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A. INTRODUCTION 
 

1. Superintendent’s Compendium Described 
 

The Superintendent’s Compendium is the summary of park specific rules implemented under 36 
Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR).  It serves as public notice, identifies areas closed for 
public use, provides a list of activities requiring either a special use permit or reservation, and 
elaborates on public use and resource protection regulations pertaining specifically to the 
administration of the park.  The Superintendent’s Compendium does not repeat regulations found 
in 36 CFR and other United States Code and CFR Titles, which are enforced without further 
elaboration at the park level. 
 
The regulations contained in 36 CFR, Parts 1-7, are the basic mechanism used by the National 
Park Service (NPS) to preserve and protect the natural and cultural resources of the park and to 
protect visitors and property within the park.  Parts 1 through 6 are general regulations applicable 
to all areas of the National Park system, and Part 7 contains special regulations specific to 
individual parks.  Each of these Parts has many sections and subsections articulating specific 
provisions.  Within some of these Part 1-7 sections and subsections, the Superintendent is 
granted discretionary authority to develop local rules to be responsive to the needs of a specific 
park resource or activity, park plan, program, and/or special needs of the general public. 
 
As an example, 36 CFR 1.5(a) Closures and Public Use Limits provides the Superintendent 
certain discretion in allowing or disallowing certain activities.  The authority granted by the 
Section, however, requires the Superintendent to comply with the Administrative Procedures Act 
(6 USC Section 551), which requires public notice on actions with major impact on visitor use 
patterns, park resources or those that are highly controversial in nature. 
 
Another example is 36 CFR 1.6 Permits, which allows the Superintendent to require a permit for 
certain uses and activities in the park.  This Section, however, requires that a list of activities 
needing a permit (and a fee schedule for the various types of permits) be maintained by the park. 
 
A final example is 36 CFR 2.1(c) (1) Preservation of Natural, Cultural and Archeological 
Resources, which provides the Superintendent the authority to designate certain fruits, nuts, 
berries or unoccupied seashells which may be gathered by hand for personal use or 
consumption.  This activity can occur, however, only if a written determination shows that the 
allowed activity does not adversely affect park wildlife, the reproductive potential of a plant 
species, or otherwise adversely affect park resources. 
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This Compendium should be used in conjunction with Title 36 CFR, Parts 1-7, to more fully 
understand the regulations governing the use and enjoyment of all the areas of the national Park 
System. 

 
A copy of Title 36, CFR, can be purchased from the U.S. Government Printing Office at: 
 
Superintendent of Documents 
P.O. Box 371954 
Pittsburgh, PA  15250-7954 
 
The CFR is also available on the Internet at:  
 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_05/36cfrv1_05.html 

 
  2.  Laws and Policies Allowing the Superintendent to Develop This Compendium 

 
The National Park Service (NPS) is granted broad statutory authority under 16 United States 
Code (U.S.C.) Section 1 et.seq. (Organic Act of 1916, as amended) to “…regulate the use of the 
Federal areas known as national parks, monuments, and reservations…by such means and 
measures as conform to the fundamental purposes of the said parks…which purpose is to 
conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wildlife therein and to provide 
for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired 
for the enjoyment for future generations” (16 U.S.C. Section 1).  In addition, the NPS Organic Act 
allows the NPS, through the Secretary of the Interior, to “make and publish such rules and 
regulations as he may deem necessary or proper for the use and management of the parks, 
monuments, and reservations under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service” (16 U.S.C. 
Section 3). 
 
In 1970, Congress amended the NPS Organic Act to clarify its intentions as to the overall mission 
of the NPS.  Through the General Authorities Act of 1970 (16 U.S.C. Sections 1a1-1a8), 
Congress brought all areas administered by the NPS into one National Park System and directed 
the NPS to manage all areas under its administration consistent with the Organic Act of 1916. 
 
In 1978, Congress amended the General Authorities Act of 1970 and reasserted System-wide the 
high standard of protection defined in the original Organic Act by stating “Congress further 
reaffirms, declares, and directs that the promotion and regulation of the various areas of the 
National Park System, as defined by Section 1 of this Title, shall be consistent with and founded 
in the purpose established by Section 1 of this Title, to the common benefit of all people of the 
United States.” 
 
16 U.S.C. Section 1c defines the National Park System as”…any areas of land and water now or 
hereafter administered by the Secretary of the Interior through the National Park Service for park, 
monument, historic, parkway, recreational, or other purposes.” 
 
In addition to the above statutory authority, the Superintendent is guided by established NPS 
policy as found in the NPS Management Policies (2006).  The Superintendent is also guided by 
more specific policies promulgated by the Director, National Park Service, in the form of Director’s 
Orders.  As stated in the Management Policies, the primary responsibility of the NPS is to protect 
and preserve our national natural and cultural resources while providing for the enjoyment of 
these resources by visitor and other users, as long as use does not impair specific park resources 
or overall visitor experience.  The appropriateness of any particular visitor use or recreational 
experience is resource-based and will vary from park to park; therefore, a use or activity that is 
appropriate in one park area may not be appropriate in another.  The Superintendent is directed 
to analyze overall park use and determine if any particular use is appropriate.  Where conflict 
arises between use and resource protection, where the Superintendent has a reasonable basis to 
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believe a resource is or would become impaired, than that Superintendent is obliged to place 
limitations on public use. 
 

3.  Consistency of This Compendium with Applicable Federal Law and Requirements 
 

The Superintendent’s Compendium is not considered a significant rule requiring review by the 
Office of Management and Budget under Executive Order 12866.  In addition, this Compendium 
will not have a significant economic effect on a number of small entities nor impose a significant 
cost on any local, state or tribal government or private organization, and therefore does not fall 
under the requirements of either the Regulatory Flexibility Act or the Unfunded Mandates Reform 
Act. 
 
The actions and requirements described in this Compendium are found to be categorically 
excluded from further compliance with the procedural requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) in Department of the Interior (DOI) Guidelines 516 DM 6 and as such, an 
Environmental Assessment will not be prepared. 

 
4.  Development of the Requirements of the Superintendent’s Compendium 

 
As outlined above, the NPS has broad authority and responsibility to determine what types of 
uses and activities are appropriate in any particular National Park System area.  The 
requirements of the Superintendent’s Compendium are developed through an analysis and 
determination process.  The decision criteria used during this process are: 
 

• Is there use or activity consistent with the NPS Organic Act and NPS policy? 
• Is the use or activity consistent and compatible with the park’s enabling legislation, 

management objectives, and corresponding management plans? 
• Will the use or activity damage the park’s protected natural and cultural resources and 

other protected values? 
• Will the use or activity disturb or be in conflict with wildlife, vegetation, and environmental 

protection actions and values? 
• Will the use or activity conflict with or be incompatible with traditional park uses and 

activities? 
• Will the use or activity compromise employee or public safety? 

 
5.  Applicability of the Compendium 

 
The rules contained in this Compendium apply to all persons entering, using, visiting or otherwise 
present on Federally owned lands, including submerged lands, and waters administered by the 
NPS within the legislative boundaries of the park.  This includes all waters subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, including all navigable waters. 

 
6.  Enforcement of Compendium Requirements 

 
NPS Law Enforcement Park Rangers enforce the requirements of the United State Code, 36 
CFR, and this Superintendent’s Compendium. 

 
7.  Penalties for Not Adhering to the Compendium Requirements 

 
A person who violates any provision of the regulations found in 36 CFR, Parts 1-7, or provisions 
of this Compendium, is subject to a fine as provided by law (18 U.S.C. 3571) up to $5,000 for 
individuals and $10,000 for organizations, or by imprisonment not exceeding six months (18 
U.S.C. 3559), or both, and shall be adjudged to pay all court costs associated with any court 
proceedings.  You may receive a list of fines associated with any particular provision by 
contacting the Chief Ranger at the park address found below. 
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8.  Comments on the Compendium 

 
The Compendium is reviewed annually and revised as necessary.  The park welcomes 
comments about its program and activities at any time. 
 
Written comments on the Compendium may be submitted to: 
 

Superintendent                                                                                                                        
223 North Main Street                                                                                           
Independence, Missouri  64050 

 
9.  Effective Date of the Superintendent Compendium 

 
The Superintendent’s Compendium is effective on the approval date listed on the first page of this 
document, and remains in effect until revised for a period up to one year. 
 

10.  Additional Information 
 

Some of the terms used in this Compendium may have specific meaning defined in 36 CFR 1.4 
Definitions. 

 
11.  Availability  

 
Copies of the Compendium are available at:   
223 North Main Street 
Independence, Missouri  64050  
 
It may also be found at: www.nps.gov/hstr   

 
 
B. SUPERINTENDENT’S COMPENDIUM 

 
In accordance with regulations and the delegated authority provided in Title 36, Code of Federal 
Regulations (“36 CFR”), Chapter 1, Parts 1-7, authorized by Title 16 United States Code, Section 3, the 
following provisions apply to all lands and waters administered by the National Park Service, within the 
boundaries of Harry S Truman National Historic Site. Unless otherwise stated, these regulatory provisions 
apply in addition to the requirements contained in 36 CFR, Chapter 1, Parts 1-7. 
 
Written determinations, which explain the reasoning behind the Superintendent’s use of discretionary 
authority, as required by Section 1.5(c), appear in this document identified by italicized print. 
 
   
I. 36 CFR §1.5 – VISITING HOURS, PUBLIC USE LIMITS, CLOSURES, AND AREA 

DESIGNATIONS FOR SPECIFIC USE OR ACTIVITIES 
 
    §1.5         Closures and Public Use Limits  

 
(a)(1)         Harry S Truman National Historic Site is open to the public only during daylight hours 
                  except during special NPS-sponsored or approved events and programs.  Daylight  
                  hours are defined as being from sunrise to one-half hour past sunset.  The park  
                  consists of the Independence and the Grandview Units.  

 
                   

http://www.nps.gov/hstr
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                       Reason for Determination:   
                       To facilitate protection of resources and facilities, it is necessary to limit access 
                       to the park after dark.  The park contains no facilities that are normally used at night 
                       except for special uses that require the permission of the Superintendent.  
                       
            1.  Harry S Truman National Historic Site Visitor Center is open to the public Tuesday through  
                 Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and is closed on all Federal Holidays. 
 
            2.  Portions of the first floor of the Truman home in Independence are open to the public  
                 only through guided tours from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The home is open daily Tuesday 
                 through Saturday, and is closed on all Federal Holidays. Entry into the home and grounds  
                 without a ticket, which is secured at the visitor center in advance, is prohibited.  All children  
                 under 12 years of age must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  All children under six 
                 (6) must be accompanied by at least one (1) adult per two (2) children. 
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       The Truman home and Truman farm home are open to the public only through 
                       guided tours in order to provide personal interpretation of the park’s primary resources 
                       to visitors and to provide maximum protection for park resources.  
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       The Truman home is closed on Mondays from Labor Day to Memorial Day to allow the 
                       staff to care properly for artifacts and interior furnishings during a slow period of  
                       visitation.  
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       Public access to the second floor of the Truman home is prohibited due to their being  
                       only one safe means of egress and in order to protect and maintain the original condition 
                       of the stairway. 
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       Entry into the Truman home or onto the grounds without a ticket is prohibited in order to  
                       protect park resources, to collect the required entrance fee, and to limit the tour size to  
                       eight persons per tour.  All children under 12 years of age must be accompanied by  
                       responsible adults in order to protect park furnishings from potential damage by  
                       unsupervised children. 
 
           3.   At the Independence unit, the interiors of the Truman home carriage house, the Frank 
                 Wallace home, the George Wallace home, and the George Wallace garage, are closed to  
                 the public.  The grounds of the Frank Wallace, and the George Wallace home are closed to 
                 the public.  The grounds surrounding the Truman home are closed to the public except  
                 during guided tours of the Truman home when employees accompany visitors. 
 

         4.  At the Grandview unit, the Truman farm home and all other buildings are closed to the public 
              The grounds of the Grandview unit are open daily during daylight hours, and self-guided cell 
               phone tours are available.  
           
              Reason for Determination: 
              The Truman home garage/carriage house, the Frank Wallace home, the George Wallace 
              Home, and the George Wallace garage, and the outbuildings at the Grandview Unit are     
              closed to the public because these structures tell the Truman story as exterior exhibits only 
              and are used for park administration uses, e.g. offices, quarters storage. 
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              Reason for Determination: 
              Entering the grounds of the Noland Home, the Frank Wallace home, and the George 
              Wallace home is prohibited because these grounds provide no interpretive value other 
              than as a part of the cultural landscape.  The grounds surrounding the Truman Home are 
              closed to the public except during guided tours to provide protection for the three homes and  
              their associated landscapes.  

 
            5.  The parking area at the Truman Farm Home is closed to vehicle camping and overnight  
                  parking. 
 
                  Reason for Determination: 
                  Since overnight use and camping is prohibited in the park there is no valid reason for a  
                  vehicle to remain in the park overnight unless the National Park Service has been  
                  previously advised and authorized its presence. 
 
             6.  Launching, landing, or operating unmanned aircraft from or on lands and waters  
                  administered by the National Park Service within the boundaries of Harry S Truman  
                  National Historic Sites two units in Independence and Grandview, Missouri, is prohibited  
                  except as approved in writing by the Superintendent. 
 
                  Definition: The term “unmanned aircraft” means a device that is used or intended to be  
                  used for flight in the air without a possibility of direct human intervention from within or on  
                  the device, and the associated operational elements and components that are required for  
                  the pilot or system operator in command to operate or control the device (such as cameras,  
                  sensors, communication links.)  This term includes all types of devices that meet this  
                  definition (e.g. drones, model airplanes, quadcopters,) that are used for any purpose,  
                  including for recreation or commerce. 
                              
Prohibited Activities: 
 
The following recreational activities and/or non-traditional uses are prohibited within Harry S Truman 
National Historic Site because these activities tend to detract from the park’s historical theme and 
legislatively mandated purpose, create the potential for a visual intrusion on the historic scene, and 
have the potential to interfere with visitors’ understanding of the Truman story. 
 

a. Flying or operating of drone or unmanned aircraft, quadcopters, model airplanes, kites, 
and similar devices. 

b. Sunbathing 
c. Vehicle washing, waxing, and polishing 
d. Vehicle maintenance (except during an emergency breakdown) 
e. Athletic-type games and sports with or without equipment 
f. Use of Frisbees, balls, and similar objects considered recreational equipment 
g. Use of personal athletic equipment and devices such as golf clubs, boomerangs, roller 

blades, roller skates, skateboards, and similar recreational-type equipment. 
                   I.   Use of fireworks or any other types of explosive devices on park property.  
 
                   Reason for Determination: 
                   Recreational activities such as those described above are prohibited because they 
                   would be inappropriate considering the purpose of the park area and the dignity or  
                   atmosphere to be maintained.  In addition, objects being flown such as drones, model 
                   airplanes, kites, and objects being thrown such as balls and frisbees cannot always be  
                   precisely controlled while in flight. These items could strike park visitors or employees which  
                   could result in personal injury, or they can crash into and through fragile portions of the 
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                   historic structure such as windows, screens, and framing which could result in substantial  
                   resource damage. 
 
                   Reason for Determination: 
                   Fireworks are prohibited because they have the real potential for causing accidental structure  
                   and ground fires which could result in loss of irreplaceable historic resources. 
 
 
The following items are also prohibited inside the Truman home and the Truman farm home: 
 
                  a. Umbrellas, infant strollers, brief cases, back packs, shopping bags, and similar                 

  large hand-carried items.  Due to the very limited space on the tour travel route, 
  visitor safety and the protection of fragile historic artifacts could be compromised.     

                  b.  All types of photography, except under special use permit.   
                  c.  Consumption of food and beverage and the chewing of gum or similar items.     
                  d.  Leaving the visitor tour route (i.e., the dark grey carpet in the Truman Home   

                   and the brown use carpet in the Truman farm home)  
                  e.  Cell phone use during home tours.     
                  f.   Segways, motorized wheelchairs and scooters.  

 
              Reason for Determination: 
              The prohibition against large, hand-carried items in the Truman home and the 
              Truman Farm home is necessary for protection against theft and damage to irreplaceable 
              artifacts along the tour route.    
             
              Reason for Determination: 
              Visitor photography is not permitted in the Truman Home primarily due to the direct  
              potential damage that it tends to create.  The flash from one camera is equivalent in 
              Intensity to eight hours of direct sunlight, which over time, would cause significant damage  
              to the historic fabrics, wall coverings, and paintings.  While non-flash or video photography  
              without light produces no direct damage, resource damage can occur in other ways during  
              guided tours of the three houses.  Photographers also tend to delay or interfere with tours  
              because of their engrossment with setting up a shot which is unfair to other visitors.  
              Persons carrying camera equipment provide the potential to strike artifacts with their  
              cameras and or carry cases while walking through the narrow confines of the structure. 
 
              Reason for Determination: 
              The prohibition against the consumption of food and beverage in the Truman home and  
              Farm home is that dropped food items and beverages have the potential for permanently 
              staining original carpet and draperies.  Chewing gum is not allowed because it can be  
              dropped and then tracked through the home or become imbedded within original carpeting. 
 
              Reason for Determination: 
              The prohibition against leaving the designated tour route runner carpet at the Truman  
              home and Truman farm home is to ensure protection for the furnishings along the route 
              and to reduce the possibility of theft of artifacts by visitors wondering unattended through 
              the homes. 
 
              Reason for Determination: 
              Cell phone use while participating on tours is prohibited because conversations would 
              be disruptive to interpretive programs being provided during tours.                
 
              Reason for Determination: 



 
Page 8 of 12 

                                                                                                                                LVillalva/MyDocs 
Superintendents Compendium 2011 

 

              Segways, motorized wheelchairs and scooters are prohibited from use within the Truman  
              Home and Farm home due to the very limited space on the tour travel route, and for the 
              protection of fragile historic artifacts which are on display near the tour routes in the  
              homes. 
 
 
 
 
 
36 CFR § 1.6 – Activities That Require a Permit  
 
(f)  The following is a compilation of those activities for which a permit from the Superintendent is  
      Required. 
 

1.  Special events    
2.  Public Assemblies, meetings (such as demonstrations, ceremonies, and press 

                         conferences held by non-National Park Service personnel) 
3.  Sale/distribution of printed matter. 
4.  Commercial Photography 

 
                  Reason for Determination: 
                  Permits are required in order to regulate special uses of the park and to provide 
                  full protection for park resources.  
 
     (g)  Permits may not be required for activities in the following instances:        
                      1.     Breaking news stories occurring on park property in Independence and Grandview 
                              which is being covered by multimedia news sources.  
                      2.     During visits by high profile visitors where their public relations staff may be filming 
                              or photographing visit activities as documentation of their participation in activities.   
                      3.    During visits by magazine travel writers where photographs or film segments will be  
                              included within a story which will emphasize the legacy of Truman family members,  
                              park resources or available visitor activities.   
 
36 CFR §2.1 Preservation of Natural, Cultural and Archeological Resources 

 
 * Touching or handling artifacts or historic fabric  within the Truman home is                                      

      prohibited. 
 
   *  Pets, bicycles, and other objects may not be tied to any portion of the fence around the home. 
                          
                         Reason for Determination: 
                         Touching or handling artifacts or historic fabric within the Truman home and 
                         Truman farm home is prohibited in order to protect irreplaceable furnishings, precious 
                         artifacts, and other historic features within the homes along the tour routes from theft 
                         and damage.   
 
                         Reason for Determination: 
                         The tying of pets, bicycles and other objects to the fence around the Truman home is 
                         prohibited in order to preserve the fence which is part of the homes resources, and 
                         as a health and safety issue for the benefit of other park visitors.  
 
36 CFR §2.1 - Picnicking  
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                   *     With the exception that visitors to the Grandview Unit are permitted to picnic in the    
                          parking area and within the grassy median area of the parking lot, picnicking is  
                          prohibited on the Independence Unit home grounds. 
 
                          Reason for Determination: 
                          Because picnicking detracts from the historic theme of the park and  
                          legislatively mandated purposes, creates the potential for a visual intrusion on the 
                          historic landscape scene, and can interfere with interpretation of both homes story.        
 
 
 
 
36 CFR §2.13 - Fires 
 
                  *     The lighting or maintaining of fires is prohibited. 
 
                         Reason for Determination: 
                         Because fires can potentially be a high danger to one of a kind historic  
                         structures and natural features such as trees, shrubs, grass and wildlife.  
 
36 CFR §2.15 - Pets 
                 
                  *    Except for service animals that are trained to assist disabled visitors, animals are 
                        Prohibited inside the Truman Home, the Truman Farm Home, The Noland Home, and  
                        the Visitor Center.    
 
                        Reason for Determination: 
                        Pets are not permitted in public buildings or on the grounds of the Truman home 
                        in order to avoid health risks, inappropriate contact between pets and visitors, and 
                        potential damage to park resources. 
 
36 CFR §2.20 – Skating, Skateboards and Similar Devices 
 
                *    Skating, skateboards and similar devices are not allowed to be used on 
                      park property which includes grounds, sidewalks and parking lots. 
 
                      Reason for Determination: 
                      Skates, skateboards, and similar devices are prohibited on park property 
                      and its surrounding area in the interest of visitor safety, and resource preservation. 
 
36 CFR §2.21 - Smoking 
 
                *     Smoking is prohibited on the grounds and inside all park buildings.  Smoking is 
                       permitted only in the parking area of the Grandview Unit. 
 
                      Reason for Determination:  
                      Smoking is restricted in order to protect park resources and facilities, to provide 
                       a safe, healthy, and pleasant work area for employees, and to provide an enjoyable 
                       visit for our customers. 
 
36 CFR §2.23 – Recreation Fees  
 
(b)  Recreation fees, and/or a permit, in accordance with 36 CFR part 71, are established for the 
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following entrance fee areas, and/or for the use of the following specialized sites, facilities, 
equipment or services, or for participation in the following group activity, recreation events or 
specialized recreation uses: 
 
Entrance Fee Areas:  
 
                 *     Visitors wishing to participate on house tours of the Truman Home in Independence, 
                        Missouri and the Truman Farm Home in Grandview, Missouri must purchase a  
                        ticket at the parks visitor center or at the farm home on the day of their visit.  The cost is  
                        $4 for Adults, ages 15 and under are free.  National Parks and Federal Recreation 
                        Lands Passes are accepted at both locations.                  
 
                 *      There may be special “free fee” days throughout the year, usually the Saturday 
                         closest to May 8 (Harry Truman’s birthday) and National Public Lands Day in 
                         September.  Visitors will be admitted to the Truman home and farm home without 
                         charge, but tickets must still be obtained at the visitor center before tours of both   
                         homes. 
                       
36 CFR §2.35 - Alcohol Beverages and Controlled Substances  
 
                *     The use and/or possession of alcoholic beverages and controlled substances within  
                       all park buildings, on the grounds around the park buildings, and in the parking area  
                       of the Grandview unit is prohibited.  
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       This prohibition is consistent with the laws of the city of Independence which  
                       owns the visitor center, and the National Park Service which owns the Independence  
                       and Grandview units.  It has been determined that the consumption of alcohol  
                       beverages, or the possession of an open container of an alcoholic beverage, in the park  
                       is inappropriate considering:   
 
                       (1) the prohibited locations are primarily set aside to provide an understanding of the  
                        events associated with the park themes.  
 
                       (2) these areas are maintained for all visitors to enjoy, appreciate and understand the  
                        park’s historic resources. 
 
                       (3) the purpose for which the park was established suggests a certain reverence for what  
                       took place here.  Alcoholic beverages detract from that reverence.                
 
 
36 CFR §2.50(a) Special Events, Conducting a Pageant, Regatta, Public Spectator Attraction, 
Entertainment, Ceremony, or Similar Events.  
 
                *     Special events, public assemblies, meetings, and other activities considered non- 
                       traditional (i.e., not a customary park visit, or not related to the legislatively  
                       mandated purpose of the park), are subject to certain restrictions.  Refer all persons  
                       inquiring about these activities to the superintendent. 
 
                       Reason for Determination: 
                       Special park use may be considered for activity which is not in conflict with 
                       law or policy, and which will not result in degradation of the values and purposes for 
                       which the park was established, and that do not present a threat to public safety or 
                       property, nor would the event interfere with Memorial operations, resource protection 
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                       or visitor use, nor exceed established carrying capacities. 
 
36 CFR §2.51(a)  Public Assemblies, Meetings Gatherings, Demonstrations, Parades and Other 
Public Expressions of Views 
 
                  *    Public assemblies, meetings, gathering, demonstrations, parades and other public 
                        expressions of views are allowed, provided a permit complying with requirements of        
                        36CFR 2.51(a) has been issued by the Superintendent. Demonstrations involving 25   
                        persons or fewer may be held without a permit, however the Superintendent must be 
                        contacted in advance for site orientation to the designated first amendment areas.   
                        Permits are valid for a maximum of 14 days consecutive days. A permit can be  
                        extended for up to 14 additional days, but a new application must be submitted with the  
                        extension request.   Expression or demonstration of First Amendment rights will be  
                        limited to the primary First Amendment area which is the north sidewalk of the Truman 
                        home which runs parallel to Truman Road.  If this area is in use, the secondary use site 
                        will be the sidewalk at the corner of the south western portion of the Truman yard  
                        exterior fence will be used. For demonstration activity at the Truman Farm Home in  
                        Grandview, Missouri the primary First Amendment area will be the sidewalk on the    
                        south side of the Truman Farm Home which parallels the parking lot.  The sidewalk  
                        nearest the south east storage building which is also adjacent to the parking lot will  
                        serve as this sites secondary designated area. 
 
                  *     The following areas are designated as not available for public assemblies,  
                         meetings, gatherings, demonstrations, parades and other public expressions of  
                         views. 

1. The Visitor Center interior space in Independence, Missouri. 
2. The Park Headquarters administrative space located on the 

second floor of the park’s visitor center.   
3. The Truman Home front gate, yard and interior space.   
4. The Truman Farm Home entrance, exit doorways and yard. 

 
                  Reason for Determination: 
                  Freedom of speech, the press, religion, and assembly are rights, not privileges. 
                  The courts have recognized that activities associated with the exercise of these rights  
                  may be reasonably regulated to protect legitimate government interests.  Therefore, in  
                  order to protect park resources and maintain visitor use activities, the Superintendent    
                  regulates certain aspects of First Amendment activities such as the time, the place, and  
                  the manner in which they are conducted.   

   
36 CFR §2.52(c)   Sale or distribution of printed matter that is not solely commercial advertising 
 

           *      The sale or distribution of printed matter is allowed, provided a permit complying with the   
               requirements of 36CFR 2.52 has been issued by the superintendent.  
 
       *      The following areas are designated as not available for the sale or distribution of printed 
               matter as such activity in these locations could cause interference with audio visual programs, 
               the provision of home tour and park information, tour ticket and bookstore sales transactions, 
               and the conduct of park administrative activities. 
 

1.  The Visitor Center exterior and interior space. 
2.  The park headquarters administrative space located on the 
        second floor of the park’s visitor center.                                            
3.     The Truman Home front gate, yard and interior space.   
4.     The Truman Farm Home entrance, exit doorways and yard.   
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5.     The Noland Home interior space and yard.                                                                                 
 

              Reason for Determination: 
              The sale or distribution of printed matter is allowed because freedom of speech, the    
              press, religion, and assembly are rights, not privileges under the First Amendment.   
              The courts however have recognized that activities associated with the exercise of  
              these rights may be regulated to protect legitimate government interests such as  
              interference of visitor activities enjoyment and park operations disruption. 
 
 
 
 
36 CFR §4.21 - Speed limits 
 

            *  The speed limit on the entry road, driveway, and parking area at the Grandview Unit is 15  
            MPH. 
            Reason for Determination: 
            The reduced speed limit is for the safety of visitor pedestrians and stationary vehicles  
            Which may be present at the parking lot of the Grandview unit. 
 
36 CFR §5.5 – Commercial Photography/Filming 
 
         *  (a) Commercial filming of motion pictures or television involving the use of professional  
             casts, settings or crews.  
         *  (b)  Commercial photography after hours on park grounds which require the presence of  
             park employees to protect resources.    
 
             Reason for Determination: 
             Commercial filming and photography is allowable after prior approval for a permit 
             through the superintendent.  This is allowable because the permit review process will 
             satisfy requirements that the activity is not in conflict with applicable law or policy, that the 
             filming activity does not constitute a degradation of the values and purposes for which the 
             park was established, and the activity will not present a threat to public safety or park property, 
             nor interfere with visitor use or park operations.        
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