ORS Review Reminders -- Guidance for Conducted Activities

General Guidance

In addition to the core rubric elements, identify where and how the program provided resource immersion through directed experiences (or could have) and analyze/describe how those directed experiences were purposefully sequenced (or could have been) to develop a relevant idea. 


In a directed experience the interpreter effectively integrates interpretive narration with resource immersion techniques to focus visitors' attention on the physical resource at hand. The opportunities you identify should reflect the experiential nature of a successful program. If you find that most of the opportunities result from the interpreter’s narrative alone, rather than from techniques/directed experiences used to engage visitors with their surroundings, then the product may not be successful as a conducted activity, even though the narrative is interpretive. A successful conducted activity is more than just a moving talk. 

Opportunities Page

1) The first part of an opportunity analysis: identify a directed experience. A directed experience is a “package” – a combination of technique and interpretive narrative used by the interpreter to facilitate an immersion experience for the visitors – directing their attention to the resource and its meanings. 


The program used the following directed experience/immersion techniques to engage the audience with the site’s tangible resources (identify integration of narration and immersion techniques): 
2) The second part of an opportunity analysis is the same as other competencies – identify the intellectual and/or emotional descriptors that best characterize potential audience response.

3) The third part of an opportunity analysis is: A statement of the meaning (significance and/or relevance) -- that is developed, in this case, via the directed experience.

This whole package is the articulation of an opportunity.

Cohesive Development Page

The cohesive development of a relevant idea happens through the careful sequencing of directed experiences from location to location throughout the program, along with the use of meaningful transitions to link the experiences together. In this way, the conducted activity offers a physical and conceptual journey that can lead to greater awareness and appreciation of the resource. For a successful program, you should be able to articulate a purposeful ordering of ops related to the stops on the walk/tour – and/or how the ops build on each other over the course of the program. 
Consider the Whole Product Page
How much is enough – directed experiences vs. straight narration? Consider overall how much of the narration directs focus to the interpreter vs. how much of the narration directs focus to the resource throughout the course of the program. Does it encourage visitors to interact (actively or passively – looking, listening, visual comparisons, smelling, touching, identifying features, forecasting things to watch for, etc.) with the resources at hand? The usual “grey area” exists in borderline products when you need to consider what’s in the best developmental interest of the interpreter. 
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