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OBJECTIVES: At the end of this session, participants wll

1. Nanme at |east three objects and explain how they woul d bg
interpretive potential in at |east two of the foll ow
historical, a recreational park site

2.List and describe at |east five of the presentation techn

3.Denonstrate at |east three of these techniques in an intdg

TRAI NI NG Al DS: Necessary props, necessary objects, flip char

rpretive progran

t.

be able to do the foll ow ng:

used to their best
ng settings: a nfatural, an

i ques shared in fthe class;

Cont ent

Met hod

Ti ne

. I NTRODUCTI ON--[ Two key considerations for the
instructor to keep in mnd throughout this session

1. All exanpl es, discussions, exercises should contain
a bal anced conbi nation of natural, historical, and
recreational park sites. Enmphasize the
simlarities, not the differences.

2. These interpretive techni ques shoul d be chosen and used
only because they are the nobst appropriate nethod
of presentation. These are NOT an end in
t hensel ves. ]

A. Set scene-We all present Interpretive programs to
the public on a variety of topics- sonme natural,
sone historical, some recreational. This week
we have been di scussing comuni cation skills,
program preparation, creativity, etc. Soon you
will be preparing an outline and presenting a
program But our talks are not just a
col lection of facts, date, outlines and thenes;
they have to touch the visitor in a way which

will allowthe message to strike home. If it
does not, your efforts are wasted and the
visitor will not receive the best possible

experi ence at your site.

One way to achieve a lasting inpression on the visitor is
to draw fromour Interpretive "bag of tricks" as
it is often described. An interpretive "bag of
tricks", these inportant techniques, nean both
tangi bl e objects or props, and the nore
i ntangi bl e program and comuni cati on t echni ques.

Either pull out "bag or have it sitting there
to pique curiosity.

Lecture

5 Mn
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I1.First we will |look at the use of an object in an
interpretive presentation

(Sometinmes we think in terns of magic. An actual magic
trick may be used.)

A. At many historical sites, the use of objects can
reinforce life conditions in a rather dramatic way.
By having a haversack for exanple, w th personal
itenms that a soldier would have used, allows us to
glinpse into the lives of historical people who
were involved with your site.

Have haversack (or your bag). Take out sone itens and
descri be how they m ght be used.

If just an historical object is used -for exanple, a
reproduction item which you can pass around - then
change enphasi s.

1. This process personalizes the relationship of the
historical site to the people - which today's
visitors can relate to

2.Also, it allows the visitors to utilize other senses of
touch and snel .

B. The use of resource artifacts (statues, furniture,
reproduction buildings, etc.) is a way we can
personal i ze the situation rather than just lecture
about it as might be done in a boring house tour

Exanpl es:

1. Personal furniture pieces which are original and
cannot be touched but put into human terms -
kitchen itens, bedroomitens, and specialty
itens might give us a view of the person/people.

i.e., The Waysi de House in Concord, MA has the
stand up desk used by Nathani el Hawt horne in
front of the window that he | ooked out fromthe
tower of his house to inspire his witing.

2.0, other roons or furnishings which had a

special nmeaning to the historical individua

whi ch m ght be shared with the visitor. 1i.e.,
(a) a roomin a hone m ght have had special neaning to

the famly or individual for positive/negative

reasons: FDR read to his children in one room

H W Longfellow s daughter was fatally burned in

one room of their house when her hair caught

fire froma lanp, etc

(b) These exanples could strike a personal chord with
visitors, allowing themto enpathize with these
i ndi vi dual s.

Lecture
Denonstrate

Pass ar ound

obj ect

Question
Di scussi on

Lecture
Di scussi on

15 M n.
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C. Natural Site

Actual ly have a bag or backpack with sone itens in it
whi ch one could use at a program- noss, field
gui des, hand | enses, etc.

1. Use of natural object - pass around one - hel ps
to better understand the resource.
- give exanple

2.Use of mannade objects or aids, helps us support
t hat under st andi ng.
- pass around
- use exanple

D. Caution in selection and use

1. Sonme historic, prehistoric and real natural itens
may not be appropriate to use for curatorial or
ethical reasons. Use a reproduction and | et
audi ence know.

2.Do not fall into trap of using itens as an end in
itself, i.e., fire gun just to hear a bang and
do it again.

E. G oup Exercise. Divide into groups, with flip chart
paper. Each nenber has to describe a programthat
they witnessed or perfornmed which used objects and
was nenorable. List in a few words the program and
the objects. Concentrate on the selection of the
object for its use: why was this object the best
way of illustrating the nessage?

Tape flip chart papers on walls, have each person quickly

descri be their experience and possi bl e show the
object to the group. Relate quickly the type of
sense or enotion it used or achieved. Discuss the
choi ce of the object.

BREAK

I'11.Besides physical objects, we also have a variety of

presentation techni ques which we may draw upon.
These intangi bl e techni ques can be consciously

i ncorporated into your programeither as a
continuous method or selectively used at a specific
st op.

Lecture 10 M n.
Denonstrati on

Lecture 10 M n.
Denonstrati on

G oup 15 in.
Exerci se
30 Mn.
5 Mn.
Lecture 5 Mn.
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A. Brai nst orm net hods which could be used. (As |ist Brainstorming | 10 Mn.
devel ops, tape up paper around the room) You
shoul d have a prepared list of methods that you
feel are inportant:

magi ¢ | ecture
guesti oni ng rol e playing
di scussi on experientia
forecasting surprise
story telling anecdot es
guot esmusi ¢
gui ded i magery denos
sensi ng

(Thi nk of nmany nore.)

B. After conpleted, focus discussion on defining the
terns, by different participants. Do severa
peopl e feel that one termneans a variety of

t hi ngs?
1. How woul d you use sone of these techniques and Di scussi on 15 Mn.
when?

2. How coul d you use these ideas to keep interest
and provide a change of pace if your flow is not
wor ki ng with your group?

C.Have participants wite down one exanple of an I ndi vi dual 15 Mn.
interpretive programthat they attended which could Exerci se
have been vastly inproved by the use of one of the
listed techniques.

1. Have trai nees nention a program

2.Have a few describe one of the situations; what
t hey woul d have changed and how it woul d have
i mproved the program

3. (Follow up with specific references where
techni ques may be found, or hand outs, or Bil
Lewi s book.)

I V. Concl usi on Questi oni ng 5 Mn.

Di scussi on

The effort here is to become aware of the variety of
techni ques which are avail able to enhance the
Interpretive experience.

A. Review - Ohjects - W can use itens |like
(ask for response).

Qui ck discussion of the reason for its use
Three or four exanples as tine all ows.
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B. Presentati on techni ques such as (ask for
response).

Qui ck discussion of the reason for its use.
Three or four exanples as tine all ows.
C. Revi ew sessi on obj ecti ves.

D. Conclude with a creative use of an object and a
t echni que.




