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SAMPLE COMMENTS

Results of Peer Review

Certification Assessment for a Demonstration or Illustrated Program
Product Number: 220-0718-920-C
The certifiers determined that this submission demonstrates the certification standards because it... 


· Is successful as a catalyst in creating opportunities for audience members to form their own intellectual and emotional connections to the meanings/significance of the resource 

· Seemed appropriate for the audience 

· Provides a clear focus for audience connections with the resource(s) by demonstrating the cohesive development of a relevant idea or ideas through integration of media, activity or demonstration with interpretive narration, rather than relying primarily on a technical or factual description of what is being viewed or demonstrated 


Keep in mind that this is only a "point-in-time" assessment, and should not be construed as more than that. The standards for certification vary with each competency, and may take practice to understand and/or demonstrate consistently. The combined analysis of the reviewers is provided below. 

The certifiers identified the following ways in which the submission meets the certification standards: 
	Identify Opportunities for Connections to Meanings

	The program used the repetition of the concept of challenge and sound effects (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for comprehension (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel nostalgia and delight (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: The development of the Wrangell-St. Elias region was challenging on all levels; development and maintenance of infrastructure, working conditions and community sustainability.  
	

	The program used comparison to other significant projects in Alaska and statistics (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for understanding (intellectual connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Constructing a copper mine in Alaska was a great challenge requiring financing, speed, material and human resources.  
	

	
	

	The program used description and quotes from Kennecott residents, integrated with historical illustrations (i.e. the horse in snowshoes and the tennis court in mosquito netting) (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for awareness and recognition (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel admiration, amazement and astonishment (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Miners and their families adapted to the challenges of the rugged Alaskan wilderness and met their economic and social needs through innovation and perseverance.   
	


	Identify The Cohesive Development of a Relevant Idea(s)

	The program presented the relevant idea that: The history of the Kennecott area is a story of humans overcoming great challenges. This idea was cohesively developed -- through the integration of media, activity and/or demonstration with interpretive narration -- in the following ways: Using trip-hammers and repetition of the overall idea of challenge gave the program structure. Statistics of the area, storytelling of the people’s lives, and quotes of children all reinforced the idea of challenge. The use of sounds also facilitated audience immersion. Illustrations and imagery were integral to this program. Without these, it might have been hard to grasp the magnitude of the challenges to the families that lived in Kennecott. For example, images of the terrain and weather conditions were used to illustrate the harsh conditions the builders faced. In a place of extremes, the images helped reinforce the amazing innovations that are almost unimaginable. Pictures of horses wearing snowshoes helped convey how the builders moved materials through the snow and over mountain passes. Pictures of trains and buildings covered in snow helped illustrate the immense amount of snow that falls in the region. Pictures of the steep canyons and river valleys, the bridges built across wide rivers, and the enormity of glaciers were used to show just how challenging it would have been to build a bridge in the early 20th century.   
	




The certifiers provided the following suggestions or comments for this submission: 
The certifiers may not be familiar with your park or the specific constraints of your program. Their suggestions are intended to offer ideas which may or may not be adaptable for your program. Please consider these coaching ideas with an open mind toward how your program might be strengthened. 
	Suggestions or Additional Comments:

	Opportunities for intellectual connections to resource meanings:

	None 

	Opportunities for emotional connections to resource meanings:

	None 

	Cohesive development of a relevant idea:

	None 

	Integration of media, activity and/or demonstration with interpretive narration

	None 

	Other suggestions:

	On several occasions the statement of "notice the glaciers" was used. This might serve as a distraction from the relevant idea of challenge. The intent perhaps was to offer the audience an opportunity to consider the changes climatically to Kennecott. This potential opportunity might reinforce the relevant idea if it were presented as a "challenge" that the Kennecott area faces today. The program used the conclusion of "challenges that could not be overcome" with man's depletion of natural resources. The idea of man's impact climatically on Kennecott might be incorporated into this opportunity to make a powerful conclusion to the program. Using images of glaciers today along with images of glaciers of the past could also be used to illustrate this challenge. 

	Suggested developmental resources:

	None 
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