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Results of Peer Review

Certification Assessment for a Demonstration or Illustrated Program
Product Number: 220-0719-922-C
The certifiers determined that this submission is approaching certification standards because it... 


· Is successful as a catalyst in creating opportunities for audience members to form their own intellectual and emotional connections to the meanings/significance of the resource 

· Seemed appropriate for the audience 

· Is not fully successful in providing a clear focus for audience connections with the resource(s) by demonstrating the cohesive development of a relevant idea or ideas through integration of media, activity or demonstration with interpretive narration, rather than relying primarily on a technical or factual description of what is being viewed or demonstrated 


Keep in mind that this is only a "point-in-time" assessment, and should not be construed as more than that. The standards for certification vary with each competency, and may take practice to understand and/or demonstrate consistently. The combined analysis of the reviewers is provided below. 

The certifiers identified the following ways in which the submission partially meets the certification standards: 
	Identify Opportunities for Connections to Meanings

	The program used statistics and description integrated with photographs of huge sweeping vistas and a map of the park (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for recognition and comprehension (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel awe and amazement (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve and the wilderness character that it protects are both incomprehensibly enormous.   
	

	The program used listing and describing (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for recognition and awareness (intellectual connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Many different kinds of people, some whose names we recognize and others who are not well known, have made many attempts to find ways into the interior of Alaska for a variety of reasons.  
	

	The program used the Confucius quote, "it doesn't matter how slow you go, as long as you don't stop" and the statement "whatever you do, don't stop exploring, keep seeking adventure" (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities to feel amazement and inspiration (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Alaska provides many different opportunities for adventure, and for visitors to find their own “pot of gold” -- and it can be experienced on one's own terms.   
	

	The program used illustrations and a park map with the location of the hotel highlighted (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for orientation and recognition (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel empathy and delight (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: The hotel in which these visitors were staying was the center of activity along the Copper River, which historically puts them at the center of the action.   
	


	Identify The Cohesive Development of a Relevant Idea(s)

	The cohesive development of a relevant idea, through integration of media, activity and/or demonstration with interpretive narration, was not identified. Please see the Suggestions Section for details.  
	




The certifiers provided the following suggestions or comments for this submission: 
The certifiers may not be familiar with your park or the specific constraints of your program. Their suggestions are intended to offer ideas which may or may not be adaptable for your program. Please consider these coaching ideas with an open mind toward how your program might be strengthened. 
	Suggestions or Additional Comments:

	Opportunities for intellectual connections to resource meanings:

	None 

	Opportunities for emotional connections to resource meanings:

	In order to strengthen opportunities for visitors to make their own emotional connections to resource meanings, consider relating the idea of adventure to the audience themselves. Questioning or use of imagery that places the audience in or compares their experience to this story might help provide additional opportunities. For example, is there a way to compare the experiences, equipment or humorous stories of the historical figures introduced in the program to the people in the audience? Perhaps they all came to Alaska looking for adventure. How are they different? Perhaps the audience travelled in comfortable buses and have the option to raft the river for fun while the explorers found themselves in survival situations where they didn’t have a choice. 

	Cohesive development of a relevant idea:

	The program introduced the idea that Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve has lured people into adventures throughout time, and the park continues to lure modern visitors for unique adventures of their own. However, this idea did not seem to cohesively develop over the course of the program, nor did it serve as the primary focus for the audience to connect with meanings inherent to Wrangell-St. Elias. Consider if there is a way to direct the audience back to this idea with each major section of the program. If a segment of the program does not seem to support the main idea, perhaps it could be distracting the audience from the main idea and limiting their ability to focus on the most important point of the program. 

For example, can the ideas of recreational salmon fishing and subsistence living support the idea that people come to Alaska in search of adventure? Are there certain historic characters whose stories more closely align with this main idea? Are there certain characters whose stories, or portions of their story, detract from this main idea? A large portion of the program related the interpreter's own personal experience. Are there portions of that story which support the main idea that people are still coming to Alaska and experiencing their own kind of adventure? Are there portions of these personal recollections that might be distracting the audience from their own experiences and making it more difficult to make their own meaningful connections? Developing a relevant idea throughout the program with limited distractions or tangents could help provide the audience with a clear focus for their connections to the resource meanings of adventure and desire inherent in the stories of the people in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve. 

	Integration of media, activity and/or demonstration with interpretive narration

	There were several examples of media being integrated with the interpretive narration, including a map used repeatedly to show the location of the audience in relation to the stories of trails and rivers being explored, slides comparing the modern and historic hotel, the modern and historic bus service, even the series of slides showing modern and historic boats on the river. All of these examples seemed to tie directly back into the audience’s experiences compared with the adventurers who came before them. Consider if reducing the number of slides and choosing only those that best support the relevant idea might help focus the audience’s experiences back to the main idea. 
Also, consider inclusion of additional images that elicit feelings or provoke thought. One way to accomplish this is to identify the intangible meanings and universal concepts that each potential illustration may represent or portray, and then select those images that best complement/enhance the meanings and concepts in the text.

	Other suggestions:

	None 

	Suggested developmental resources:

	Essay on Interpretive Themes
Self-assessment Worksheet for Illustrated Programs 


Through this peer review program, and with the input provided above, we urge continued practice in order to successfully meet certification requirements. You can resubmit for this competency at any time. Please check the Interpretive Development Program website for updated curriculum and submission requirements. If you have questions about this review or the Interpretive Development Program, please contact the Training Manager for Interpretation and Education at Stephen T. Mather Training Center. Through this peer review program, and with the input provided above, we urge continued practice in order to successfully meet certification requirements. You can resubmit for this competency at any time. Please check the Interpretive Development Program website for updated curriculum and submission requirements. If you have questions about this review or the Interpretive Development Program, please contact the Training Manager for Interpretation and Education at Stephen T. Mather Training Center. Through this peer review program, and with the input provided above, we urge continued practice in order to successfully meet certification requirements. You can resubmit for this competency at any time. Please check the Interpretive Development Program website for updated curriculum and submission requirements. If you have questions about this review or the Interpretive Development Program, please contact the Training Manager for Interpretation and Education at Stephen T. Mather Training Center. Through this peer review program, and with the input provided above, we urge continued practice in order to successfully meet certification requirements. You can resubmit for this competency at any time. Please check the Interpretive Development Program website for updated curriculum and submission requirements. If you have questions about this review or the Interpretive Development Program, please contact the Training Manager for Interpretation and Education at Stephen T. Mather Training CeAn “approaching certification” designation indicates that although the submission may be partially effective, it did not fully meet all elements of the certification standard. Through this peer review program, and with the input provided above, we urge continued practice in order to successfully meet certification requirements. You can resubmit for this competency at any time. Please check the Interpretive Development Program website (www.nps.gov/idp/interp) for updated curriculum and submission requirements. If you have questions about this review or the Interpretive Development Program, please contact the Training Manager for Interpretation and Education at Stephen T. Mather Training Center.
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