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Results of Peer Review

Certification Assessment for a Conducted Activity
Product Number: 716  

Results for this review: The certifiers determined that this submission demonstrates the certification 

The certifiers identified the following ways in which the submission meets the certification standards: 
	Identify a Sequence of Opportunities for Connections to Meanings

	The program used props, discussion (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for cause and effect (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel curiosity (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: The iconic image of Smokey Bear and the discussion of the effects of U.S fire prevention policy demonstrate the modern American response to forest fire.   

	The program used observation, questions and in-place resources (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for understanding of relationships (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel surprise, respect (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Observing surrounding trees and vegetation can provide clues regarding the age and stages of a forest in succession, what succession is, and why it is important.  

	The program used guided discovery and comparison of burned and unburned areas (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for comprehension (intellectual connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Fire (a natural process) provides rejuvenation of the soil and forest vegetation which in turn provides food for deer, elk, birds, bears, and other wildlife.  

	The program used explanation, statistics (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for understanding of cause and effect (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel sadness or awe (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Past fire suppression policies created a recipe for a massive fire which resulted in tremendous loss of acreage in Glacier NP; lessons learned have brought about policy changes which value small, naturally-occurring, fires. Therefore, in Glacier National Park, fires are only suppressed when they occur near areas of human infrastructure.  

	The program used props, illustrations, description, explanation, and scenario (interpretive techniques) to develop opportunities for understanding cause and effect relationships (intellectual connections) and opportunities to feel amazement and respect (emotional connections) in relation to the following resource and its meanings: Forest plants and animals have evolved adaptations to fire and in some cases require intense fire to regenerate. This illustrates how fire plays a key role in keeping forest ecosystems dynamic and maintaining the bio-diversity of the Glacier National Park region.  


	Sequencing of Opportunities

	The opportunities for intellectual and emotional connection to resource meanings were sequenced in the following ways:

	Building from general to specific, the program introduced some basic cues about determining forest health and stages of succession. Through a series of examples, statistics, description and guided discovery at specific stops the program continued to present the idea that fire, as a natural process, is beneficial to a forest, and ultimately beneficial to humans who can enjoy the bio-diversity found at places like Glacier NP. Transitions between stops seemed to be used to effectively focus the audience on an "assignment" to look for, think about or imagine, or to forecast what would be seen at the next stop. 


	Identify The Cohesive Development of a Relevant Idea, Supported by a Series of Experiences

	The program presented the relevant idea that: Fire plays an important and natural role in maintaining the biodiversity in the forests of Glacier National Park. The cohesive development of this idea was supported by the following series of experiences: The program began by encouraging visitors to observe the characteristics of a mature forest. The program then guided the audience through a comparison of the mature forest with a recently burned area at a transition zone along the trail. What followed was a description and explanation of the value of fire in creating new habitat for wildlife and its effect on biodiversity. The program then provided the audience with an opportunity to reflect on conditions conducive to fire and hear a description of how forest management policy has influenced those conditions. The visitor was given opportunities to observe the effects of wildlife and plant adaptation to fire in a seriously burned portion of the forest and to reflect on fire's effect on the landscape as part of the dynamism of natural places.  




The certifiers provided the following suggestions or comments for this submission: 
The certifiers may not be familiar with your park or the specific constraints of your program. Their suggestions are intended to offer ideas which may or may not be adaptable for your program. Please consider these coaching ideas with an open mind toward how your program might be strengthened. 
	Suggestions or Additional Comments:

	Opportunities for intellectual connections to resource meanings:

	None 

	Opportunities for emotional connections to resource meanings:

	The opportunities for emotional connections in this activity seemed more implied than intentionally crafted. Perhaps consider more sustained opportunities for visitor reflection and interaction that could add to the audience's opportunity for emotional connection. Is there a quote or two that might highlight our human emotional connection to forests? 

	Sequencing of connection opportunities:

	None 

	Cohesive development of a relevant idea:

	None 

	Series of resource experiences (resource immersion):

	At several of the stops, the program provided visitors with meaningful resource immersion experiences, such as the observation and comparison of burned and unburned areas at the second and third stops. At some other stops it seemed that the physical resource was not fully utilized. Consider additional techniques that can be used to engage visitors with their surroundings, either actively or passively.

	Other suggestions or comments:

	None 

	Suggested developmental resources:

	None 
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