues of tolerance and intolerance.

· The continuing struggle to incorporate diverse voices, beliefs, opinions.
· How the American system of government has continued for so long despite constant and often vitriolic debate.   
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	1st Continental Congress

2nd Continental Congress

Participants in Congresses 
The Constitutional convention issues
The Great Compromise

(House & Senate) 

Bill of Rights, especially  

First Amendment

Federalist Papers

Anti-Federalists

Interpreting the Constitution

Treasury act

Federal v. state banks: Morris, Hamilton, Jefferson

Biddle, Jackson 

Tensions between: urban/rural, strong federal system/local control, etc.

How the government of US was created by and continues with the consent of “We the People”.

Penn’s “Holy Experiment” and religious liberties in PA

Philadelphia as the capital city-a place that tolerated people with different religious beliefs 

Yellow Fever Epidemics 

Narrative .. Proceedings of the Black People… by 

A. Jones, R. Allen

Steve Girard- Bush Hill Hospital 

Vitriolic political press and campaigns
 Benjamin Franklin Bache
Riots in Independence  Sq. 
Loyalists, patriots and all those in-between

The military: as vehicle for social change creating a single unit out of many parts -  Washington.

Foreign alliances and volunteers -Kosciuszko, Steuben, DeKalb, Lafayette, etc.


	Independence Hall

Congress Hall

West Wing Documents exhibit

Old City Hall

Independence Square

Washington Square

Military Museum

Todd House

Bishop White House

Franklin Court

Printing Office

Aurora Office

Carpenters Hall

Slate Roof House/Welcome Park

Second Bank

First Bank

Dock Creek area

Thaddeus Kosciuszko NM

Historic Places of Worship and burial grounds  in Philadelphia

American Philosophical Society 

Polish-American Cultural Center

PA Hospital



	Theme
	Concepts and ideas included in the theme
	Topics, stories, people
	Sites related to theme

	What was “revolutionary” about the American Revolution?

The American Revolution was the result of new ideas expressed in our founding documents, which created profound changes in power, perception and opportunity that continue to affect people in the United States and around the world.
	· Causes and effects of the American Revolution 
· The context of the revolutionary era—the Enlightenment and the Atlantic world in which these events took place.

· The political, religious, scientific and social ideas both good and bad that fostered revolutionary changes and their affects.
· The innovations and ideas that shaped the revolution and early years of US government.

· The uncertainty, fear and debate as brand new forms of government were created, tried and sometimes replaced.
· The effects on the people and the economy as ideas of government went from theory into practice.

· The influence of the American Revolution on other countries some who also experienced revolutions in their governments. 

· The American model of democracy, compared to monarchy or constitutional monarchy.
· The ideas that this was a “civil war”, not just the American Revolution. Includes stories of families, like the Franklins who were torn apart by political beliefs; groups such as Quakers whose neutrality was suspect to both sides, 

· How relevant is a 200 year old government system to our world today.  
	Declaration of Independence

U.S. Constitution

Articles of Confederation

Bill of Rights

PA Constitution of 1776
Charter of Privileges

VA Declaration of Rights
People/leaders: Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Franklin, Morris, Hamilton, 
 “ordinary people” such as 
The artisan/merchant class

 French Alliance 

The Enlightenment and

The Atlantic world
Slave trade
Abolition and anti slavery 

Petitions 

Scientific discovery

Transit of Venus

The Great Awakening

Popular press

Pa Gazette

Common Sense, The Crisis, by Thomas Paine
Precedents set in 1790’s by the Federal government &  Presidency

Checks and Balances
Federal Banking issues 

Commerce

US economic system

Supreme Court

Military under civilian power
Global impact of the Revolution

Revolutions in other countries


	I
Independence Hall

Independence Square

Congress Hall

American Philosophical Society buildings

Old City Hall

Washington Square 

President’s House 

Deshler-Morris

Franklin Court

Aurora Subscription Office 

Military Museum

First Bank of the United States

Site of the Treasury office 

Second Bank of the United States, 

Carpenters’ Hall

Historic Places of Worship and Burial grounds  

Franklin Institute

Bartram’s Garden
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	Benjamin Franklin- the relevant revolutionary 
Benjamin Franklin was revolutionary in his thinking and actions, he struggled to achieve liberty, but did not always extend it to others, and he worked to bring many people  together for a common goal.  


	· The evolution of a revolutionary and how the American Revolution split families between loyalists and patriots since Franklin’s son remained a loyalist.  

· A man of the enlightenment who used these ideas to change his life and the entire Atlantic world.

· The revolutionary changes and metamorphosis he went through during his lifetime including his revolutionary discoveries about electricity.  

· The two sides of liberty—one side represented by the noble words he signed in the Declaration of Independence and the other side seen his attempt to control his children’s choices (although they rebelled against him anyway.)

· How one person can hold conflicting ideas at the same time. 

· His change in conscience as he went from a small time slave owner and tacit supporter of enslavement to a supporter and the President of the Abolition movement in Pennsylvania at the end of his life

· How he was able to bring diverse groups and people together for a common goal such as fighting fires, building a library or writing a new constitution.  

· Divisiveness and compromise. The ability he cultivated to get people to agree.  

· He listened to diverse voices, beliefs and opinions and was willing to change his opinion.

· What it is that makes Franklin seem to be the most modern founding father. 


	Runaway apprentice printer – seeking liberty

Leather apron man 

Printer- Pa Gazette 

Poor Richards Almanac
Way  to Wealth

Join or Die Cartoon

power of the press, skill with words –use of humor

letters, pamphlets

Public Relations 

Creation of civic organizations – Fire Companies, Insurance Companies, Subscription Library, Pa. Hospital

Role of Science – electricity investigations,

Gulf stream mapping

Magic squares, Franklin Stove, no patents 

Politics,- local & national

Diplomacy – with UK  

& French Alliance  

Music as example of an educated person and 

Entertainment with friends

Personal effect of Revolution on families 

Loyalist son vs. patriot father 

Tolerance and support for various churches in Philadelphia

Declaration 

Constitution

Articles of Confederation

PA Constitution

The Enlightenment
Slave trade & Abolition


	Franklin Court

Site of Mansion house

(Ghost Structure)

Market Street Houses

U.S. Post Office

Printing Office

Fragments of FC

Underground Museum

Christ Church Burial Ground

Liberty Bell 

Carpenters’ Hall

American Philosophical Society Hall

Library Hall

Independence Hall

Military Museum

Portrait Gallery

Declaration House

City Tavern

Dock Creek Area 

PA Hospital

Thomas Bond House

Fireman’s Museum

Contributionship Insurance Company 

Elfreth’s Alley 

Christ Church and other historic places of worship
Franklin Institute

Bartram’s Garden

University of Pennsylvania
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