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APPENDIX A. Identification of Possible Trail Routes 

 
In addition to identifying a “Corridor of Opportunity” for the Ice Age NST, planners have found 

it useful and desirable to identify possible routes for the trail within the corridor.  Because of the 

corridor’s extensive width (generally 1-5 miles), identifying possible routes would focus efforts 

to establish the trail (time and money), and enable planners to design routes that best exemplify 

the trail’s mission and goals.  The trail was divided up into segments spanning the corridor’s 

entire length.  Again, since participation in the Ice Age NST project is voluntary, the trail’s 

ultimate location would be determined by the willingness of landowners to sell lands or grant 

permission to cross their property. 

 

To help design the alternative routes, the Ice Age NST Planning Team identified ten objectives 

listed below: 

 Trail should provide scenic vistas 

 Trail should traverse a variety of glacial features. 

 Trail links other significant archeological, historical, cultural, geographical, geological, 

and biological sites. 

 Trail utilizes public lands when possible. 

 Trail traverses through a variety of plant communities. 

 Trail has local landowner and town support. 

 Trail avoids development in rural areas. 

 Trail provides support facilities. 

 Trail links to communities. 

 Trail links other significant resource areas. 

 

After the possible trail routes were developed based on the ten objectives, the desirability of each 

alternative could be evaluated on the basis of criteria grouped into three broad categories of 

concern:  trail quality, environmental considerations, and sociological considerations. 

 

Trail quality is an assessment of each proposed route from the hiker’s point of view.  These 

criteria evaluate, as objectively as possible, how well each route meets the purpose and 

objectives of the Ice Age NST as set forth in the National Trails System Act.  The purpose of 

National Scenic Trail, as stated in the Act, is “to provide for maximum outdoor recreation 

potential and for the conservation and enjoyment of the nationally significant scenic, historic, 

natural, or cultural qualities of the areas through which such trails may pass” [16 U.S.C. 

1242(a)(3)].  Criteria studied under trail quality include: 
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 Length – the length of each proposed route.  Information was obtained from GIS digital 

files compiled by Marathon County. 

  

 Road Crossings – the identification and number of road crossings.  A high number of 

crossings may take away from the user’s experience of the trail and create a greater 

potential for accidents. 

 Diversity and Interest of Route – identifies the significant points of interest that are 

designed into each route to create a desirable hiking experience.  Elements evaluated may 

include significant geologic features, the amount of trail located in the sun and shade, 

amount of trail located on both hills and valleys, scenic views, and visually outstanding, 

unique or geographically limited plant communities.  Information was obtained from the 

Core Team members, aerial photographs, and topographic maps.  

 Existing development and the probability of future development (low, moderate, high) – 

the level of existing development and the degree to which each route is likely to be 

affected by future development.  Assessments of future development, while speculative, 

are based on extrapolations of current patterns of development.  Information was 

obtained from recent aerial photographs, detailed topographic maps and, where available, 

proposed land use from local land management plans.   

Environmental considerations are those impacts that the trail might have on the local natural 

resources.  Information on these impacts has been gathered by questioning Federal, State and 

County agencies, and interested private organizations and individuals.  A list of the agencies, 

organizations, and individuals contacted is in Section 9 of this document.  Criteria studied under 

environmental considerations include: 

 

 Construction Impacts/Number of Stream Crossings – an evaluation of each possible route 

based on the degree of development needed to construct the trail.  The assessment is 

based on slope, bridge installations, potential of soil erosion or excessive compaction, 

and impacts to wetlands, floodplains, and fisheries.  Information sources included, but 

were not limited to the WDNR Bureaus of Wildlife Management and Water Resources 

Management. 

 

 Rare, endangered, and threatened species – identifies if a route goes through an 

occurrence of a plant or animal species that have been identified by the Federal or State 

government as being endangered or threatened.  Information was obtained from the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, and WDNR Bureaus of Wildlife Management and Endangered 

Resources, and the University of Wisconsin’s environmental, biology, and natural 

resources experts. 
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Sociological considerations are those impacts that the trail might have on the local human 

environment, affected landowners, and communities through which the trail may pass.  Criteria 

studied under sociological considerations include: 

 

 Number of affected landowners – the number of landowners whose property might be 

crossed by each route. 

 Percentage of public land utilized – the percentage of public lands crossed in relation to 

the total length of the possible route. 

 Secondary benefits – potential positive outcomes resulting from the development of the 

trail through an area that affect public access, natural resource preservation or 

enhancement, or economic resources.  Information was obtained from local officials, 

University of Wisconsin staff, local chapters of the Ice Age Trail Alliance, and 

landowners. 

What it means if a possible trail route option goes through your property:  Participation by 

landowners in the Ice Age NST project is voluntary.  Planners recognize that actual trail 

placement will be modified due to the need for landowner acceptance and land-use constraints.   

The next section provides a summary of each possible route. 
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DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF POSSIBLE TRAIL ROUTES  

 

TABLE 1– Possible Trail Routes, Section #1 From Langlade County Line to Dells of the Eau 

Claire County Park 

 
 

Trail Quality 1A 1B* 1C* 1D* 

Approx. 
Segment Length 
(miles) 

7.36 5.91 6.38 2.07 

Road Crossings 3 Total                          
1- State Hiwy (52)   
2- Town Roads 

3 Total                          
1- State Hiwy (52)   
2- Town Roads 

3 Total                          
1- State Hwy (52)   2- 
Town Roads 

1 Total                          
1- Town Road 

Diversity and 
Interest of 
Route 

The land cover 
consists of 
forested uplands 
following the 
Hancock Terminal 
Moraine. The 
topography is 
typical of that 
found along the 
terminal moraine.  
It approaches the 
location of the 
former Aniwa Fire 
Tower at its 
northern end, one 
of the highest 
points along this 
route option, and 
may provide views 
of the Eau Claire 
River at its 
southern end. 

This possible route 
option follows the 
inside edge of the 
Hancock Terminal 
Moraine, where the 
topography is 
relatively flat.  A 
large, wet, pure cedar 
stand is located near 
its northern end.  This 
option may provide 
access and views of 
the Plover River, a 
class 1 Trout Stream. 

The land cover 
consists mostly of 
forested uplands.  
This option follows 
the leading edge of 
the Almond Moraine, 
and traverses a 
tunnel channel.  A 
pure cedar stand 
located within the 
SFA would need to 
be traversed via a 
boardwalk.  It may 
provide access and 
views of the Plover 
River, a class 1 Trout 
Stream. 

Land cover is 
forested 
uplands with 
bedrock 
outcroppings 

Existing 
Development 
and Probability 
of Future 
Development 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation 
of the existing 
woodlands is 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation of 
the existing 
woodlands is 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation of 
the existing 
woodlands is 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there 
is very little 
development in 
the area.  
Preservation of 
the existing 
woodlands is 
expected in the 
future. 
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Environmental 
Considerations 

        

Construction 
Impacts/Number 
of Stream 
Crossings 

Trail would 
primarily be built 
on upland 
locations utilizing 
side-hill methods 
and native surface.  
One secondary 
trailhead may need 
to be constructed. 

  Trail would primarily 
be built on upland 
locations utilizing 
side-hill methods and 
native surface, there 
is 1 small stream 
crossing and a short 
segment would need 
to be constructed as 
a boardwalk.     

Trail would 
primarily be 
built on upland 
locations 
utilizing side-hill 
methods and 
native surface.   

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species 
Identified by 
USFWS or 
WDNR BER 

        

Sociological 
Considerations 

        

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

17 11 8 4 

Landowner 
Interest 

Several 
landowners 
located along this 
possible route 
have indicated 
their support for 
Ice Age NST 

      

Public Lands 
and Rights-of-
way Used 

None 27%                           
1.59 Plover River 
State Fishery Area  

73%                             
4.65  Plover River 
State Fishery Area  

None 

Secondary 
Benefits 

  This option 
incorporates an 
existing WDNR 
parking lot. 

This options utilizes 
up to 3 existing  
WDNR parking 
areas. 

  

     

*NOTE- Option 1B and 1C must include Option 1D   
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TABLE 2— Section #2 Existing Trail Dells of the Eau Claire County Park 
  

Trail Quality 2  

 Approx. Segment Length 
(miles) 

2.3  

Road Crossings 0  

Diversity and Interest of 
Route 

This route follows the Eau Claire River as it cascades over 
outcrops of Precambrian-age rhyolite schist. .Within the county 
park, the rocky gorge and forested areas contain a northern 
mesic forest of hemlock, sugar maple, yellow birch, and mountain 
maple, the historic vegetation of the area 

 

Existing Development 
and Probability of Future 
Development 

None.  The trail traverses permanently protected county 
parklands, land and easements owned by the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance. 

 

Environmental 
Considerations 

   

Construction 
Impacts/Number of 
Stream Crossings 

NA-trail already exists.  

Endangered, Threatened, 
or Special Concern 
Species Identified by 
USFWS or WDNR BER 

None   

Sociological 
Considerations 

   

Number of Landowners 
Affected 

3  

Landowner Interest     

Public Lands and Rights-
of-way Used 

100%                           Dells of the Eau Claire County Park, 
easements 

 

Secondary Benefits Parking, water, restrooms, and camping is available at the Dells 
of the Eau Claire County Park.  There is an additional trailhead 
located at the segment's southern end off County Highway Z. 
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TABLE 3– Possible Trail Route, Section #3 From the Dells of the Eau Claire Park to Existing Trail 

at Partridge Lane (Ringle Segment) 

 
Trail Quality 3A 3B 

Approx. Segment 
Length (miles) 

2.51 3.4 

Road Crossings 1 Total          
1- County Road 

2 Total    
1- County Road             
1- Town Road 

Diversity and 
Interest of Route 

This option closely resembles the 
historic route of the trail through the 
area.  Several areas are wet, and a 
portion of the route follows a power 
line corridor, providing an opportunity 
to hike in a more open environment. 

This option may provide a drier 
alternative to the historic alignment of 
the trail, allowing access to a small 
scattering of kettle ponds in the area. 

Existing 
Development and 
Probability of Future 
Development 

Currently there is very little 
development in the area.  Preservation 
of the existing woodlands is expected 
in the future. 

Currently there is very little 
development in the area.  
Preservation of the existing 
woodlands is expected in the future. 

Environmental 
Considerations 

    

Construction 
Impacts/Number of 
Stream Crossings 

The area is poorly drained, and will 
require up to 3 stream crossings. 

Portions of the proposed route are 
poorly drained, and will require up to 
2 stream crossings.   

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species Identified by 
USFWS or WDNR 
BER 

    

Sociological 
Considerations 

    

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

5 12 

Landowner Interest     

Public Lands and 
Rights-of-way Used 

None None 

Secondary Benefits Closely Resembles historic trail 
alignment through area.  Parking is 
available off Partridge Road and at 
County Highway Z. 

Parking is available off Partridge 
Road and at County Highway Z. 
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TABLE 4– Section 4- Existing Ringle Segment, and alternate route 
  

Trail Quality 4A 4B 

Approx. Segment 
Length (miles) 

 6.01                        
 (4.99 plus 1.02 firelane to junction 
with Option # 5)                       
 7.31  (6.29 plus 1.02 firelane to 
existing Trailhead in Ringle) 

6.08                       
(5.06 plus 1.02 firelane to junction 
with          Option #5) 

Road Crossings 3 Total                         
1-County Road             
 2- Town Roads 

2 Total                          
1-County Road               
1- Town Roads 

Diversity and 
Interest of Route 

This option, which has existed in this 
location for 30 years, follows the 
terminal Hancock Moraine.  There are 
several existing benches and 
boardwalks in place.  The Klaver 
Kame, named afer an early settler in 
the area is located along this 
segment. 

This option, traverses the terminal 
moraine, it includes several small 
kettles and wetland areas. 

Existing 
Development and 
Probability of Future 
Development 

Currently, the majority of the lands 
through which the trail passes is 
owned by a single corporate 
landowner. This area may experience 
development in the future, particularly 
if the land is sold, owing to its 
proximity to the Highway 29 corridor 
and the city of Wausau.  

Currently, there is limited 
development in the area, due to some 
wet areas and lack of direct access. 
The area may experience 
development in the future, owing to its 
proximity to the Highway 29 corridor 
and the city of Wausau.  

Environmental 
Considerations 

    

Construction 
Impacts/Number of 
Stream Crossings 

Trail has existed in this location for 30 
years and may require some 
upgrading in future years.  

  

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species Identified by 
USFWS or WDNR 
BER 
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Sociological 
Considerations 

    

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

4 11 

Landowner Interest     

Public Lands and 
Rights-of-way Used 

22% *                          38%                                
Utilizes 1.72 of forested portion of 
county landfill to Ringle Trailhead 
(*.25 to junction with Option # 5), and 
1.06 of public ROW 

28%                             
1.75 public ROW  

Secondary Benefits   This option would require the use of a 
shorter segment of the multi-use 
Mountain Bay State Trail. 
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TABLE 5– Section #5- Mountain Bay Trail through Hatley to just south Hwy 29 
  

Trail Quality  5 

Approx. Segment 
Length (miles) 

3.65 

Road Crossings 2-Total (to Hatley)          
1-County Road              
1- Town Road 

Diversity and 
Interest of Route 

This segment utilizes the Mountain Bay State Trail, a multi-use trail constructed 
on a former RR bed through a Tunnel Channel.  Portions are located along 
existing sidewalks in the Village of Hatley.  The trail route utilizes a recently 
constructed pedestrian friendly highway overpass to cross Highway 29.  An 
unobstructed view through an impressive Tunnel Channel is available from the 
overpass. 

Existing 
Development and 
Probability of Future 
Development 

While the immediate area may experience future development, the existing 
route will not be effected. 

Environmental 
Considerations 

  

Construction 
Impacts/Number of 
Stream Crossings 

None, this option utilizes existing State Trail, sidewalks, and pedestrian-friendly 
highway overpass. 

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species Identified 
by USFWS or 
WDNR BER 

  

Sociological 
Considerations 

  

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

None, this option utilizes existing State Trail, and public right-of-way. 

Landowner Interest   

Public Lands and 
Rights-of-way Used 

100%                            
1.62 Mountain Bay State Trail, sidewalks within the Village of Hatley.   

Secondary Benefits A newly developed trailhead is located at the Village of Hatley Community 
Center adjacent to the Mountain Bay State Trail providing visibility and access 
for the village's population and users of this multi-county, multi-use state trail. 
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TABLE 6– Possible Trail Route, Section #6 from Hatley to Lost Lake. 
  

Trail Quality 6A 6B 6C 

Approx. Segment 
Length (miles) 

2.743 4.03 1.29 

Road Crossings 5- Total                     
 2-County Roads       
3- Town Roads 

1-Total                     
1 *Town Road 

None 

Diversity and 
Interest of Route 

This route follows the 
leading edge of the 
Almond Moraine 
before turning east to 
Lost Lake, a classic 
kettle lake.  Land 
cover is predominantly 
agricultural. 

This route provide access 
to one of the area's major 
geologic feature, a tunnel 
channel through the 
Almond Moraine.  As 
elevation is gained, the 
route provides for views 
across the Tunnel 
Channel.  Land cover is 
predominantly wooded 
uplands.  The segment 
terminates at Lost Lake, a 
classic kettle lake. 

This option incorporates 
several small ice-walled 
lake plains 

Existing 
Development and 
Probability of 
Future 
Development 

Scattered Residential 
development exists, 
including several 
homes located on the 
western edge of Lost 
Lake.  Future 
development is 
anticipated, 
particularly along the 
Plover River and 
County Highway Y. 

As the Village of Haltey 
grows, it is likely that the 
wooded elevations could 
become desirable as 
home sites.   Several 
homes already exist along 
the shores of Lost Lake.  

Scattered residential 
development exists in the 
area, however, there is 
limited road access at this 
time. 

Environmental 
Considerations 

      

Construction 
Impacts/Number of 
Stream Crossings 

  Trail would be built 
primarily on uplands using 
sustainable construction 
methods. 

  

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species Identified 
by USFWS or 
WDNR BER 
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Sociological 
Considerations 

      

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

19 11 6 

Landowner Interest        

Public Lands and 
Rights-of-way Used 

34%                         
.93 of this route 
options follows County 
Highway Y, and a low 
volume residential 
road.  There is a small 
public access site is 
located at Lost Lake. 

20%                           
.82 Sidewalks will be 
utilized within the 
developed area of Hatley.  
A small public access site 
is located at Lost Lake. 

None 

Secondary Benefits At Lost Lake there 
may be an opportunity 
to permanently protect 
much of the remaining 
lakeshore from 
development. 

At Lost Lake there may be 
an opportunity to 
permanently protect much 
of the remaining lakeshore 
from development.  It may 
be possible to develop a 
spur trail from the public 
access site at nearby Bass 
Lake. 

This option provides an 
opportunity to connect 6A 
and 6B 
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TABLE 7– Possible Route Options, Sectiont #7- Lost Lake to Mission Lake  
  

Trail Quality 7A 7B 7C 

Approx. 
Segment Length 
(miles) 

7.05 6.41 1.04 

Road Crossings 5 Total                      
 2- County Roads         
3- Town Roads 

4 Total                      
4- Town Roads 

1 Total                           
1- County Road 

Diversity and 
Interest of 
Route 

This route option 
generally follows the 
leading edge of the 
Almond Moraine and 
provides for views of the 
Plover River before 
reaching Mission Lake.  
This option bypasses 
both Rice Lake and 
Pike Lake 

This option traverses 
a landscape which 
includes extensive 
wetland areas.  It 
provides for a 
connection between 
Lost Lake, Rice lake, 
Pike Lake, and 
Mission Lake.   

This short option provides  
an opportunity to join 
segments 7A and & 7B, 
providing access to Pike 
Lake and the Plover River, 
respectively. 

Existing 
Development 
and Probability 
of Future 
Development 

Scattered Residential 
development exists.  
Future development is 
anticipated, particularly 
along the Plover River 
and County Highway Y. 

Pike Lake has a long 
history of 
development, with a 
well-established 
community along its 
shores. Development 
in the area is 
continuing, 
particularly along 
County Highway Y  

  

Environmental 
Considerations 

      

Construction 
Impacts/Number 
of Stream 
Crossings 

This option would 
involve 2 stream 
crossings and may 
require the construction 
of a secondary 
trailhead. 

Portions of this route 
contain wetlands and 
a small stream which 
may require the 
construction of a 
bridge and 
boardwalks. 

  

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species 
Identified by 
USFWS or 
WDNR BER 
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Sociological 
Considerations 

      

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

25 15 2 

Landowner 
Interrest  

      

Public Lands 
and Rights-of-
way Used 

5%                           .35  
within Mission Lake 
County Park. A small 
public access site is 
located at Lost Lake. 

18%                          
A small public access 
site is located at Lost 
Lake.  .25 of the 
proposed route 
follows County 
Highway Y ,and .89 
adjoins low volume 
access roads, 
including access road 
around Pike Lake. 

45%                           .47 of 
the proposed route follows 
a low volume residential 
access road around Pike 
Lake. 

Secondary 
Benefits 

Lands purchased for the 
trail may provide 
ecological benefits to 
the Plover River. 
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TABLE 8– Possible Route Options, Segment #8 Mission Lake to Little Wolf River at River Drive 
  

Trail Quality 8A* 8B* 8C* 8D* 

Approx. 
Segment Length 
(miles) 

4.73 5.83 1.75 0.92 

Road Crossings 4 Total                      
1- State Hwy (153)     
1- County Road          
2- Town Roads 

4 Total                      
1- State Hwy (153)     
3- Town Roads 

None None 

Diversity and 
Interest of 
Route 

This route options 
traverses the area 
between the 
Almond and 
Elderon Moraines 

This route options 
traverses the area 
between the 
Almond and 
Elderon Moraines 

This option 
provides for a 
connection 
between options 
8A and 8B.  It 
traverses some 
interesting 
topography of the 
Elderon Moraine. 

This options follows 
the Little Wolf River, 
providing for a 
connection between 
options 8A and 8B.  It 
incorporates and 
existing bridge which 
may be used to cross 
the river. 

Existing 
Development 
and Probability 
of Future 
Development 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation 
of existing land use 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation 
of existing land use 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation 
of existing land use 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation of 
existing land use 
expected in the 
future. 

Environmental 
Considerations 

        

Construction 
Impacts/Number 
of Stream 
Crossings 

This option 
involves 1 stream 
crossing in addition 
to an existing 
bridge over the 
Little Wolfe River at 
River Road. 

This option involves 
3 stream crossings, 
including one at the 
Little Wolf River 
south of River 
Road. 

    

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species 
Identified by 
USFWS or 
WDNR BER 
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Sociological 
Considerations 

        

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

16 19 7 2 

Landowner 
Interest  

        

Public Lands 
and Rights-of-
way Used 

None None None None 

Secondary 
Benefits 

 Lands purchased 
for the trail may 
provide ecological 
benefits to the Little 
Wolf River and it's 
tributaries. 

 Lands purchased 
for the trail may 
provide ecological 
benefits to the Little 
Wolf River and it's 
tributaries. 

 Lands purchased 
for the trail may 
provide ecological 
benefits to the 
Little Wolf River 
and it's tributaries. 

 Lands purchased for 
the trail may provide 
ecological benefits to 
the Little Wolf River 
and it’s tributaries. 

 *Both Options 8C and 8D incorporate sections of either Option 8A and/or 8B. 

 



 

 

 

 

90 

 

 

TABLE 9– Possible Route Options, Segment #9 River Drive to approved Portage County 

Corridor. 
  

Trail Quality 9A * 9B 9C* 9D * 

Approx. 
Segment Length 
(miles) 

6.21 5.94 2.84 2.86 

Road Crossings 6 Total                       
1- State Hwy (49)    
1- County Road          
4- Town Roads    

4 Total                      
2- County Roads          
2- Town Roads    

None 2 Total                         
1- State Hwy (49)    
1- Town Road    

Diversity and 
Interest of 
Route 

Traverses a series 
of wooded ridges 
and includes an 
outstanding valley 
view.  Landforms 
traversed are 
considered to be 
an excellent 
example of 
stagnant-ice 
topography.  
Provides for 
connection to 
proposed routes in 
Portage County via 
a public road 
around the north 
side of Penny Lake 
with lake views. 

Passes through the 
community of 
Galloway.  
Connects directly to 
WDNR property 
across 
Portage/Marathon 
County Line 

Provides for 
connection between 
options 9A and 9C 
including access to 
Galloway from route 
9A and views of 
Stenson Lake, utilizes 
old RR bed. 

Provides for 
connection to 
proposed routes in 
Portage County via a 
public road around 
the south side of 
Penny Lake with lake 
views. 

Existing 
Development 
and Probability 
of Future 
Development 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area.  Preservation 
of existing land use 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is 
very little 
development in the 
area, however 
there may be some 
additional 
development near 
Galloway.  
Preservation of 
existing land use  
beyond Galloway is 
expected in the 
future. 

Currently there is very 
little development in 
the area, however 
there may be some 
additional 
development near 
Galloway.  
Preservation of 
existing land use  
beyond Galloway is 
expected in the future. 

Much of the lakefront 
access around Three 
Lakes had been 
developed, there is a 
possibility of 
additional 
development in the 
future. 



 

 

 

 

91 

 

Environmental 
Considerations 

        

Construction 
Impacts/Number 
of Stream 
Crossings 

This options would 
require 1 stream 
crossing and may 
require the 
construction of a 
secondary 
trailhead. 

  Would require 
construction of bridge 
across the Little Wolf 
River in Portage 
County and possibly 
the construction of a 
secondary trailhead. 

This option would 
require 1 stream 
crossing in Marathon 
County and the 
construction of a 
bridge over Klondike 
Creek in Portage 
County. 

Endangered, 
Threatened, or 
Special Concern 
Species 
Identified by 
USFWS or 
WDNR BER 

        

Sociological 
Considerations 

        

Number of 
Landowners 
Affected 

15 22 9 4 

Landowner 
Interest 

        

Public Lands 
and Rights-of-
way Used 

5%                          
.3 on north Tree 
Lake access route, 
includes Peterson 
County Park. 

None None 44%                            
1.27 on south Tree 
Lake access road, 
includes Peterson 
County Park and 
Boat Launch. 

Secondary 
Benefits 

Would provide 
residents of Three 
Lakes with 
additional 
recreational 
opportunities.  
Lands puchased 
for the trail may 
provide ecological 
benefits to the Little 
Wolf River and it's 
tributaries. 

 Lands purchased 
for the trail may 
provide ecological 
benefits to the Little 
Wolf River and it's 
tributaries. 

 Lands purchased for 
the trail may provide 
ecological benefits to 
the Little Wolf River 
and it's tributaries. 

Would provide 
residents of Three 
Lakes with additional 
recreational 
opportunities. 

     

 * Option 9D would include first ------ miles of Option 9A  

 * Option 9C would incorporate portions of 9A and/or 9B.  
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Map 1 

 

The northern portion of the proposed Ice Age National Scenic Trial (NST) “Corridor of 

Opportunity” begins at the Langlade County line in the Town of Harrison.  It heads southwest 

following the Hancock and Almond Moraines.  Both moraines are ridges formed by unsorted 

gravel, sand, and boulders carried by the glacier and deposited at various times along its outer 

edge, with the Hancock Moraine being the older of the two.  In most areas the fronts of these 

moraines are steep, the tops hummocky and boulders are common on the surface.  The Plover 

River flows between the moraines as the Eau Claire River winds along the face of the Hancock 

Moraine to the west. Each river provides important wildlife habitat and offers outstanding 

recreational opportunities, with the Plover River considered to be a Class 1 trout stream   In this 

area, the possible route options shown for the trail include one which highlights the Hancock 

Moraine (Option 1A), and two which traverse the Almond Moraine through the Plover River 

State Fishery Area (Options 1B and 1C).  All of the possible route options eventually leave the 

moraines west of North Pole Road in order to connect with an existing segment of the Ice Age 

NST which showcases the outstanding geologic features found in the Dells of the Eau Claire 

County Park (Option 2).   
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Insert MAP 1 

Possible Route Options 
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Map 2 
 

A 2.3 mile segment of the Ice Age NST winds through the scenic Dells of the Eau Claire County 

Park and along the Eau Claire River (Option 2).  Here the river cascades over outcrops of 

Precambrian-age mylonite, and the current strong enough to produce a series of potholes, formed 

by the grinding action of swirling sand and gravel.  This is a popular park where swimming, 

camping, and hiking are enjoyed by the many people who visit.  It serves as a primary trailhead 

for the Ice Age NST and includes several historic structures built by the Civilian Conservation 

Corps in the 1930’s.  The existing trail segment currently ends at a trailhead located immediately 

north of County Trunk Z.  Another trail segment was historically located south of County Trunk 

Z, but this segment was closed several years ago because of wet conditions.  One of the possible 

route options shown resembles the historic alignment (Option 3A), the other possible route 

option may provide a drier, more sustainable alternative (Option 3B).  The Ringle segment of the 

Ice Age NST begins here at the intersection of Partridge Road and the firelane (Option 4A).  

Here the trail climbs for a mile returning to the top of the Hancock Moraine. Once atop the 

Hancock Moraine, the trail continues for more than 6 miles highlighting the terminal moraine 

and its typical kettle and kame topography.  Even though the Ringle segment of the Ice Age NST 

has been on the ground for more than 30 years, it is not considered to be permanently protected, 

so an alternative route is being shown (Option 4B). 
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Insert MAP 2 

Possible Route Options  
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Map 3 
 

The Ringle Segment continues south along the top of the Hancock Moraine.  The Klaver Kame, 

named after an early settler, is located along the trail about halfway between Molebrook and 

Poplar Roads.    The Ringle Segment currently ends at 2
nd

 Avenue in the Town of Ringle after 

skirting the western edge of the County Landfill.  The major geologic feature besides the 

Hancock Moraine in this part of the Ice Age NST “Corridor of Opportunity” is a well-defined 

tunnel channel which is now occupied by State Highway 29 and the Mountain Bay State Trail.  

This distinctive tunnel channel was created by a fast moving river under the glacier.  The 

Mountain Bay State Trail (Option 5) provides an excellent opportunity to view the tunnel 

channel and take the trail into the Village of Hatley.  A trailhead with available parking, a kiosk, 

restrooms, and water is located at the Hatley Community Center.  Following sidewalks through 

town, the proposed route option utilizes a pedestrian-friendly overpass to cross State Highway 

29.   Moving south from Hatley, the landscape becomes more agricultural in nature, with 

woodlands being found predominantly in those areas which are too steep or wet to farm.  Here 

one possible route option for the trail follows the leading edge of the Almond Moraine (Option 

6A), and another passes through the tunnel channel then turns south following the back side of 

the moraine (Option 6B).  Both options converge at Lost Lake, an excellent example of a kettle 

lake before diverging once again and heading south.   
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Insert Map 3 

Possible Route Options 
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Map 4 

 
Moving south from Lost Lake, one possible route option (Option 7A) generally follows the front 

edge of the Almond Moraine and the Plover River, and includes an opportunity for a connection 

to Pike Lake, where limited services such as food and supplies are available (Option 7C).  The 

second option follows the top of the Almond Moraine and connects a series of kettle lakes; Lost 

Lake, Rice Lake, Pike Lake, and Mission Lake (Option 7B).  Both of these possible route options 

converge at Mission Lake County Park.  This 113-acre park is one of the most popular parks in 

the county and includes a boat launch, beach, picnic shelter, and playground.  It also provides 

ample parking, restrooms, and water and could serve as a trailhead.  Leaving the park, the 

possible route options move from the Almond Moraine to the Elderon Moraine (Options 8A, 8B, 

and 8C). The formation of the Elderon Moraine differed from the Hancock and Almond 

Moraines resulting in a series of narrow discontinuous ridges lacking broad areas of hummocky 

topography, tunnel channels, and ice-walled lake plains.  Many of the streams which begin at or 

near the base of the Almond Moraine actually flow southeast through the many interrupted 

sections of the Elderon Moraine to join the Little Wolf River.   
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Insert MAP 4 

Possible Route Options 
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Map 5 
 

Completing the transition between the Almond and Elderon Moraines, the Ice Age NST 

“Corridor of Opportunity” continues southeast towards Portage County and its approved 

corridor.  The possible route options of the transition diverge immediately south of River Road, 

having crossed the Little Wolf River (Option 8D).  Here the sandy soil is ideal for growing 

potatoes.  The western possible route option (Option 9A and 9D) traverses a series of ridges, 

which are individual segments of the Elderon Moraine, offering views of the surrounding 

countryside, and an opportunity to connect to Galloway (Option 9C).  In order to provide 

additional, safe options for routing the trail into Portage County, a slight expansion of the 

existing Portage County corridor to the west is being proposed.  This expansion is bounded by 

Saumer Road, County Road A and Bobsiding Road.  The western possible route options enter 

Portage County near the Community of Three Lakes, and Peterson County Park, where parking, 

restrooms, and water are available.  The eastern possible route option (Option 9B) also 

incorporates the interrupted sections of the Elderon Moraine, passing through Galloway on route 

to the Little Wolf River State Fishery Area in Portage County.  
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Insert MAP 5 

Possible Route Options 


