I NTERPRETI VE SKI LLS |

LESSON PLAN. 7

SESSI ON TI TLE: Tenporary and Travel ing Exhibits

SESSI ON LENGTH: 2 Hours PREPARED BY: G Bruff (1/92)
OBJECTIVES: At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

1)List 5 applications of tenporary or traveling exhibits and their respective
audi ences/ vi ewer s.

2)Describe 3 types of tenmporary or traveling exhibits fabricated in-house or
conmercially avail abl e.

3)List 4 "do's and don't's" of accepted tenporary or traveling exhibit maintenance.
List 4 "do's and don't's" of exhibit shipping practices.

4)Describe 5 elenents of traveling or tenporary exhibit design, layout, and typography
utilizing a range of accepted materials, lighting, etc.

TRAI NI NG Al DS

1) Panel gl ide System NPS 75th Anniversary, or other pre-devel oped traveling exhibit
froma park or regional office with a variety of illustrations, |abels, photographs,
etc.

2)Flip charts (2) and colored felt-tip nmarkers.

3)HFC Travel ing Exhibit portfolio produced by Susan Cadwal | ader

4)Various slides of high and low quality tenporary or traveling exhibits.

5) Exanpl es of pertinent volunes of "Gist", "Park Practice", or "Design" nmgazi nes
rel evant to traveling exhibits.

6) Sanpl es of books listed in Resource Guide for course, e.g. Good Show A Practical
GQuide for Tenporary Exhibits NOTE: |f funds exist, this book should be purchased
for each student or park represented by participants.

7) Exanpl es of various typestyles/materials including:

vinyl letters

dry transfer lettering, e.g. chartpak

three dimensional ceranmic or plastic letters

partial sheets of foantore, honpbsote, gatorboard, corrugated structural board
PVC board, e.g. sintra, mayatex.

sanpl e of di mension velcro

Canon Col or Copier high quality repros

HANDQUTS:
1) Handout s i ncl udi ng resource packet of col or photocopi es of existing sanples of

traveling exhibits conmpiled by Susan Cadwal | ader, HFC.
2) Product sheets from comercial exhibit conpanies.



Cont ent Met hod Ti ne
| . I NTRODUCTION to tenporary/traveling exhibits. Brainstorming | 20 m n.
wflip chart
SESSI ON obj ecti ves overvi ew.
WHAT is a tenp/trav exhibit?
One that is designed for short duration, special
enphasi s, | ow cost use
VWHY do we do tenp/trav exhibits?
Fill space tenporarily with quality interpretive nedia
Low cost special enphasis interpretation
WHERE we do tenp/trav exhibits?
Visitor centers
County fairs
Commerci al outreach
School s
Nur si ng hones
WHO do we do tenp/trav exhibits for?
Park visitors
General public
Tar get audi ence
HOW do we do 'enf
Bui | d oursel ves
Pur chase
Bor r ow
I11.OVERVI EW of Tenp/ Travel i ng Exhi bit Types Sli des 10 m n.
MATCH exanpl es on projected slides to lists on flip
charts. (check themoff as we |ook at them
DESCRI BE three types of tenp/trav exhibits. Smal | groups 30 M nutes

I n-park constructed
Commerci al ly purchased
HFC | oaned

Cl one of any of above

OVERVI EWfl at vs. three dinensional exhibits. Mention
circular traffic flowre: triangular or square ones,
crowmding in front of flat exhibits, disabled
accessi bl e.

presentation
before cl ass




Cont ent Met hod Ti ne

HAND QUT 4 sets of resource packets, divide up into 4

buzz groups and have them present as "sal espersons”

each of the followi ng types of tenp/trav exhibits:
-panel glide or simlar comercially avail able
-NPS 75t h Anniversary structural cardboard triangul ar

di splay or simlar

-hangi ng exhibit, e.g. posters, framed prints.
-case exhibit, e.g. Anasazi pottery
As each groups "ROUND ROBINS" the contents of the packet Smal | groups 30 mn.

they will discuss the nerits of each systemre: w presentatio

n before
-cost -strong/ weak points cl ass
-application-their opinion of utility
- audi ence
| V. ELEMENTS of design. Denonstration | 30 mn.
and student

| NTRODUCE el enents as restatenent of basic design nodul e participation

- put on flip chart to include the follow ng: in pairs
-typography/size, length, clarity
-l ayout/white space, bal ance
-materials, lighting
HAVE student assist setting up of Panel glide or other

avai |l abl e portable systemin front of class with

assi stance of instructor.
DI VI DE up tasks between groups of students including:
-renpve from case and unfol d exhibit
-place titles or headers
-pl ace photos or other illustrations
-place text or labels next to appropriate illustr.
-install lighting if available
CRITIQUE re: elenments of design...howdid they do?

Reward with goodies if appropriate.
V. PARK BUI LT exhibits. Lecture - 10 min.

OVERVI EW of possible materials
pl ywood, foantore, honpsote, etc

OVERVI EW of connecti ng hardware
OVERVI EW of illustrations and text

phot os nounted on foantore, nmasonite, PVC
text lam nated in plastic

show and tell




Cont ent Met hod Ti ne
VI.DO S AND DONT'S O Tenp/ Trav Exhibits Sl i des and 20 mn.
st udent
VI A slides, have students nake their own checklist of response
favor abl e/ unfavorabl e el ements of exhibits shown. filling out
check |i st
DO SDONT' S
freshf aded
schedul ed nai nt no nai nt
wel | nounted picscurl ed edges
cl ear gl ass/ pl exi scrat ched
accur ate typos/outdated
pl easi ngyeach!
Wi ch do you prefer to see?
VI . SHI PPI NG Lecture 5 M nutes
st udent
ASK students to fill in the blanks on a handout sheet as participation
i nstructor discusses shipping of exhibits. (You
provi de original of handout as you see fit).
-The best way to ship an exhibit is inits origina
cont ai ner.
-The best person to ship an exhibit is you.
-List three nethods of shipping hand carry, UPS, FED
Express, US Postal Service
VI . SUMVARY: Lecture 5-10
M nut es

HAND QUT resources list and briefly discuss re: NPS/ HFC
traveling exhibit program bare exhibit structures
avail abl e fromHFC, etc

END wi th overvi ew of phil osophy:

Exhi bits are used by nore visitors than any other nedi um

Each exhibit is a totally separate interpretive "event"
for a particular visitor. |If you find yourself
expl ai ni ng what the exhibit is about you are
probably m ssing sonething.

Exhi bits can take your nessage to those unable to visit
t he park.

YOUR exhibit will be viewed by perhaps thousands of

people...and nay be one of few or nany they take in

during their stay.




Resource Guide for Traveling/ Tenporary Exhibits

HANDQOUT

Good Show! A Practical Guide For Tenporary Exhibits by Lothar P. Wtteborg. Paper, 172
pages, $17.50 plus $2.50 shipping. Published by Smithsonian Institution

avail able fromSites

P. O Box 1949

Washi ngton, D.C. 20013

(note: new edition is being printed Jan '92. Wite for current price and information)

The Information Letter: News From Foanboards and Around the Wrld.

Free from Foanboards Conpany
Tol | Free: 1-800-362-6267

Exhibits For the Snall Miseum by Arminta Neal. Paper, 181 pages, $11.00. Published by
American Association for State and Local History.

avail abl e from AASLH
Order/Billing Departnent

172 Second Ave. North Suite 102
Nashville, TN 37201

Phone: (615) 255-2971

Maki ng Exhibit Labels: A Step By Step Guide by Beverly Serrell. Paper, 128 pages,
$12.50. Published by the Anerican Association for State and Local History.

avail abl e from AASLH
Order/Billing Departnent

172 Second Ave. North Suite 102
Nashville, TN 37201

Phone: (615) 255-2971

HFC Resource List on Traveling/ Tenporary Exhibits Includes trade publications,
phot ogr aphs/ col or phot ocopi es of exhibit sanples, price sheets, etc.

Conpi | ed by: Susan Cadwal | ader

Exhi bit Speci al i st

Har pers Ferry Center

Harpers Ferry West Virginia 25425
(304) 535-6096

Nati onal Park Service Traveling Exhibit Program |ncludes description of a wi de range
of Traveling Exhibits facilitated by HFC, shipping costs, how to schedule, etc.
Conpi |l ed by Susan Cadwal | ader. "Enpty" tenporary exhibit structures are avail able
through this programas well which each park devel ops materials to apply.

Regi onal Contact: Each regional Chief of Interpretation or Interpreter Planner is
responsible for facilitating this programin your region. Exanple: Nationa
Capitol Region contact is Pam Wst, Mdwest Region contact is Warren Bi el enberg.

For further reading:

Editing By Design by Jan V. Wite




