
E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C AE X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Meaningful MediaMeaningful Media

The Power of Text,The Power of Text,
Images, and Interpretive DesignImages, and Interpretive Design
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Foundational Planning for MediaFoundational Planning for Media

 Who does media planning?Who does media planning?
 What is media planning?What is media planning?
 Why plan your media project?Why plan your media project?
 When do you plan?When do you plan?
 How doHow do  you plan for a media project?you plan for a media project?
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Interpretive Structure of MediaInterpretive Structure of Media

An interpretive media product is:An interpretive media product is:

An organized structure orAn organized structure or  frameworkframework  of tangible/of tangible/

intangible links that intangible links that are effectively developedare effectively developed

through a through a planned associationplanned association of text, graphics, of text, graphics,

objects, design features, and other media elementsobjects, design features, and other media elements

to to facilitate opportunities for audiences to makefacilitate opportunities for audiences to make

their owntheir own  intellectual and emotional connectionsintellectual and emotional connections

to resource meanings.to resource meanings.
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Text Graphics

Design

Objects Location

Interpretive Media ElementsInterpretive Media ElementsInterpretive Media ElementsInterpretive Media Elements
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How does each element contribute toHow does each element contribute to
convey resource meanings?convey resource meanings?

Text Graphics

Design

Objects Location
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How do the elements How do the elements work togetherwork together to to
enhance access to resource meanings?enhance access to resource meanings?

Text Graphics

Design

Objects Location
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ALL elements work together forALL elements work together for
maximum access to maximum access to meaningsmeanings

The Power of Interpretive MediaThe Power of Interpretive Media

Meanings Meanings

Meanings

Meanings Meanings
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Two Skill SetsTwo Skill Sets
Interpretation Design

“Interpretive Design”
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Meaningful MediaMeaningful Media

Interpretive Text and TypographyInterpretive Text and Typography

National Park ServiceNational Park Service
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Types of WritingTypes of Writing

 Scientific or historicalScientific or historical
 TechnicalTechnical
 InformationalInformational
 Creative WritingCreative Writing
 Interpretive WritingInterpretive Writing
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Interpretive WritingInterpretive Writing

 Draws from any and all theseDraws from any and all these  writing styleswriting styles
 Intentionally provokes a responseIntentionally provokes a response
 Connects readers to the meanings and significanceConnects readers to the meanings and significance

of the resource(s) being interpretedof the resource(s) being interpreted
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Effective Interpretive WritingEffective Interpretive Writing

 Uses a variety of techniquesUses a variety of techniques
 DDevelops links to resource meaningsevelops links to resource meanings
 Provides clear focus for the readerProvides clear focus for the reader
 Says something meaningfulSays something meaningful
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Developing Meanings-based TextDeveloping Meanings-based Text
forfor Interpretive MediaInterpretive Media
 Establish the Establish the ““so whatso what””
 Consult with a designerConsult with a designer
 Write for the mediumWrite for the medium
 Look at graphics or thumbnail layouts as you writeLook at graphics or thumbnail layouts as you write
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Meaningful MediaMeaningful Media

Working with ImagesWorking with Images
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Meaningful Illustrations & ImagesMeaningful Illustrations & Images

 Identify the intangible meanings for each potentialIdentify the intangible meanings for each potential
image and which meanings are universal conceptsimage and which meanings are universal concepts

 Identify the potential opportunities for intellectualIdentify the potential opportunities for intellectual
and emotional connections to those meanings thatand emotional connections to those meanings that
may be presented just through the imagesmay be presented just through the images
themselvesthemselves

 Select the images that best enhance and amplifySelect the images that best enhance and amplify
the meanings in the textthe meanings in the text
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Interpretive Images AssignmentInterpretive Images Assignment

 Brainstorm a list of meanings that mightBrainstorm a list of meanings that might
be associated with each of the photos in thebe associated with each of the photos in the
handout.handout.
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Elements Working TogetherElements Working Together

 Analyze sample layout A and B for elements ofAnalyze sample layout A and B for elements of
interpretive content and compositioninterpretive content and composition

 Identify which example is more effectiveIdentify which example is more effective——
providing access to meaningsproviding access to meanings——and whyand why
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So What?So What?

 IntentionalityIntentionality
 InterpretiveInterpretive  DesignDesign

Using the principles of designUsing the principles of design
to offer audiences opportunitiesto offer audiences opportunities
for emotional and intellectualfor emotional and intellectual
connections to resource connections to resource meaningsmeaningsTMTM

 CollaborationCollaboration




