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Instructions:  Read the following proclamation that appeared on the front page of Rivington’s Royal 
Gazette in New York City on July 21, 1779.  Then answer the questions on the back. 

 
 
 

.  As the website states, “Save, print, and use these 
broadsides as you see fit.                                                                                                                                                                     

OVER 



Answer the following questions about the proclamation: 
 
 
• Who issued the proclamation? 

 

 

• Is the man who issued the proclamation a British general or an American general? 

 

 

 

• Why do you think the British general would want to protect farmers and encourage them to grow food? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Why do you think some people would want to destroy the food or the land? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you think that the publisher of Rivington’s Royal Gazette is a patriot or a Loyalist?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Images courtesy of http://www.loyalamericanregiment.org/broadsides.htm

 
 

 

Instructions:  Read the following proclamation that appeared on the front page of Rivington’s Royal 
Gazette in New York City on July 21, 1779.  Then answer the questions on the back. 

 
 
 

.  As the website states, “Save, print, and use these 
broadsides as you see fit.                                                                                                                                                                     

OVER 



Answer the following questions about the proclamation: 
 
 
• Who issued the proclamation? 

Sir Henry Clinton 

 

• Is the man who issued the proclamation a British general or an American general? 

Sir Henry Clinton was a British general. 

 

• Why do you think the British general would want to protect farmers and encourage them to grow food? 

The farmers were supplying the British troops with food. 

 

• Why do you think some people would want to destroy the food or the land? 

Patriots wanted to destroy the food and damage the farms to make it more difficult for the British army to get a 

food supply. 

 

• Do you think that the publisher of Rivington’s Royal Gazette is a patriot or a Loyalist?  Why? 

The publisher of Rivington’s Royal Gazette is a Loyalist because he prints the proclamations of the British 

army.  (Prior to the outbreak of war, James Rivington printed a balanced view of the issues.  However, the New 

York Sons of Liberty took exception to that fact.  If you were not an ally of the patriots, you must be an enemy.  

They burned Rivington in effigy.  After that, he printed for the Loyalists). 
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Answer the following questions about the proclamation: 
 
 
• Who issued the proclamation? 

 

 

 

• Is the man who issued the proclamation a British general or an American general? 

 

 

 

• Why do you think the British general would want to promise protection to the blacks who desert, or leave, 

the American army? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you think that Hedgehog, or any other publisher of a patriot newspaper, would print this proclamation?  

Why or why not? 
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Answer the following questions about the proclamation: 
 
 
• Who issued the proclamation? 

Sir Henry Clinton 

 

• Is the man who issued the proclamation a British general or an American general? 

Sir Henry Clinton is a British general. 

 

• Why do you think the British general would want to promise protection to the blacks who desert, or leave, 

the American army? 

 

The British wanted to weaken Washington’s army and build up their own.  (Blacks served in many roles in the 

patriot cause, including soldiers primarily in the New England states like Rhode Island, and sailors on privateer 

ship.  The British offered freedom to enslaved blacks who would fight for the Loyalist cause.  This promise did 

not always become a reality, but thousands of slaves did fight with the British). 

 

• Do you think that Hedgehog, or any other publisher of a patriot newspaper, would print this proclamation?  

Why or why not? 

 

No, Hedgehog would not print this proclamation.  Hedgehog’s Herald is a patriot publication.  By the third 

edition, it is clear that Hedgehog sympathizes with and supports the rebels.  The patriot press would not print 

anything that would aid the British during the Revolutionary War.  (However, The New Hampshire Gazette, Or, 

Exeter Morning Chronicle, did print a proclamation by Sir Henry Clinton in the July 13, 1776 edition.  The 

printer included it with this heading, “The following Copy of a Proclamation was taken from a Manuscript 

enclosed in a Letter from North-Carolina, and is inserted to shew our Readers what sort of Commissioners we 

are to expect.” 

 



 
 

OVER 

 
Instructions:  Read the following article that appeared on the front page of The New Hampshire 
Gazette, Or, Exeter Morning Chronicle on July 13, 1776.  Then, pretend you are a Loyalist and 
rewrite the story from the point of view of someone who sympathizes with the British.  The 
worksheet at the bottom should help you write your story on the back of this sheet. 
 
 

From The New Hampshire Gazette, Or, Exeter Morning Chronicle: 

New York, July 3, 1776 

“Last Saturday arrived at the Hook (like a swarm of Locusts, escaped from the bottomless 

Pit) a Fleet said to be 130 Sail of Ships and Vessels from Halifax, having on board General 

Howe, &c. sent out by the Tyrants of Great-Britain, after destroying the English 

Constitution there, on the pious Design of enslaving the British Colonies and plundering 

their Property at pleasure, or murdering them at once, and taking possession of all, as 

Ahab did of Naboth’s Vineyard. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Story Worksheet: 
 

Who:  The British fleet, including British General Howe 

 

What:  Arrived  

 

Where:  At the Hook in the American colonies 

 

When:  June 26, 1776 (the Saturday before July 3, 1776) 

 

Why:  To use military force to end the American rebellion 



 
 

 

 
Instructions:  Read the following article that appeared on the front page of The New Hampshire 
Gazette, Or, Exeter Morning Chronicle on July 13, 1776.  Then, pretend you are a Loyalist and 
rewrite the story from the point of view of someone who sympathizes with the British.  The 
worksheet at the bottom should help you write your story on the back of this sheet. 
 
 

From The New Hampshire Gazette, Or, Exeter Morning Chronicle: 

New York, July 3, 1776 

“Last Saturday arrived at the Hook (like a swarm of Locusts, escaped from the bottomless 

Pit) a Fleet said to be 130 Sail of Ships and Vessels from Halifax, having on board General 

Howe, &c. sent out by the Tyrants of Great-Britain, after destroying the English 

Constitution there, on the pious Design of enslaving the British Colonies and plundering 

their Property at pleasure, or murdering them at once, and taking possession of all, as 

Ahab did of Naboth’s Vineyard. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example of a rewritten story: 

 

New York, July 3, 1776 

A large British fleet with our hero General 

Howe arrived at the Hook this past Saturday, 

June 26, to restore peace to His Majesty’s 

British colonies in America.  Sent out by the 

merciful King and Parliament to protect loyal 

English citizens and their property, this fleet 

will overpower the miserable rebels who 

have brought death and destruction upon us.  

Story Worksheet: 
 

Who:  The British fleet, including British General Howe 

 

What:  Arrived  

 

Where:  At the Hook in the American colonies 

 

When:  June 26, 1776 (the Saturday before July 3, 1776) 

 

Why:  To use military force to end the American rebellion 
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