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ABSTRACT

Alex Petrovic (b. Sept. 23, 1922) from 1962 to 1966 was state representative in the
Missouri legislature for the district that includes the Truman home. He then served for
four years as the eastern district judge for Jackson County. These positions brought him
into occasional contact with the Trumans, through which he is able to reveal Mr.
Truman’s interest in local political affairs through 1970. His visits to the home were
infrequent, but they represent an aspect of this era in the life of Harry S Truman. Petrovic
discusses growing up in Independence as a son of immigrants and participating in civic
activities such as the Sertoma Club. He describes local political rallies, the development
of the Truman Sports Complex, and Truman’s opposition to a local college campus
change.

Persons mentioned: Harry S Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Rose
Conway, John F. Kennedy, Bess W. Truman, Douglas MacArthur, Benedict K. Zobrist,
Margaret Truman Daniel, Ray Zackovich, Richard M. Nixon, Noel Fields, Dutton
Brookfield, Charles Deaton, Charles Wheeler, Steven Young, Burch Bayh, Thomas
Eagleton, Hubert H. Humphrey, Ewing Kauffman, Phil Corey, William Rockhill Nelson, F.
Lee Bailey, Fran Petrovic, Cass Curan, Billy Jones, Elizabeth Bush Sapper, Dorsy Lou Watrr,
Louis “Polly” Compton, Tom Walsh, Ernest Posner, Thomas Hart Benton, Pete Saxton,
Robert Kennedy, Earl Long, John Hayner, Homer Clemens, Carol Roper, Al Petrovsky,
Richard Brownlee, Gene Sanders, Warren Hearnes, Joe Bolger, and Herbert C. Hoover.



JIM WILLIAMS:

ALEX PETROVIC:

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW WITH

ALEX PETROVIC

HSTR INTERVIEW #1991-22
This is an oral history interview with Alex Petrovic. We’re at the
Truman Library on the morning of August 19, 1991. The
interviewer is Jim Williams from the National Park Service, and
Leslie Hagensen from the National Park Service is running the
recording equipment.

First of all, 1 need to ask you, are you a native of
Independence?
Sort of. 1 was born in Kansas City, September 23, 1922, and we
moved, my family, my mother, and father moved to Independence,
Missouri, in 1929, where | lived at 24 Highway and Kiger Road,

just east of here.

WILLIAMS:  Growing up, how aware were you of politics, the Truman family, and that

kind of thing?

PETROVIC:  Well, in Jackson County, as you’ve already found out, politics just seems to

be second nature. | was aware of the way they used to solicit votes. | can

remember we had a large family, eight of us in the family. My mother and

father were immigrants from Yugoslavia, Serbia specifically, and whenever

county elections came along, the county trucks would quite often drive up

with a load of gravel, because we had quite a large, long driveway, and they

would gravel the driveway for us. | found that kind of interesting, as an
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observer watching how county politics works, but there was no suggestion
that we vote for anybody at that time. And I’m sure Harry Truman was . . .
of course, at that time, was a presiding judge, | believe, of the county court,
or running for presiding judge. But the appreciation, the county people
would introduce themselves and would just want to drop off some gravel.
So that was kind of an interesting introduction.

But | was just sort of a spectator as a young man until later years
when | got back from my service in the marine corps and then settled in
Sugar Creek where my wife . . . When we were married and | got back
from the service, that was the only place we could find was a little flat in
Sugar Creek, and I’ve lived there ever since.

When did you get back from the service?

About 1945.

So you were in World War II.

Right. 1 joined the marine corps out of . . . graduated out of William
Chrisman High School in Independence and joined in July of 1942 and
served in the South Pacific.

Need I ask which political party your family . . .

Well, they’re Democrats. My father was just a dyed-in-the-wool Roosevelt
Democrat, and Truman was . . . He admired Harry Truman until an
incident occurred. We had a nice size home on 24 Highway and Kiger
Road, which was later destroyed by fire. It’s right on the corner where the
RLDS church is there, on the north side of the street. And my father had an
FHA loan. And he was a salesman, a coffee salesman at that time before
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A&P started grinding coffee and all the little supermarkets came about. My
father sold to small grocery stores all over Missouri and Kansas in this
metropolitan area, candy and coffee and that type of thing, packaged their
own coffee. And so my father had difficulty in the thirties in making his
house payments. Truman was a senator at the time, and | think he had met
him. My father ... The story is pretty emblazoned in my mind. My father
went to the courthouse in Independence to visit with Truman to see if
Truman could intercede for him with the FHA to give him some time to
make up his payments rather than face foreclosure. And Truman made the
remark to my father that . . . something like this, that “You people, the
minute you get a loan from the federal government, you don’t think you
have to pay it back.” And it upset my father so much, and embarrassed him,
that from that time on he had very little regard for Truman, even though |
still think he voted for him until the Eisenhower years. That bothered him
because he later made up his payments and saved the house. It didn’t go
into foreclosure, but it embarrassed him to a point that he never forgot it.

So you were in the service in the war when Mr. Truman became vice
president and president.

Yes.

What did you think of that, coming from Independence?

Well, 1 can remember | was in California when President Roosevelt had
died. I was stationed at a base at Camp Kearny in California, and everybody
knew that | was from Independence because Vice President Truman at that
time had some notoriety. And when he became president after the death of
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Roosevelt, at that almost precise moment people would gather around me.
And | was just as stunned as the rest of them because, you know, Roosevelt
was going to live forever. And everybody wanted to know what Truman
was really like, and they were fearful that he wasn’t going to be the man, of
course, that Roosevelt was. So a lot of people just said, “Did you know
him? And what kind of a man is he? Are we safe?” | mean, the security of
the country was at stake, and | think they were rightfully concerned.

But gradually those fears were allayed, by virtue of the fact of just
further examination and the public got to know him better. | really admired
Truman way back there for his work with the Truman investigation
committee. You know, he always went after . . . | think he was quoted one
time with something like saying that, “I’ll let the other politicians go after
the big things; I’ll go after more of the housekeeping things.” And that’s
where | think he got the idea of the Hoover Commission after he became
president and made those reforms. But he was a fighter and a fiercely
independent politician that we all admired.

Some of this is in retrospect. When | became eastern judge, | came
over here to the library and spent about six or seven hours studying his
administration. 1’d heard a lot about it but I just . . . Rose Conway, we
were good friends, and | used to bring a lot of people over here. The
Koreans always made a kind of a pilgrimage to come over here and thank
him, and others. But to study what he did, and he was a man who did his
political term in the most political time, when you wondered how he could
become independent, but he was a rare gentleman and he was so clean and
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yet played his normal politics and yet ran his own show for the most part,
and | admired that in him.

When these people were asking you, “Can Truman do it?” were you
confident that he could be president?

Yeah, | think there was a lot of pride in the fact that he was from
Independence, and | just had kind of a blind faith in him. Yeah. | mean, I
don’t recall being embarrassed about it, because there was the comparison
of the two men—it was just night and day—and we were all worried, and
very sad. It was almost as sad as the time when John Kennedy was killed, it
was that kind of a feeling. But I felt like he could do it, just based on what |
knew about him. He was never involved in a scandal, and | think he was
selected because he had something on the ball.

What’s your first personal memory of Mr. Truman, your first meeting with
him or glimpse of him even?

When | was in the state legislature, I had the opportunity to attend some
functions where he was here. | went to the train station when he came
home, which was a very, very poorly attended meeting, when he came
home on the train from Washington.

Which time?

Well, when he was . . . his last term, when he left office the last time, when
he was through his presidency. And at the railroad station, I’'m still
saddened at the looks of the station. | was over there here about a month
ago, and the way they’ve let that thing fall into disrepair is a surprise. And |
don’t understand it, why somebody doesn’t take care of that. He was there.
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And | was also at a meeting, and | can’t recall when, it was before |
was in public office, at the courthouse when they honored him for
something and he spoke on the courthouse steps on the south side of the
courthouse. And it might have been at the time he was responsible for
remodeling that, so | don’t know . . . | can’t place that as to whether he was
a senator or still a judge, but I think he was . . . | think he came there for
some other reason, as a senator or a vice president.

And then | think my first real encounter with him, in my
recollection, was at the Sertoma Club where | sat with him and was just
scared to death. | was looking at my scrapbooks before 1 got here, and |
remember him throwing his hand . . . He was sitting next to me, and Mrs.
Truman over there, and my wife wanted to know what to say to Mrs.
Truman. He said, “I think you told me that you have a large family.” He
said, “Tell her to talk about kids,” which she did, and she had a delightful
evening. She was as scared as | was, and yet I’d been around politically.
My wife was more of a homemaker, but she enjoyed herself, as she later
told me. But he reached over and put his hand on my leg and said, “I just
want you to treat me like a neighbor tonight and like an old shoe, so let’s
just have some fun and relax and enjoy.” Well, 1 mean, it didn’t totally
relax me, but it made me feel pretty good.

And then | had asked him that night about . . . See, | had wired
Truman. | guess | was driving along the road one time and the MacArthur
thing was flaring up. And having been in the marine corps, | felt very
strongly that the commander in chief ought to have a say-so, and | pulled

10



over to the side of the road and composed a telegram and sent it to him.
And it’s in the library. | mentioned that to Ben Zobrist one time as | was
bringing some people through here, and he said, “Alex, if you sent a
telegram, it’s here.” Then I thought to myself, “Oh, my God, did I just . . .
Did the years . . . Did I just think | sent it, or did I really send it?” And by
the time | finished the tour he had the telegram here supporting [Truman’s
firing of] MacArthur. | had reminded Mr. Truman at the time of the
Sertoma meeting over at the Rockwood Country Club that | did support
him and sent the wire, which he again thanked me and said it was
something he had to do.

And then | also sent Margaret Truman a wire when she made her
singing debut and was severely criticized, and got a nice letter of
acknowledgement back from that. And he told me that night in very
colorful terms at the Rockwood when that subject came up, and | told him
that Margaret . . . | went to school with Margaret and was in a school play
with her and so | told him that | had sent the wire, and he said, “Well,
Margaret and Mrs. Truman didn’t want me to assail this music critic,” he
said, “but the son of a bitch didn’t do too bad. He made $8,000 on the letter
that | wrote him.” [chuckling] So that was his way of saying that. He was
a very salty guy. [See appendix items 1-2.]

Then | had met him a number of times, bringing people over here,
and one time he asked me to represent him. They were going to close this
college down over here, the CMSU, Central Missouri State University, and
I was in the Missouri legislature, and the Commission on Higher Education
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was going to hold a hearing and | was to be the master of ceremonies since
this was my district. | represented the Truman family in my district. So |
came over here asking him, or had inquired from Rose Conway as to
whether or not he would testify, since all he’d have to do is to walk across
the street literally, because that’s where the hearing was. And she said he
couldn’t, but he wanted to see me before | went over there. So | came in the
back door, as | usually did, and he sat there and told me to tell the
committee the following kind of thing. And he said, “You just tell them
that he doesn’t think it’s in the national interest to close this college,” you
know. | mean, it was kind ofa. .. And he said, “I want you to quote me as
much as you can remember, and you just tell them that they don’t . . .” and
some other . .. You know, he always was very fond of the kids, and he said
this was one of the reasons why he allowed that unit to be built there next to
the library is because he had such a fondness for these kids and he wanted
them to have a sense of history. And he said, “If those people don’t believe
what you say, you just tell them to come over here and jump over the
hedge, and I’ll be here and I’ll tell them myself.” Well, | told the
committee that, and that just wilted . . . We won the battle, at least for that
period. And they had some big hitters here trying to close it down and to
assimilate that into the university in Kansas City. [See appendix item 3.]

So that’s the reason they were trying to shut it down?

Yeah, they wanted to move it into Kansas City, and then Warrensburg
university that had started this little branch wanted to keep it, but they were
going to kind of use it as some other facility, not as it was intended. It
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would not have been accredited as it was here.

And then | met him a good number of times when | would bring
people over here that would come through the courthouse in Independence.
And being eastern judge at the time, it was kind of the protocol for those
visitors, VIPs, to be ushered over here.

Now, one rather interesting incident. Pat Paulsen, do you recall that
name?

He ran for president.

Okay, he ran for president and I was . . . | had got a call from his publicist
and somebody else who was going to escort him around. | can’t recall who
that was at this moment, but they said, “Would you take him over to
Truman Library and have him meet the president?” So | said, “Well . . .” |
called Rose Conway, and Rose Conway said . . . She was always extremely
proper, never to actually quote the president, but to say that “I’m sure that
he wouldn’t like this,” but I knew how that went. | always had great
admiration for how confidential of a secretary she was and how she
protected him from having any quotes from him.

But anyway, he didn’t want to see him because he felt that he
demeaned the presidency by running in that manner, and so | was to report
to him that he wasn’t feeling very good and he couldn’t see him. So the
interview was canceled. And so | brought him by the library, only on the
periphery here, and he was . . . He was too embarrassed himself. He
sensed it, so we went to the Truman home and stood in front of the Truman
home and took some pictures, none of which I have. | didn’t get any copies
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of it. And then after a moment or two, knowing that the Trumans were
probably at home at the time—as a matter of fact they were—he said, “I’m
just a little bit embarrassed. | feel like | ought to leave.” So he left, and |
took him back to the courthouse in Independence.
Let me ask you about a few things you’ve mentioned. You said you were
at the train station when Mr. Truman returned from Washington?
Mm-hmm.
Could you describe more about the atmosphere?
Well, it was kind of a somber thing, and not very well attended. I, among
others, was embarrassed that the town didn’t turn out in the force that we
thought it would be. He was kind of a beaten president from the press and
all this other business, and so I just felt, out of respect to him . .. It’s the
same feeling | felt when he died. | knew a number of Secret Service
people, one of them who was very prominent and one of my countrymen, a
Serbian named Ray Zackovich, who I’m sure you’ve talked to, and I could
have gotten a pass to come right directly, bypassing the crowd. And my
family and myself and my sister-in-law chose to stand. And we were up
there by Hi Boy Restaurant when we got into the line on that cold night. |
never wanted to use any political influence, and | didn’t think he would
have either, to wait to review . . . to pass in front of him. So his humility

| mean, everyone was trying to be a Harry Truman. | mean, he’s
probably the most quoted president in the world, including Richard Nixon.
The president told me one time he didn’t know how in the hell that Nixon
got the idea that the “Missouri Waltz” was something he wanted to hear.
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And so, when he was at the train station, | can’t recall having shook his
hand or anything. | might have, but | don’t remember that. | just remember
being there.

Well, you said the crowd was disappointing. How many people were
there?

In my recollection, and, you know, | can be wrong, but | can’t estimate
more than a hundred or so people.

And this Sertoma Club event, was that after he was president? [See
appendix items 4-9.]

No, that was when he was home. That was after he was president, yeah, and
he was really doing quite a bit of community work. And we didn’teven. ..
We knew we had a lot of people there who were Sertoma members. There
were a half a dozen that knew him well, and so they prevailed on him to
come there, and he accommodated Noel Fields and some others who were
very close to him. 1 had a nice time. | have a picture of him and his wife in
front of . .. The Sweet Adelines sang that night, a big group, and I have the
picture. [See appendix item 9]. If you ever have any interest in looking at
those scrapbooks, or if Ben does, there’s some stuff that the library doesn’t
have that | think might be interesting.

But he was extremely gracious. She didn’t want to take any
pictures. He whispered to me, he said that . . . on this side of him, he said,
“Mrs. Truman doesn’t want to take any pictures a little later on with the
Sweet Adelines.” And that was a request that we had had after the
program. But he said, “You just keep insisting. You just keep insisting.”
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And she stood up and so on. She was extremely soft-sell ... 1’m not being
a male chauvinist when I ... Simply, she just seemed to know her place in
the picture.

The prime example of that, if I can jump to another matter, is when
I visited the Truman home the second time. Yeah, the second or third time.
The second time. The first was an inspection of the tile that was laid in the
bathrooms upstairs—one bathroom, if | remember—and the second one
was when | had proposed the name of the Truman Sports Complex to be
after Harry Truman. | called Rose Conway and said, “I’d like to name it
.. I understand Mrs. Truman was a great baseball fan. What do you think?
Will you check for me?” So she checked and she said, “Only under the
following condition, and that is that his name . . . that he did not suggest it,
and that after the court order is finally passed,” because | had proposed it in
a speech I made in Kansas City in front of the Blue Valley Lions Club, |
believe, “and if after the court approves it,”—it was a three-judge court,
Judge Curry, Judge Wheeler, and myself—*“then you call me and I’ll
arrange for you to visit with him and bring him .. .” | wanted to bring him
a picture of the sports complex. So after it was over with, | got a call from
Rose Conway and she said, “The president will see you.” And | had an
artist’s conception of the sports complex, and I had all the principals sign it,
the architect and Judge Curry, Judge Wheeler, myself, and Dutton
Brookfield, and Charles Deaton who designed it, and so on, and so | was to
meet him at the home.

And so | went over there, and Mrs. Truman met me at the door and
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said, “If you’ll come in . . .” and they seated me in the front room of the
house, the one that faces the street. And she took me over to his desk there
for some reason, maybe to show me where he does most of his work and
how the carpet was so threadbare over there that . . . But that was where
he’d done most of the work. So she said, “He’ll be in in a moment. And
when you visit with him,”—she had two chairs sitting right next to each
other—she said, “he is having a little difficulty hearing and he is beginning
to slur his words a little bit, so be patient with him.” Well, so he came in
and. ..
This was in the little library or study?
No, this was in the front room. She had seated us . . . You know, | can recall
that the two chairs were here. Mrs. Truman sat in the corner—that was one
of the points | was going to make—across the room from us, in the corner.
That was like the front door area right in that corner of the room—that
would be the northwest corner—and | could see . .. So | sat there. He sat
on my right and | sat right here—apparently that was his better ear—and
then she sat across there and hardly said a word, other than | asked her
about Margaret Truman, since she knew that | knew Margaret, and | said,
“Send her my regards.” And then | proceeded to tell the president,
presented him with the picture with all the autographs, and told him how his
name was proposed and how it was received. [See appendix item 10.]
Interestingly, and this part 1 would want to let it be known after |
pass on, that the response to his . . . Well, let me go back a minute and tell
you what took place. And then remind me to get back to that. Sometimes
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I’ll have about four stories going here.

But at any rate, so | visited with him about it, and then | said . . .
Oh, when he walked in he said to me, “Well, I see you on television all the
time. Every Tuesday”—court meetings were Tuesday—“l see you on
television.” And I, being self-conscious about my large nose, | said to him,
“Well, you probably noticed my nose more than you noticed me.” Just a
dumb remark. And he said, “Young man, that nose is your distinguishing
feature and you ought to be proud of it.” Well, that was the end of it. |
mean, now isn’t that a marvelous way to make you feel at ease?

And then | asked him after we had discussed the sports complex
and he . . . We didn’t get into a great detail, other than telling him how I’d
proposed the name. And Judge Curry knew the family better than I did,
actually. He could have proposed it as a presiding judge even and
preempted me, but eastern judge and Truman—and Curry was very kind,
and Charlie Wheeler certainly didn’t argue, to let me do it. He was in my
district, in a sense.

So then | said, “I don’t know how you handle ... I’'m busy here as
eastern judge,” because we had all these projects. The bond election passed,
the largest bond election in the history of Jackson County, second only to
the one that Truman passed that brought Jackson County’s roads second
only to Westchester County in New York, which is the campaign issue we
used. And | have all that campaign material. We used the Truman
experience of having really done a great job on bonds and modernizing the
county. And all the bonds passed, seven different issues. So | said, “I’m
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busy as an eastern judge, as you would guess, with all these bond programs.
How in the world did you handle the presidency?” | said, “I have great
admiration for the way you conducted yourself with all the pressure of the
things you had that were far more important than what I was doing.” And
he said, “Judge,” he said, “you can only work so many hours a day, whether
you’re here on the county court or whether you’re in Washington.” And he
said, “I just made up my mind that if I was going to survive that | was going
to make the best decision | could during the daytime, and when | went to
bed there wasn’t anything | could do. And I learned to get a good night’s
sleep. And if there was something | could change in the morning, fine; if
not, it was a decision that I made.” And he said, “That’s the only way you’ll
survive in politics.”
So he would call you “judge”?
Yes. Yeah, and, you know, | just wanted to lay on the floor and say, “Please
Cbut.
What did you call him?
I called him “Mr. President,” yeah. | testified one time in Congress before .
.. It was an interesting . . . it might be relevant to this, or maybe not.
Sometimes | wonder if you just want that information about the house and
nothing else, but I can’t help but recall the awe in which the senate . . .
Senator Steven Young of Ohio, who was getting up in years, was presiding
over a hearing on the Little Blue Valley flood control program, which was
our project. The lakes and the flood control was all a project of our
administration. So | went to Washington a number of times, and in this
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particular time testified before his committee, and Burch Bayh, | believe,
was there. And so it was called “Squirting Truman.” Naturally, they wanted
me to testify, even over Curry or Charlie Wheeler, because | was
representing the Truman, | was eastern judge, and so on. So my testimony,
which I have somewhere in my files, | started out by saying that I'm .. . 1
knew Steven Young liked Truman—I was told that—and so | said, “I’m
Judge Alex Petrovic. I’m from Jackson County, Missouri. | represent the
same district that President Truman represented when he started his life in
politics, and 1I’m here to testify on behalf of this project.”” And we wanted
some big bucks at that time. And Senator Young, he said, “Excuse me,
Judge Petrovic, do you have . . . Have you distributed your remarks to the
committee?” And | said, “Yes, | have.” And he said, “Well, let me interrupt
you a moment to say this, that the president I’m sure is behind this
program.” And | said, “Yes, sir, he is,” something to that effect. And he
said, “Well, anything that the president wants, 1’m certainly going to look
very favorably on it. As a matter of fact, he saved me from political defeat
in Ohio when he came up here and campaigned for me a number of years
ago.” And he said, “I want you to go home. When you go home, | want you
to tell the president that this issue will pass, that Congress will give you this
money.” We even had the money before the bond election. I mean, that’s
unprecedented. And he said, “And | want you to let the president know that
this will pass through this committee without any problem.” So | went
ahead and read the rest of my testimony, which was just superfluous. When
I left there, some of the guys, including Senator Eagleton was there at the
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time and some others, sang to me, [singing] “I’m just wild about Harry . . .”
And so that’s the way that ended. I just felt like | was . . .

And, oh, yeah, he interrupted me and he said, “You know . . .” He
wasn’t too much of a student of political names and terms. He said, “You
know, Judge, | always wanted to be a judge,” he said—this is Senator
Young. And he said, “As a matter of fact, | would love to trade places with
you right now if | could just be a judge.” Well, he probably assumed that |
was a federal judge.

That’s the same kind of treatment | got at the Houston space center
when | said, “Judge Petrovic.” The guy thought | was a federal judge, and |
had the damnedest visit of the Houston space . . . particularly when | told
him | was from Harry Truman’s town, because that would get you almost
anywhere. The minute . . . no matter where | went during all my lifetime,
after having been eastern judge, no matter where | went, in any
introduction, when they found out | was from Independence, as they say,
it’ll get you a lot better seat on an airplane. And | always received this
admiration, no matter where | went.

| went to Montreal, Canada, on a tour to look at Plus-Vieille-Marie
and to see whether or not we could have a railroad station under the Union
Station, and | met the mayor of Montreal. And the minute I said | was from
Independence, Missouri, and had the same seat that Harry Truman
occupied, which was part of my introduction, man, the heavens opened for
you, you know.

Well, we still have people that . . . they know that Harry Truman was a
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judge, and they automatically think that he was trying criminals.

Yeah, that’s the most often-asked question.

Do you have that problem?

Yeah, at one time, you know, the eastern judge of the county court had
some judicial functions. The last—and it was Truman—and | have several
of his speeches where he had actually recommended to modernize the
government. In our administration, we recommended that we go the charter
route, and | read, much to the surprise of the people who thought this was
some kind of New York or Chicago philosophy, I read without letting them
know a speech that he made in 1929. | made several Xerox copies—I found
them at the library—where he had proposed the same sort of reorganization
of county government, moving all these offices in there. And that held me
in good stead, again “squirting” Harry Truman.

I can’t recall what your question was. Oh, yeah, the judge. So
people would say to me quite often, “Are you ... Well, | didn’t know you
were a ...” People used to call me all the time and want me to try cases. |
had a woman who called one time. It was my most sorrowful refusal. I had
a tendency to take her up on it. She called me and she said she was in a bar
and got kicked in the breast and wanted me to represent her. And I, for the
first time, | wanted to go over and examine the injury and represent her, but
decided not. And many people would call and want me to marry them, but
always assume . . .

Well, those judicial functions were taken away gradually, and |
think Truman cooperated with them, and gradually moved to another court,
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so that the last remaining vestige of any judicial power on the county court,
as | understand it, was sitting as a judge on the board of equalization
adjusting properties, and that later was diluted in the charter. And then
every year in the Missouri legislature when | was down there, there was
always a bill introduced to do away with the title of judge and make them
administrators and so on, as we did here. And the judges from the 114
counties in Missouri would come down there and say, “Look, the pay is
terrible. The only thing we have is the lifetime title. Don’t do it.” And |
used to belong to the Missouri Association of Judges, so then you’d have to
explain to people, almost embarrassingly at times, “No, I’m not a real
judge.” As a matter of fact, | did a political takeoff on that one time when
we had a big Democratic rally. | pretended like I got a call from Hubert
Humphrey, who | can impersonate pretty well, and to this day some people
think it was Hubert Humphrey that | was talking to for this Democratic
gathering. When | said—his secretary said, “Are you a judge?” | said,
“Judge Petrovic calling.” And she said, “Are you a real judge?” See, |
mean, | set that up. | had my secretary say “a real judge.” And | said,
“Well, no, damn it. I’m not a real judge. I’m an administrative judge, but
may | speak with Senator Humphrey?”” And then he comes on, and I did his
thing and they had it on the air. But that did cause a lot of confusion.

[End #4369; Begin #4370]

PETROVIC: There was a considerable criticism on Truman, the thing | wanted to
mention, on the naming of the complex.

WILLIAMS: s this the off-the-record part?
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Yeah. I’d like to go off the record because | have a letter in my file that the
Kansas City Star told me they would give me a front page if |1 wanted to
reveal it. It was an interesting letter that took place when | had proposed the
name of it and | got the letter from Dutton Brookfield, who has since passed
away, who passed a letter on to me that Jack Steadman had sent him, and it
was from some “Mr. Anonymous”—he didn’t sign his name—<criticizing
my naming of it, you know, “spawning Harry Truman.” It made a very
derogatory kind of reference to the Truman family, politicians, and so on.
And using that, because Lamar Hunt did not want to have that complex
named after Truman, because the Hunt family was kind of anti-Truman,
anti-Roosevelt, anti-everybody except that John Birch group. And it
infuriated me that they would oppose it. Whereas, on the other hand, Ewing
Kauffman and the Kansas City Royals, and Phil Corey, who was my
contact, a lawyer, they were all for it immediately. And | couldn’t imagine
why they were saying this “spawning Harry Truman,” you know, and | just
resented the way they said it.

So | dictated a letter, and my secretary wisely said, “Why don’t you
wait until tomorrow morning and let’s read it again and see what you
think,” because | unloaded on him. Well, then . . . And | kept thinking about
it. The letter from Mr. Anonymous was dated before | made the speech, and
I have that documented. So it occurred to me either through my secretary or
just the two of us talking about it, so now | had Jack Steadman. He had
composed this Mr. Anonymous letter, obviously, or somebody. And so |
wrote a letter to him the following day.
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And first of all, he didn’t write me. He wrote Dutton Brookfield,
and | got a copy of Jack’s letter. So then | sent a letter back to Lamar Hunt
in Dallas. | don’t know. | don’t have any evidence that Lamar was for it, but
Steadman was his principal so | assume that he knew about it or Jack
wouldn’t take such liberty. So | wrote a letter, “Dear Lamar . . .” and |
mentioned this letter of Jack Steadman’s, and the Brookfield letter and so
on. Well, knowing that if Lamar didn’t get a copy of the original, Jack
would be embarrassed. | meant to do this. | meant to embarrass him by
answering Lamar Hunt, a letter to Lamar Hunt. No, | sent it to Jack
Steadman with a copy to Lamar Hunt. Well, the next letter I got from Jack
Steadman . .. And | said, matter of fact, | said, “Mr. Anonymous ...” and |
referred to him as “the dumb Mr. Anonymous,” or something like that,
because | knew if Jack wrote it that would also bother him a little bit,
because | never did care for the guy. And I said, “You couldn’t have known
at the date of the letter, because | didn’t make the announcement, proposal
of the speech, of the naming of the complex until April . . .” so and so and
so and so, “and | don’t talk in my sleep,” I said. So | found him in the lie.
Jack Steadman wrote me a letter, “Dear Judge Petrovic: Ouch!!”—
exclamation mark, exclamation mark—and apologized for that. So they
were not for the naming of the Truman complex, the Hunt organization. |
have to say “the Hunt organization” because it was Jack Steadman.

And they’re the Chiefs?
Yeah, the Kansas City Chiefs.
And the Royals were very supportive.
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Oh, very supportive. Ewing Kauffman, | got a letter . . . And if you
haven’t interviewed Phil Corey, here’s a guy that knows a little bit about
everybody, and he’s a quality guy. He’s up in years, but I’m sure he might
be able to shed some light on Truman. | don’t know, he used to work for the
Star and he wrote an article, “A View from the Top,” or something like
that. But he was a counsel to Ewing Kauffman during the building of the
complex, and a very prolific man in words, wrote about . . . He wrote [not]
the editorial . . . but the history of William Rockhill Nelson or something
for the Star when they had their big issue. So he’s a writer and a very
talented man who’s got a great thought process.

I’ve heard the name before.

And he also did a . . . He was against Lee Bailey, F. Lee Bailey in this
treasure trove somewhere in the desert, and this gold that was supposed to
be buried in this mountain. He’s written a book about that. And he also
wrote a history of Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey, that they never
allowed him to publish eventually. The family had hired him to do it or
something, and then they rejected it.

Before we get off the subject entirely, is this the date of . . . ?

Yeah, the event.

So the Sertoma Club banquet?

Of Independence. Yeah, it was an installation banquet in which we made
him man of the year, the Sertoma Man of the Year.

Is this for the Independence chapter?

Yeah, and later on it was picked up by the international . . . And when they
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had their convention here, we. . . There was a picture of Truman and
myself that they blew up for that, and that was to welcome them, showing
Truman supported Sertoma.

This was April 10, 1962. Could you identify everyone in the picture so
we’ll have that on record? [See appendix item 11.]

Well . ..

You’re there at the far left.

Yes, starting at the left, I’m at the left, then the president, and Noel Fields,
and my wife, and Mrs. Truman . . .

What’s your wife’s ... ?

Her name is Fran. And then this is Mr. and Mrs. Cass Curan, C-U-R-A-N.
He was a Kansas City . . . member of the Kansas City club, which chartered
us.

Well, let’s change the subject a little bit. You said that you went to high
school with Margaret.

Mm-hmm.

Could you talk about the contact you had with her as.. . . | guess you were
teenagers.

Yeah, | went to junior high with her, and we were in a school play, and she
portrayed the part of an old woman. And interestingly, that portrayal was
not too far different than what she looks like today. And | have a picture of
that that I think 1 gave to the library here. It was a school picture on the set,
and | was sitting on the arm and Margaret was next to me. It’s a play called
“For Pete’s Sake,” and it was in junior high school in Independence, and
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that was . . . It’s now part of William Chrisman. It’s right across from the
Memorial Building in Independence, that school there.

Palmer?

Yeah, Palmer. And | had not seen her since then. | reminded her . . . Rose
Conway set up a meeting with Margaret and myself, the first one, which
was about seven, eight years ago, and when she said she would like to see
me after | had made the request. So | came over and reminisced with her. |
remember holding her for one guy on the set, one of the kids who wanted to
kiss her—you know, just typical kid stuff—and she reached over and got a
spoon, a stage spoon like you hang on the wall, a plaster of Paris spoon
about that big, and either hit him or me, and | don’t recall which. | think it
was him because | was kind of holding her, and Billy Jones wanted to Kiss
her. And Billy Jones was just one of the guys on the set that played a fellow
named Mugsy Mugglethorpe—I will never forget that—but that was my
connection. Margaret had not . . . She had forgotten about it. We tried to get
her to come to the reunions but she never did, of our class reunion of ’41.
She would have graduated with us had she been here. And the girls that
lived across the street from her, the Bush twins, did you ever talk to the
Bushes?

| talked to Elizabeth.

Yeah, the survivor? They were very close. And then Dorsy Lou Compton.
Have you talked to her, Dorsy Lou?

Yes.

We just had our fiftieth reunion of that group, and so all that group have
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.. Every time we’d have it, | was master of ceremonies. I’ve been master of
ceremonies at every one we’ve had yet, and we’ve had a ball. And they all
tried to get Margaret to come in the past, but just gave up on it since she
really had no interest in meeting with us again, which was obvious.

| was wondering if she came back to that reunion. Usually the fiftieth one is
special.

Yeah, we thought, but we . . . We were just disappointed in her and the fact
that she wasn’t here very often when her mother was ill. But | had a nice
visit with her and she certainly . . . We met in the library, in the president’s
... that receiving room he has back there, and had a nice chat. And I never
sensed any reason for her, you know, to get up and make it quick and get it
over with and let’s get out of here.

What was she like as a girl?

She was a very friendly person that . . . | don’t think she flaunted her
position, as a senator was a pretty big position, but she mixed well and there
wasn’t really that . . . | wasn’t aware of the fact that she thought she was
better than anyone else. And | was really . . . We were not wealthy. | mean,
when | went to Dorsy Lou Compton’s house, Polly Compton’s house, you
know, the only reason | joined ROTC is because I couldn’t afford . . . my
mother and father couldn’t, with all the family, and my father was a
struggling immigrant who immigrated to this country. | had enough to eat,
we always ate well, but we had a big house that we nearly lost. But | was
certainly not a very . . . | mean, we were not poor, but we certainly were
lower middle class. And to have the opportunity to go to Polly Compton’s
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house on that third floor where they had that big dance floor up there and to
ride in this 1941 new Oldsmobile Hydromatic was the thrill of my life for a
guy who had a . . . You only needed one hook in our house to . . . put your
overalls on one, because you were wearing the pair of pants that you had to
go to school in, or the uniform. So | was always happy that | was accepted
in that group.

So you did mix with that neighborhood group?

Yeah, the Bush twins were good friends of ours in school. And | was kind
of an entertainer, more than | was worried about my grades, and was in a lot
of school plays, and that’s where | got my little notoriety and kind of
acceptance by being in the school plays with some of the people, the
Adamses and the Bush twins and so on. But | never met Margaret outside
of school. I never had any contact with the Truman family, other than to see
them at some functions. And when | was county judge . . . And as a matter
of fact, when | was in the Missouri legislature, when | requested the
president to write . . . Rose Conway to write to Chairman Tom Walsh on
my bill, which was in that manual, that he did that very cheerfully. I could
have talked with him personally, but I knew it was the Hoover Commission
that . . . The bill was introduced under the Little Hoover Commission, and
certainly that was saying my position was to support or to use the vehicle
that Truman had provided in the Little Hoover Commission. And then |
asked Thomas Hart Benton to write a letter, and then Phil Brooks here was
very supportive of it. They had tried to pass the bill before, so my bill was
in the interest of the archives, the National Archives. My brother-in-law
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worked for them, and I even got a letter from Ernest Posner who was then
the head of the archives, if | remember.

How long were you in the legislature?

Two terms. Four years.

What years were they?

I was elected in 1962 and served through ’66.

As a Democrat?

Yes. Oh, yeah.

Always a Democrat?

It would be a sin to be otherwise. [chuckling]

In Jackson County.

And Sugar Creek. It was an interesting place. Sugar Creek is virtually all
Democratic. The only avowed, known, admitted Republican died a few
days ago, and I went to his wake. That was Pete Saxton. And Saxton used
to take a lot of pictures, and he’s got a pretty . . . He’s not a native of Sugar
Creek, but he maintained his political allegiance to the Republican Party
just so that we could all kiddingly say that we had a two-party system in
Sugar Creek. But it was predominately Democrat. And when Bobby
Kennedy came here and | brought him up to the library, along with others
and the mayor and so on, and Sermon was here, and Dick Bolling and so
on, Truman said to Bobby Kennedy . . . You know, we wanted him to come
down to the big celebration. We had the second largest turnout of
Democrats for our annual Fourth of July rally than any place in Missouri,
except Springfield. We used to attract 5,000 people there. And so we tried
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to get him to come back there, and he said, “You don’t need . . .” Well, |
just invited him, and he said, “You don’t need me in Sugar Creek.” He told
Bobby Kennedy, “Sugar Creek is solidly Democratic. You won’t have any
problem there. You’ll need me to work in southern Missouri where these
‘tail-twisting Baptists,”” as he called them, “live.”

So we used to have large rallies, and | did another impersonation
that got me some notoriety of Earl Long when he visited Truman up here.
Almost simultaneous with that we had our rally. So | had a fellow, a friend
of mine, dress up like Earl Long might have looked—I didn’t meet him—
and we put on a show as if Earl Long had just been at the Truman Library
and visited us here down in Sugar Creek.

When did you take a real serious interest in politics?

Itwasin 19... I didn’t really—I was kind of pushed into it. | was sitting in
a dentist’s chair with a rubber dam in my mouth getting a gold filling, when
the dentist had a call from Independence from a fellow named John Hayner,
who wanted to file me for state representative. And | didn’t, to be honest
about it, know whether | served here or in Washington. But | mean, | was
always the master of ceremonies of all the events in Sugar Creek. That was
my first interest in politics was being master of ceremonies, to go back to
answer your question more accurately.

So | was master of ceremonies every year, and everybody knew me.
Pretty soon somebody said, “Hell, you’re so well-known, why don’t you
run for something?” And | declined. Then I got this call, and they did file
me. | couldn’t talk. I just totally . . . “uh-huh,” you know? Then I filed and
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then ran back home to find out what a state rep does. So that’s my first . . .
There were nine guys in the race and | was put in there as a bargaining tool,
and after it was over with, everybody started peeling off. | had been pretty
well known in Independence with the Sertoma Club and all that, and so |
was elected over an RLDS candidate, much to my father’s surprise, who
never thought that a fellow who lived in Sugar Creek, which he always
criticized me for moving to Sugar Creek, “should have stayed in
Independence,” he said—would run in the world headquarters of the RLDS
church as a Catholic from Sugar Creek. I mean, | couldn’t have had any
more sins compiled than that and still won. And my father, when I won, the
night he looked up in supplication and said, “Oh, my God, you won.”

What was your district? What territory did your district cover?

At that time it was a little larger than it is now. It went from the Missouri
River here out to like Twenty-third Street, over to Blue Ridge, the Kansas
City side, and then out east to about 71 Highway.

So basically the heart of Independence?

Now it’s cut in two now. That district was made . . . There was a fellow
named Homer Clemens—he was a school superintendent—who also knew
Truman, who just recently passed away, but our two districts were split in
two. Now, Carol Roper still has this area, but they added another
representative out east.

Was it an advantage in the legislature to represent Harry Truman?

Sure was. Sure was. And particularly in my bill. My bill had failed before.
Why were you so interested in the records?
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Well, just through what Truman did. | had been reading about it, and my
brother-in-law came over to the house one day saying that . . . He was with
the National Archives.

What’s his name?

His name is Al Petrovsky, as a matter of fact. So he was head of the records
center in St. Louis, and so that was his interest. And they had tried to pass
it. So, through a friend of his in Kansas City who ran the Kansas City
records center, they said, “Why don’t you get your brother-in-law to
introduce the bill in behalf of the archives?” The National Archives was
really interested in getting a records act. So he did all the graphics and the
statistics, and | went through the committees and so on, and there just
wasn’t that much interest. But after he had prepared me so well in the
material that | had—and it was so overwhelming—and then it was my idea
to get Truman, and then Phil Brooks of course helped, and then Thomas
Hart Benton. And it was sort of a celebrity bill by the time it was over with,
with Truman, you know.

The chairman of the committee sat next to me in the house, and his
name was Tom Walsh. He was a tough labor guy from St. Louis. Scared me
to death when | first sat next to him. Another kind of a Jimmy Hoffa type,
and just used to intimidate the hell out of me because | was just a little
virgin down there and here was a guy that controlled the St. Louis
delegation. And he said, “I’ve got some bad news for you, Petrovic.” And |
said, “What’s the matter?” And he said, “On your damn bill.” 1 said,
“What’s the matter?”” and | was just taking everything so seriously. He said,
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“Truman wrote a letter and was against it.” | said, “Truman wrote a letter
and was against my bill? | can’t believe that!” He said, “No, damn it, I’ve
got the letter. I’ll show you in my office.” So, | mean, | was white. And |
went into his office, and he just manipulated me like a little puppy and said,
“Here’s the letter. Look at it.” So I’m reading this damn thing, and it was all
positive. [chuckling] That was the letter that was in there. So then he looked
at me and he said, “You can have the letter, too, because | know you would
want it.” So that’s the way that ended. And it passed over . . . It went
through the senate; and with the presentation, everybody was jumping onto
the bill.
Why would anyone be opposed to such a bill?
Oh, because of the . . . Interesting. A fellow named Brownlee, who was
then head of the state historical society, Richard Brownlee, everybody
wanted ... The lawyers were worried about what’s going to happen to
the legal stuff, you know. There’s one thing that you learn down there, that
if the lawyers are against it, they’re going to kill it. Well, here was
Brownlee in the state historical society wanting to be sure that none of his
records were going to be tampered with. Everybody was worried about
their own turf. And when in turn, following the guidelines of the Hoover
Commission, the Little Hoover Commission, it was a clean thing. But
everybody worried about their own little records getting looked at, see?
Everybody was worried.

Interestingly, that bill has saved the state of Missouri, very recently
by the admission . . . We put it in the secretary of state’s office. That was
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our option to where we think it ought to go. Well, since he’s kind of the
historian of records of the state and so on . . . And Kirkpatrick was
delighted to get it. He was worried that | was going to ask him to hire my
brother-in-law, because he . . . He said, frankly, he was very nervous about
taking pictures and getting involved in it because he thought I was trying to
get my brother-in-law a job in his office, which | wasn’t. But it saved the
state of Missouri hundreds of thousands of dollars in just getting . . .
knowing what to get rid of. And we had enough file cabinets. The final
testimony is that if this bill passes, the file cabinets that we have right now,
the surplus file cabinets would stretch from Jefferson City to Ashland,
Missouri, which was like fifteen miles. They never ordered file cabinets for
ten or fifteen years after. There was a moratorium on file cabinets. We had
file cabinets all over the place.

So things went to the dump.

Went to the dump. And, you know, most people, their idea of records
management was to fill a cabinet and move it over to another building, and
then let it . . . And nobody knew what was in it. The incumbent would be
gone, and so it was just nobody knew anything. So the whole bottom of the
Missouri legislature, of the capitol, was reclaimed through my bill. That
whole area was filled with records. When | was climbing on those boxes,
that’s where they were. The only records management we had in the state
of Missouri was to burn a building down. That was the only way you could
get rid of records was to burn them through fires. [See appendix item 12.]
So this set up the whole procedure?
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Right. Now they’ve got a new one, and | was pleasantly surprised because I
didn’t know he was going to feature my bill in the “Blue Book.” But, of
course, with the new records center down there . . . And then we carried
that, not only that, but when | became a judge of the county court, we
started a records development center here. And that’s when we ran across
Truman’s bankruptcy proceedings, which was kind of an embarrassment to
the family, as I later learned. | need to go off the record here, too. A rather
interesting thing . . . How much do you interface with the library?

Me personally?

Yeah, or your whole division.

Only as necessary. [chuckling]

Okay. WEell, this has to be off the record. Let’s shut the machine off for a
minute. [tape turned off] I’m sure you’ve got other things to do, and I have
to be home about a quarter till or a little bit before.

Okay. | need to ask you about the house. When was your first visit to the
Truman home?

The first visit was to . . . | had represented a company that manufactured
plastic wall tile, and there was an installation there and | wanted an excuse
to get in the house. So the fellow that installed it was a friend of mine who
bought his material from me, so . . . His name was Gene Sanders. He’s
since passed away. He installed it, and I went up and inspected it, so-called,
and that had to be . . . I can’t be specific, but it had to be in ’48, *49, or ’50,
something in that area. And never saw the family, to my recollection. They
weren’t there. | was just kind of ushered in and . . . It was very informal.
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Then, after the sports complex visit, advising the president and gave him
the picture, which he prominently displayed over there in his private area,
then | was there at the request or the urging of Ray Zackovich, who wanted
me to bring some . . . he said some Polish sausage and cabbage rolls from
the Sugar Creek event that we had. And | delivered them there and met Mr.
Truman on the back porch, and Mrs. Truman, and their maid, if I’m not
mistaken. And | later learned that it was too rich for him, but they ate it and
enjoyed it. Ray Zackovich took me there probably two times through the
back door into the screened-in porch. And then another time, I can’t recall
what the situation was, but |1 was shown his study a little more in detail.
That might have been at the same time that | visited the president on the
sports thing.

Back on the tile, do you remember what kind of tile was this?

It was plastic wall tile. [See appendix item 13.] The company was Injection
Molding Company, and that’s who | represented. They were an injection
molding company. We made wall tile that was distributed all over the
United States, and | was the sales manager of the company.

Do you remember the color or anything?

No, | want to say that it was a red . . . Have you seen it? Is it a red
marblette, | think, but I’m not sure. | could have been . . . Why that sticks in
my mind, it was a very popular color, but I can’t tell you for sure.

And this is the upstairs bathroom?

Yeah.

It’s kind of a blue color now. I think they remodeled it.
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If it’s plastic, it was a flat-looking plastic tile, but it was kind of
revolutionary at that time, because you could put it on the wall, stick it on
the wall, as opposed to tear the wall down and lay the cement and put your
ceramic tile. And it was very fashionable, very popular at that time as a
substitute because it didn’t carry a lot of wall load, and maybe that was a
consideration that Mrs. Truman had.

We’re having plaster problems up there, as a matter of fact. So this was a
brief visit?

Just an inspection, and | don’t even hardly remember how | got upstairs
hardly, but . . .

And the Trumans weren’t there?

If they were there, | didn’t notice them. I’m sure somebody was there.

And this was when he was president, so the Secret Service would have been
around?

Yeah, it seems to me. | just don’t remember much about that, other than
visiting. Yeah, it would have to be. Maybe he wasn’t there. Yeah, maybe no
one was there. That was probably the case, really, now that you . . .

Did you ever hear through Mr. Sanders what the reaction was from the
Trumans?

He told me that they liked it very much. He was a real rotund, jolly guy that
was kind of . . . everybody liked him immediately. But he was telling me
that there was some satisfaction and they liked it, and he had dealt with
them in picking the color out and so on.

Did he do work with them before?
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No. I don’t even know how he got the prospect. It might have been through
another company that he worked for, but he’s the one that did the job.

The second visit was for the sports complex?

Yeah.

And what year was that?

That was in . .. That had to be after the bonds were passed. | would say that
is either *69 or ’70.

So Mr. Truman was getting on in years.

Yes.

Because you said Mrs. Truman . . .

She sat over there in the corner and just let us visit. I mean, it was like my
mother would have done. | mean, if the two men were going to visit, she
didn’t interject herself. She just sat over there with her hands folded and,
you know, listened, but let us . . . And I think she realized that this was
quite a thrill for me, but it wasn’t any federal case or anything, she just let
me go.

Was this the big room with Mr. Truman’s portrait in it?

I can’t remember what the room looked like. | was just too geared up on
what | was there for, and | was excited.

You said it faced the street.

Yeah.

Delaware or Truman?

Yeah, Delaware. It faced Delaware.

Did she offer you any refreshments or anything like that?
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She might have asked me, and | don’t recall. I don’t think so. I just think it
was . . . And there was no time limit. | was there for thirty minutes and
visited, small talk.

She warned you that he was a bit hard of hearing and . ..

Yeah, she said, “He shuffles a little bit and uses his cane, and he’s not too
sure of himself, but he knows . .. He’ll know what you’re talking about if
you just kind of get next to him and kind of talk in his ear a little bit more!”

Did he seem better than the picture she had painted or about the same?

He seemed alert. | never sensed at all . . . And when he pointed to me and
said, “That’s your distinguishing mark and you ought to be proud of it,” |
knew that was the Truman that | had seen before and talked with. I’d seen
him over at the library half a dozen times. But he definitely was slowing
down, but was still alert.

So you went from the state legislature directly to the county court?

Right.

In ’66?

Yeah, elected in ’66.

And you were a county judge until ... ?

Nineteen seventy, through 1970.

And is that when the present system of county government was established?
A year after that . . . It was established during our administration—that was
one of our campaign planks—and after that it . . . The charter came into
effect, | think, about a year later, and Joe Bolger served as the last eastern
judge of the Jackson County Court. We were up in front of the Truman

41



home when they wanted to reduce the size of the legislature from fifteen to
about eleven, what it is now, and it was essential that it was done . . . That
was part of the plan, to do it in front of the Truman home—I don’t know, |
guess just to focus on it. Truman, when we proposed the county charter, our
political opponents were in control of the governor’s office, and they had a
chance, our opponents, through Governor Hearnes, had a chance to pick the
people on the charter. Here it was our product, but the governor ... our
enemies were the ones who actually had the charter hearings, Harold
Friedkin and a number of others. We lost total control of it by virtue of the
governor’s office, who appointed the people to hear it and the circuit
judges. So | went over and testified, and | had . . .

And | wanted to talk with Truman, so | talked with Truman about
... I think Curry and Charlie Wheeler and | visited with Truman and asked
him what size of court would he recommend. We knew it was going to be
larger, but there was some reason to maintain a three-judge court, at least in
the minds of people more now than ever before. And so | asked the
president what did he recommend, or did he have a suggestion. Among
other things, we talked about the other bond issues. That’s a specific on the
court. If the charter goes through and we accept these recommendations to
shorten the ballot according to the plans that you laid out years and years
ago, and | reminded him of a speech he made at Colbern Road, a speech in
which he had suggested this. | said, “What size of the county court would
you think would be ideal?”” And he said, “I’m not going to tell you that.” He
said, “I don’t think that’s any of my affair, but 1 would suggest to you to
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keep it as small as possible. Don’t let it be so large that it’ll be another city
council. Because you’ll have all these people representing every interest,
and it becomes neighborhood. Then it’ll talk about sidewalks and curbs and
streets.” And he said, “The county court should be a fast-moving body. It
should be able to make intercounty, inter-city, interstate compacts, and it
should be able to move fast, and if it’s too large it won’t.” Well, he didn’t
tell me a number, so | had proposed in front of the charter from five to
seven people maximum. After looking at the nationwide system of county
governments, that seemed to be reasonable. Well, what did they do? Fifteen
people ended up on there. Everybody had their two bits, and indeed it
became, as I’ve often said since then, another city council. And that was the
reason why | was invited to speak on it again, since it was a product of our
administration, and so we stood in front of the Truman home. | don’t know
whether . . . who suggested that, or whether | suggested it or said it would
be . .. why don’t we do it in front of there. I think it was the committee.
And so we stood in front of the Truman home and, as that as a backdrop,
spoke from that point.

And that was the recent shrinking?

Several years ago, yeah.

From fifteen to eleven?

Maybe eight, nine years ago, seven, eight years ago. Yeah.

So you’re one of those rare politicians who kind of created yourself out of
office in the new system?

Mm-hmm, yeah. Matter of fact, everybody thought | was going to win, but
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I did a couple of things that didn’t fall. Curry left and then everybody
thought | was going to win, and the other guy worked a little harder, and
then | fired a couple of people and did not kow-tow to Harvey Jones, who’s
a good friend of mine, and he worked against me and put Bolger up.

So you did run for the county—

I ran my third term and was defeated, uh-huh.

But you didn’t run for the county administrator or county executive, | guess
is what it’s called?

No. | did file last year and got out on another fluke.

| have a few more questions if you have time.

Yeah, I’'m just right over the hill, so another ten minutes if you want to go

ahead and shoot for that.

[End #4370; Begin #4371]

PETROVIC:

WILLIAMS:

PETROVIC:

Leslie, you do a good job. [chuckling]

You mentioned when we were off the tape, you described Rose Conway.
Could you describe her again and your relationship with her?

Yeah, Rose Conway, in my opinion, is probably the almost perfect kind of
executive secretary that you would want. She was extremely protective of
the president, in a way that wasn’t obnoxious. She was very cooperating,
and | always felt that when I would ask her a question that would involve
the president, that she always prefaced it by saying, “Now, | don’t want you
to think that the president said this, but here’s the way | kind of see it . . .”
But always afforded me, and I’m sure others, an opportunity—but | can’t
speak for them—to bring people in the library who had a serious interest.
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Or she would . . . Just like the Paulsen deal, she didn’t have to paint me a
picture. I knew exactly that the president didn’t want to see him. He
probably was peeking out of the house when we were there. And Paulsen
knew it. Paulsen felt very uneasy. He knew he had blown it. And that was
vintage Truman.

But Rose Conway, | visited with her many times, and she would
call me if she wanted me to do something for her. And I can’t recall what it
was, but we always had a . . . just a kind of a .. . . you could just come in the
back door and visit with her. She’d always give me time. She was a most
gracious lady. | never, ever expected her to write a book. Now, that’s the
kind that you dream about. But she was a rare person.

She wouldn’t even give an oral history to the library.

Is that right? God.

She took it all with her.

She took a ton. I can remember one incident that | need to go off the record
on the thing, and that was when | was in there one time and somebody from
the Jewish community had called and wanted to donate an ambulance for
Israel and wanted Truman to have his name on the side of it. The Jews just
worked him to a lather, I guess. [chuckling] But anyway, the conversation
went something like this: “Well, no, I’m sure the president in the past hasn’t
done this, and I’m sure he won’t agree to having his name on there.” And
then there was this other conversation, and she said, “Well, I’m telling you
that I just don’t think it would be worth your while to talk to him about it.”
And it went on again, and finally . . . finally, it got a little worse, and then
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finally after . . . she just finally said, “Well, I’ll ask him, but I’m sure it will
be negative.” So then that conversation ended. She looked up and she said,
“Mr. Truman never said this,” made that preface again, “but they either
want to love you or want to kill you. There’s no in-between.” [chuckling]
So she mediated a lot of things like that?

Yes. Oh, yeah. | just think she was a great mediator. | think that’s what
made her more exceptional, because | think he relied on her to clear out . . .
He was so accessible. He was so accessible, and I never really understood
how he could have the patience to sit there when I’d march someone in, an
in-law or a friend. But she would screen it, and he seemed to rely totally on
her judgment. And it was she that had this . . . She just resented this
infringement on the family. | think she held them so dearly and must have
had such a relationship that she was the guardian angel of the Truman
personal side. And if Rose Conway told you something, that was it. And
she was just as good a person as I’ve ever known.

You knew you didn’t have to second-guess her judgment?

Exactly. She said it, that was it, and . . . But she made him so accessible, so
apparently he didn’t mind either. I think he rather enjoyed it. And he, a
number of times, he took me into his . . . | visited with him one time, and |
don’t know what the occasion was but it wasn’t anything big. | just
probably was in there and he was in there and | would see him. And he took
me into the back room and showed me . . . Oh, yeah, my state records act.
And it was just conversation that he knew it passed, and took me into the
little side room where he had . . . and showed me letters from President
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Hoover. And he said, “No one ever paid any attention to Hoover.” And he
said, “And when | gave him that job of heading that commission”—the
letters have been public, I’ve heard them—and he told me that he was so
appreciative. He said, “I’ve learned to admire the man.” And they had a
great relationship. And he showed me a letter that Hoover had written him,
two or three letters. And | asked him about certain stuff that he had on the
walls here, you know. He made it a point to show me he had the Sertoma
award hanging in that area—not public, but in his own area.

You mentioned as an eastern district judge for Jackson County that one of
your duties was to show people around Independence, | guess.

Mm-hmm.

You’d bring them to the library, but would those stops ever go to the
Truman home after Mr. Truman stopped coming here?

Oh, yeah. The interesting thing about it, people would come in that office
knowing that his office was in the county court building—I mean, in the
courthouse. But never realizing that that was as interesting a part of the tour
as anything. And I’d say, “Do you realize . ..” You know, “We want to
see the Truman home. Where’s the Truman home? And where’s the
library? And can you give us any information on that?”” And some of it was
just people walking in. And I’d say to them, “Do you realize you’re
standing in his office?” “Oh, my God!” | mean, it was almost hallowed
ground. | could never understand why that wasn’t more part of the itinerary,
because that’s where the nuts and bolts was, at least outside of his home,
which was more of a sanctuary to him. But they were always happy.
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And the Koreans just loved him. | brought a number of Koreans
through here, to take them over. As a matter of fact, | took a prominent
doctor from Japan through here during the last ten years who . . . | was told
through the people that asked me to take him through—nhe is the one that
pioneered arthroscopy—to avoid the atomic bomb display. And damned if |
didn’t. .. I knew where it was, but I didn’t know they’d moved it. And as |
rounded the corner, thinking | had avoided it, there it was bigger than hell.
And of course this Japanese, | figured if he was going to say anything, 1’d
tell him, “We didn’t start it.” | applauded Truman for dropping the bomb.
But the Japanese handled it very well. Then we used our helicopter two or
three times in other events to fly over here and photograph this place for
Ben Zobrist.

Would you just then take these people by the Truman home? You wouldn’t
arrange a personal visit?

Many times | just took them, yeah. | never, ever imposed on the family
there by making a federal case. We’d just pass by it. But | took them
through my courtroom. And then those people . . . There were some from
Africa who came through here, Malawi, and brought him over here and
introduced them to the president from time to time. And there was an
insurance executive that was doing something who wanted to meet Truman,
and Truman came out and took pictures with him. | have that in my files at
home, from Franklin Life Insurance Company. And then the Bobby
Kennedy thing was my most noteworthy kind of visit. And all those
pictures have been turned over to them.
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So Bobby Kennedy came up to the courthouse?

No, just to the back room here, the president’s.

And you were . .. ?

And | was part of the entourage there. The only one with a camera. The
only one with a camera, and it was out in the car. And | said, “Oh, my God,
here I am with some history here,” and | wanted pictures, and finally 1 just
said, “I’ll do it,” I was just thinking to myself. “Mr. President, excuse me,
but I have a camera in the car,” and there wasn’t any press there, “May | go
out in the car and get it?” And he said, “Sure.” So | just went through the
crowd, pushed through there and all the crowd in the back, and got the
camera, walked back in and took pictures, and didn’t have a soul take a
picture of me. And everybody else just loved the pictures. | mean, | had an
affinity for doing dumb things, you know. That was one of them. [See
appendix item 13.]

That’s the way | am.

But those are very precious to me.

Could you talk a little bit more about your visits with Ray Zackovich?

Ray Zackovich? Yeah.

You arranged . . . You said that you got . . .

Well, a couple of times he took—

.. . access to the study of the house.

Yeah, matter of fact, | think he was the one that took me in and showed me
where . . . the first time, or to more detail, where the president did his work
every morning, and | was amazed at how threadbare the rug was, where you
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could just see where he sat. But Ray seemed to have . . . Ray was a gutsy
... agutsy Secret Service man who took liberties far beyond . . . I think, if
you’ve met him . ..

I’ve talked to him on the phone.

He’s just a gutsy guy. | just wonder how he lasted so long. | don’t want that
in the . . . You might want to delete that, too. But he just seemed to be able
to do anything he wanted over there. And so he’d call me up sometimes and
[say], “Let’s go see the president today.” And I’d say, “What have you got
going on?” And he’d say, “Well, get some Polish sausage down there at the
thing and let’s go over.” My wife made some Polish sausage and cabbage
rolls, and we took it up there one time with him.

Did you know he liked . . . used to like those things?

Well, Ray would say it, but you couldn’t tell whether Ray knew any more
than . . . But | learned that it was too rich for him. I think Mrs. Truman told
me that it was pretty rich for him, he was trying to watch himself. And
probably so. If you haven’t tasted that stuff, it’s just like getting a shot of
Shlivowitz without thinking it was some lime juice or something.
[chuckling]

And you said you sat out on the back porch?

On the back porch, and just kind of small-talked for a little bit, and then we
left.

He obviously knew who you were?

| was taken in by a Secret Service car. Yeah, well, he knew who | was, sure.
But Ray ... Sometimes | was a little bit embarrassed by it, because without
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any protocol at all, here I come riding in there and come up to the back door
and say, “Here . . .” you know? But Ray was gutsy. He’s the one that
bawled me out for not letting him know and then taking me personally to
visit the president at the time of the wake here. And that wasn’t my idea.

But | got pretty acquainted with him, and it was Rose Conway who
called me and said, “One of your countrymen is a Secret Service agent.”
And | said, “Oh, really?” She said, “He wants to meet all the Serbs in the
area, and he learned about you through somebody else,” and wanted to
know if she knew me. And she said yes, and so she arranged our meeting.
And from then on he became a family friend, a long-time family friend.
Still is.

But he was a Serbian Orthodox, as | was, and | converted to
Catholicism, which was tantamount to leaving the Communist Party, and
caught all kinds of heck from that from my parents. | mean, they never even
... till they died, they never got over the fact that | married a Catholic. And
with this affair that’s going on over in Yugoslavia now, Serbs just don’t
join Catholics because that’s this long battle. Well, Ray was a Serb and still
goes to the Serbian Orthodox churches I used to belong to. But I’m sort of a
religious outcast of that group because | married one of those Catholics,
see.
What was your reaction when Mr. Truman died?
Oh, it was a pretty . . . a pretty sad time, yeah. He was such an important
part of history that I just felt like it was a real sad time. That’s the reason
that | felt like | needed to . . . to really pay an homage to him in that way. So
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I was . .. We expected it, but it was . . . it was a real sad time.

Did you have any contact with Mrs. Truman after that?

No.

Or Rose Conway?

She was still here for a while, wasn’t she? Yeah, | did. Yeah, | had contact
with her. Matter of fact, | had . . . her and her sister both. | can’t recall what
the situation was, a birthday or something, | did something. I kind of kept
some contact with her since then. Her sister died before her? | don’t
remember. But | did maintain a contact with her.

Are you still involved in county politics?

No, not really. I’ve just gotten in because somebody wanted me to run and
thought it was going to be a shoo-in until other ingredients got in. I still
watch politics. I’m still always interested in the county court, and very
proud to have served, but beyond that I have no plans for public office. My
time has come and has gone.

What were your major duties as the county judge in the sixties? You
mentioned that gradually the judicial things were stripped away.

Well, it’s administrative. It’s roads and parks, but my administration was
unique in that we had these seven bond issues building the world’s largest
sports complex, the largest order for seats ever in the history of sports with
the Chiefs and the Royals. So | was very, very busy on all those bond
issues. | never really got a chance to enjoy the office from the point of view
of not having a lot to do, as it was in the past, but the eastern judge
historically always sat out here. Then they built the new courthouse
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downtown to satisfy the Kansas City interests, but Truman always sat out
here. Presiding judge sits downtown, but we were just coming and going.
We would meet every . ..

You know, Jackson County politics is unique. The county court
rotates, meeting in downtown and here. It’s the most unique system in the
entire United States, I’m told. Nobody has two courthouses. And so it was
the bond action that just took all of my time. I used to just kind of complain
that you’d just go from one meeting on the parks. We developed the Little
Blue Valley flood control program, and the sewer district, and the juvenile
institutions, and the remodeling of the courthouses, and the widening of
Noland Road, which is the first time the county ever got involved in city
things. But it was our feeling that that was a north and south traffic we
needed to go through the city. So | was just busy with that and the board of
equalization. Adjusting taxes was that legal function.

So basically everything the county legislature does now you did back then
with three people?

Yeah, and you did it with a lot more authority. And that’s the thing. I think
the people of this county, and I have to admit myself in this little short foray
of my running, that the eastern district has never been the same. I think that
was a mistake, not to combine government, but to change the three-judge
system. | think there’s a lot of merit in having your eastern judge here,
because he represented the east. They have nobody now. They’ve got a
couple of guys, Fred Arbanis and some of the others, but they don’t have
any sense of the east. Nobody identifies them with the county court, and
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now they’re just up there and the county executive runs everything. All the
power has been moved to one point, and that’s . . . And I’ve found that the
people in the eastern district resent that very strongly. I’ve taken some
criticism over it. | admit that that was a mistake, that we should have
maintained that identification. Of course, Kansas City is so overwhelming
now. We’ve got most of the people are going to go . . . The money’s in
Kansas City and the east has nothing but what the little boy shot at, as they
say.

Well, I’d like to thank you for coming by and doing this interview. It’s been
very interesting for me.

Thank you. | enjoyed doing it.
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WILLIAMS:  Thanks for sharing the pictures with us, too.

PETROVIC: Not at all.

END OF INTERVIEW
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APPENDIX

Unless otherwise noted, copies of items are courtesy of Alex Petrovic. Researchers interested
in Judge Petrovic’s career may wish to consult the additional historical items in his interview
file at the offices of Harry S Truman National Historic Site in Independence, Missouri, and
in the collections of the Jackson County Historical Society in Independence, Missouri, to
whom Judge Petrovic donated his large scrapbook collection in the years subsequent to this
interview. Archival collections at the Harry S. Truman Library also document Petrovic’s
political and community contacts with Harry and Bess Truman.

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Telegram, Petrovic and Miller families to Margaret Truman, 16 March 1947
(courtesy Harry S. Truman Library).

Margaret Truman to Mr. and Mrs. M. Petrovic, 21 March 1947 (courtesy Harry S.
Truman Library).

“Raise Voices to Save a Campus,” The Kansas City Times, 30 November 1965;
“Truman Opposes Phasing Out of College Center,” St. Joseph, Mo., News-Press, 30
November 1965.

Independence Sertoma Club banquet program, 10 April 1962.

Photograph of Harry S Truman speaking at the Independence Sertoma Club banquet,
10 April 1962.

Photograph of Harry S Truman and the head table at the Independence Sertoma Club
banquet, 10 April 1962.

“Club Honors Mr. Truman,” The Independence Examiner, 11 April 1962.
“Sertoma Award to Mr. Truman,” unidentified newspaper clipping, 11 April 1962.

Photograph of Bess and Harry Truman with the Sweet Adelines at the Independence
Sertoma Club banquet, 11 April 1962.

Alex M. Petrovic to Honorable Harry S. Truman, 13 March 1970 (courtesy Harry S.
Truman Library).

“Raps Cost on State Records,” The Kansas City Star, 13 January 1965.

Midwest Plastic Tile Co. contract with Bess Truman, July 1949 (courtesy Harry S.
Truman Library).

Photograph of Harry S Truman and Robert Kennedy at the Harry S. Truman Library,
24 September 1960, photograph by Alex Petrovic (courtesy Harry S. Truman
Library, photograph #77-4108). Petrovic’s other photographs in the Truman Library
collection are 77-4103 through 77-4108, 77-4118 through 77-4127, and 85-1-1 and
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2.
14. Harry S. Truman to Honorable Alex M. Petrovic, 4 March 1963.

15. “Asks Truman Statue in Independence Building,” The Kansas City Star, 4 March
1965.

16. “Truman Is Grateful for Anniversary Fete,” The Kansas City Star, 10 April 1965.
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SAVE A BAMPUS commission made its recoms
mendation. 1,

“ " “The phasing out of the Inde-

ey pendence Residence center

Indegendence - Leaders would strike a fatal blm; ht:

© ., '“*pastern Jackson County an
Ar.‘! H.!aﬁd at He'r"!? .. deed to the Kansas City Metro-
¥ m;.,g,m.s.c. Center "' politan area.” he said. I
& Tells of Truman Comment

EHPHASIS ON THE NEED. reemie 55 e o o

dav_morning ;v‘uh Mr. Truman;

F ’ 2 to discuss the fate of the center.

State 'Htghe.r Education, He (Mr. Truman) told me to

Boardy)s, Told o . ' tell you that he was for the cen-

;rd” "To .f.Com il ter 00 per cent when it was

imdnity’s Position 'lprﬁpu'sn'(l angt built and that he

‘.@,4,{“"‘“—'—‘ # 1l yag for it 100 per cent naw,""
o africia Jansen Dayle'* ! ' Petrovic reported.

{{gducation Editor of The S1ar)* 13 | wiih the passage of the new

Atadelegation of nearly |jigner cducation bill, he contin y Gk
100 "'g'ersuns at a heal‘mg&“ed‘ Truman said: “The l‘lﬂﬁi:l{ 'D;hONIWUR-70!1miINBEP

ife . y 1 of the center would not be in the college day " L i
yg#grday l-m[m?e _the .\hs-. best national interest.” 'rrumunl Earl | Dawson,’ presideat. {of I“mm*w:menuy’-hgm"] '
Squri Commission .&~ 00| added that he was proud to have | Higher  Education: Dr. Ben Morion, exocutive secrstafy
‘tAgher Education ‘urged| il lor a neighbor. Alex Petrovic, and Dr. Warren C. Lovinger. president of

- 1, o]
( cohtin i \thet Dr. Warren C. Lovinger, pres-
cotiined Cparabio ot l.he: ident of Central Missouri State|

|Independenge = Residence | college, said the charges of in-
center by ‘Central Missouri: ferior educauundrepﬂned in the
1 . *press had cause great concern
State cpl.lege,  on both the Warrensburg and In-|
The commission was told ‘h“‘.; dependence campuses. |
+former President Harry S Tru—i " Cltes Library Lies ‘
;_l_n_u?)wu‘loﬂ per cent behind me.l He sdid that the [ndependence |
ic?ntmuaucm‘ of the center, ' center had 10,000 volumes in its |
" which is adjacent to the Truman :m;rary and could draw upon the
“library. . | 150,000 volumes at :-Varreqr_;fbul{_g
| The commission was told that | °% sameday service. The ‘-
‘and educational leaders of Inde- i‘ brary holdines at five junior Sl
pendence and Eastern Jackson '| 8% in Missouri range from 6,
County testified to the quality of |91 to 13.225, he said. ‘These
‘lhe center’s education program,:| SChocls were Flat River, Jasper
to the need for higher education County, Moberly, St. Joseph 20d
in Independence and some Trentan,
called for future expansion of.
the center's operation and facili-
‘tes. .
Legislators Asked Hearing
ié{l'ge i‘ﬁmhg has been request- R
'ed by three Jackson County leg-
‘islators _after the commission Tmmﬂ.ﬂ OPDOSES
roil?d mependence residents Ph . 0 t f
earlier this month with’its rec- asin
ommendation to Gov. Warren E. g M
Hearnes that the C. M. 8. C.
cease operating the ceater by 'COllege Center
the falliof 1967 e
The #Commission on Higher
Education: favored the Indepen-
dence. community meeting it
publicr higher-education needs arTen "
either - by -creating a separate oppodﬂni; tgﬂmasmges gl
junior college listrict or joining :-.. ntral: Mi ph o the
Metropolitan Junior College— . i Iz:ﬁ sib:wln%"lml
: epen-

Kansas City. |
detice,' Truman's hometown.
i alse asked state Rep,
&ﬂm trovic, D-Jackson Coun-
"Momgay (o relay his opposi-
toifmembers of the Missou-
ion on- Higher Edu-

bel gpinmission and the Jack-
;son” County College Committee
met ' in - Independence Monday
: for - a hearing on whether the
~ center sbould. be retained. '+
P'l;lf‘lm‘lﬂ'l.i:“‘l ‘gtatement o
Yelrovic, { said ‘the ‘phasing. out.
would| be againstt present na-
tinpa_njnu‘_nm and _empbasis

| » INDEPENDENCE, Mo..(AP)
“Former President Harry Tra-
m;ul_d he is writing Gov.

5
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Independence Sertoma Club

ROCKWOOD COUNTRY CLUB
APRIL 10, 1962

Item 4a
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Independence Sertoma Club

NOTE: If you wish your menu autographed by Mr.
L ¥ plosr D o Y ROCKWOOD COUNTRY CLUB

Truman sign your name here. It will be auto-

graphed later and returned to you.

A{t X \A, '-.ju_' TR aul (

T

TOSSED GREEN SALAD
FILET MIGNON — MUSHROOMS
POTATOES AU GRATIN
FRESH BUTTERED PEAS

/ GOLDEN SHERBET

APRIL 10, 1962

A

6:30 P.M. Social Hour
7:00 P.M. Dinner

INVOCATION ... Rev. Thomas J. Waterman M.R.F.
Assistant Pastor, St. Mary's Church

Music by “Sweet Adelines” During the Dinner
INTRODUCTIONS .......ccocorvrrrrrereenn. Alex Petrovic

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS ... Cass Churan
District Governor

PRESENTATION OF GOLD NUGGET AWARDS
William McGraw

INTRODUCTION OF HON. HARRY S. TRUMAN
Noel Fields

PRESENTATION OF SERVICE TO MANKIND
AWARD Alex Petrovic

PRESENTATION OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Vernon L. Odekirk

BENEDICTION ............c.c........ Rev. James G. Moseley
Blue Ridge Blvd. Christian Church

A GOLDEN PAST ... A GOLDEN FUTURE

Item 4b
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Item 5

From left to right: Noel Fields, Alex Petrovic, Harry S Truman, Fran Petrovic, and
Bess W. Truman.
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Item 6

From left to right: Alex Petrovic, Harry S Truman, Noel Fields, Fran Petrovic, Bess W.
Truman, and Mrs. and Mr. Cass Curan.
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The Independence Examiner, Wednesday, April 11, 1962

nalt T re—

CLUB HONORS MR. TRUMAN ... An award for his “service to mankind,” andll
a life membership were presented last night to Harry S, Truman, former president, |
by the Sertoma Club, A plaque, emblematic of the citation, was given to Mr. Truman |
by Alex M. Petrovie, right, Serloma president. Vernon Odekirk, eenter, vice president
of the club handed Mr. Truman the gold-engraved life membership card. Mr. Truman,
said he had been given many awards, but he appreciated one from an organization in'
his home town more than any. The presentations were made during a dinner meeting
at Rockwood Count g Club, attended by 198 persons. Twenty new members of the
“club were inductea = - Sk ; B i S S, ¢l

Item 7
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ALEX M. PETROVIC
JUDGE. EASTERN DISTRICT

CounTy CouRrt. Jackson COunTY
INDEPENDENCE,Mo. 64050

March 13, 1970

Honorable Harry S. Truman
Harry S. Truman Library
24 Highway at Delaware
Independence, Missouri

Dear President Truman:

It was indeed an honor and privilege for me
to have the opportunity to give you a briefing
and progress report on the Harry S. Truman Sports
Complex.

Your personal warmth and that of Mrs. Truman's
was very much appreciated and I hope you will for-
give my rapid presentation. I am still nervous
just thinking of being in the presence of such a
great president. (I am guite sure that it was
visible that day.)

I will keep you appraised of the project from
time to time and I have asked Mr. Ralph Myers of
Kivett and Myers, architects of the project, to
design an appropriate edifice at each of the two
stadia and he will present to you copies of his
drawings for your comments.

If there is any matter that I did not cover
or if there are any questions that arise, I would
be happy to present any other information you feel
necessary.

With kindest personal regards.

Rfﬁpeﬁﬁfully,

Alex M. Petrovic

AMP :ph

Item 10

Source: Papers of Harry S. Truman, Post Presidential Name File, Box 112, Folder
“Petrovic, Alex M.,” Harry S. Truman Library.
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AAPS COST ON
STATE RECORDS

Missouri’s 3-Million-Dal-
lar-a-Year Bill Termed
Too High

A DRAIN ON TAXPAYERS

Alex Petrovic Says Keep-
ing Inactive Data Is
Expensive

By Robhert P. Sigman

(A Member ot The Star's Staff) i
Jefferson City — Mis-:
souri’s annual 3-million-dol-!
lar-a-year bill for keeping.
state records is far too;
much, Rep. Alex M. Petro-!
vie (D-Jackson County) be-
lieves. I
Laid end (o end, he says, the;
papers on file in offices here;
would reach to the moon and
hack nearly
miles.

i
|
|
[}

Survey Is Cited

Records no longer needed and
lack of a comprehensive archi-
val system are adding to the
cost, he said. One survey
showed Missouri taxpayers are
spending nearly half a million
dollars each year to store rec-
ords which could be destroyed.

“With prime office space
valued at $¢ a square foot,” he
said, “keeping inactive records
becomes a costly item in the
state budget.

twice — 866,000

“Business [imds that it takes
£140 a year in space, equipment,
personnel and mainienance
costs to keep a file cabinet in|
prime office space,’” he said.
“On the other hand, it costs 34
{o $8 to maintlain the same rec-
ords in a low cost records cen-
ter.

The 11th district representa-;
tive from Independence said he
will introduce a bill this week
to provide for a records man-
agement and archives program.
A commission that would evalu-
ale stale records also would he
created.

“The commission's early
evaluations should permit de-
stroying as high as 70,000 cubic
fest of records,” he said.

Use Much Space

A 1955 survey showed state of-|
fices contained a fuarler of a!
million cubic fect of records. In
some offices a third of the space
is covered by file cabinets.

“Quite a few of our sister;
slates and the federal govern-|
ment have found that al leasti
35 per' cent of all records in of-
fices can be moved to a records
center as soon as a file drawer
is not referred to more than
once per month,"” the repre-
sentative said.

Petrovic said a recent report
made by the American Society
of Archivists describes Missouri
an “‘an archival no man’s land.”
The society strongly recom-
mended a records management
plan,

Item 11
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JARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY

'resident's Secretary's Files

——

Midiwest Plastic Jite Co. Ne 1119

TELEPHONE: BE, 5154
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

CUSTOMER'S COPY
CONTRACLCT

Hrs Trumen Date e aLe e 15

The undersigned Licensed Contractor agrees to furnish all materials and labor necessary to do modernization work on premises
located at the followipg address:

No. 10 Mo Teler-pa Toaglo- "
TN fhireel) Lk liaded U 7T e (State)

in accordance with specifications given below. Workmanship guaranteed under normal usage. - - - -

SPECIFICATIONS

frates1l xlestie—oid s Rl ; Y T 2
=+ ta—FraoerfTa=C =1f vouls I oReTId Iicery XX LU ot LU
the heickt of 55 inchos sboVe—olocr,deemetet—rFieeEytun 2
= o E e et C—Hovtr—— T T uUvi, suduy o
. built ckgrex gowa Color in Niglide—bOrsen—+——6-
2 —LEeedTo
Trinm Glopls = 712 = g7
T
MiYe to e rocut o =Y O SRS L AT s
=T LR =2 = A=A A =i ol T LU T,
T. = P T FTE ) L e =
moecE e GUptoe wl=Uewl
-~
All for the sum of Oon Conpletion V- e e e
1 T f ~Je
The undersigned property owner, upon completion of . L
3 e F
said work, to pay (,\‘___/ f A ’/"’j [/
Cash (if any) A At e A
. and execute a promissory note for the ]/’-’ 7
/ a
/N 4
balance of Pad) ;_.'. / = P

Payable in monthly installments. WA e P ol
Owner further agrees that the equity !n thls property Is security for this contract, al./p'rnpert:r will not~be sold_or title :ra'nnter;ad.
until full payment of this contract has been made. Thls agreement shall become binding only upon written acceptance hereof, by the
principal or authorized officer of the contractor, or upon commencin g performance of ‘the work.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned has (bave) hereunto set his (thelr) hand(s) and seal(s) the day and year first above written.

MngEsr PL.-QTIC TILE CO. " . Accepted by:
I ;}'
i T I Ve S 2 O B

Tl Amtroatngl

(Husband or Purchaser)

Item 12
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Iltem 14

Crowd on the front lawn of the Truman home on election night, 2 November 1948. To
the right in the picture, Alex Petrovic is in shirt sleeves with his right arm raised.
Standing behind him in the light-colored shirt is his nephew. The Kansas City Star

published this photograph from the Associated Press on 3 November 1948 with the
following caption: ““We Want Harry’ was the chant of this group assembled before the
Truman residence in Independence this morning, only about an hour before dawn.
Much earlier Miss Margaret had appeared and told similar groups that Mr. Truman
was not at home. However, enthusiastic groups kept forming and calling for the
President at intermittent periods.”
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HARRY S. TRUMAN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSO URI

March 4, 1963

Dear Mr. Petrovic:

I more than appreciated your good letter of the
26th of February, and it would be presumptious
on my part to try to express my views regarding
legis lation with which all the members of the
General Assembly are familiar.

If there is any special legislation that has to do
with cities the size of Independence, or with
County Government, 1 might be able to be of some
use to you, I don't want it to appear, under any
circumstances, that I am trying to tell the Legis-
lative Branch of the Government of Missouri what
they ought to do or how they ought to do it.

Sincerely yours,

Honorable Alex M, Petrovic
Missouri House of Repres entatives
Jefferson City, Missouri

Item 15
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|S. Truman be placed in the fed-|

|
[

|
|

r

Rep. Alex M. Petrovic (D-Jack-
/Son_County) motes _the General

Asks Truman Statue in
Independence Building |

By Robert P. Sigman | college boards authority to ap-

{4 temoer of The Star's Staffl | point or remove the president
Jefferson City—A resolution| 5,4 faculty members.

that requests a statue of Harry | Clements also Inbroduced’ 3

eral oifice building now under ' bill that would require luminous
construction in Independence | license plates on both the fromt
was introduced in the Missouri| and rear of motor vehicles 'in*
House today. 'the state. The additional cost is
In the measure the sponsor, estimated at $1,912,600 a year. .

Services administration has set
aside 315.000 for statuary in the
structure.

No decision has been made
concerning the nalure of the art
work, the resolution added.

The resolution requests that
copies be forwarded to the Mis-
souri congressional delegation
and the GSA in Washington.

Petrovic also was a co-sponsor
of a bill that would require writ-
ten examination and licensing of
life insurance agents by the
state insurance superintendent.

The estimated cost for two ex-
aminers, two clerks and two
secretaries is $35,000 the first
year and 516,000 thereafter,

Two bills related lo education
were introduced.

One would allow patrons of
school districts to vote whether
their area is to be included in a
proposed jraior college district.
The law would apply to junior
college districts covering three
or more counties.

The other bill, presented by
Rep. Homer Clements (D-Jack-
son County) would give state

Item 16
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WAVING IN RESPONSE (o an ovation today in Independence Is former
President Harry S. Truman. Guests and other townspeople are also seen at
the entrance of the Truman library where a program was held today to mark
the 29th anniversary of his taking the presidential oath of office following the
death of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Truman IS Grateful' "Truman ‘Tllanigs’;
For Anniversary Fete  To Nvighbors

Warm words of apprecialion; [l js nol for me o add im- {Eaninued: Bromt Bage 1)
were spoken today by Harrv S.|perishable words of praise o Merce: Judge Floyd L. Snyder,
'Truman in response to neigh-lthose which have echoed from Sounty court: Gail King, direc-
baors, fellow townsmen, friends|the far corners of the earth dur- tor of the Missouri university
and kinfoik who gaihered today|ing the last twn decades. It is extension service: Col.. Rufus
in threatening weather tn mark |nol necessary for me tn add lo Burrus, his military aide: Elvin
the 29th anniversary of his tak-! those words because each pass-| K. I,uff‘ Masonic bodies: Garvin
ing the presidentiai nath of of-|ing day, history itself does so.| H. Dyer, Jackson Square asso-
fice. |I\Iay I merely say, Mr. Presi- ciation: Everett J. - McCluhan;

The ceremony was on Lhe|dent, every Missourian walks a g‘d“P“"dE"“ school board; the
steps of the Truman library and|little taller today because their t.e" hH- I;f Hunt, former pa_stm"
rain sprinkled the crowd several | neighbor, Harry S§. Truman. ;‘d the @ “g,t dBar{tist church;
times and a brisk shower start-|faced a world in chaos with) = "MFH - Hinde. jr., postmas-
ed at the close. | courageous wisdom anci bruugm.g:'r,h.?.m% A.k Bundschu, __and

. More than 500 persons heard |order to it.” M ip DIOoKS, . 4 ;
words from representatives of| Petrovic also read House TL nsic l\“ﬁ" provided db) the
| most every walk of life express-| resolution No. 155 which was ruman high school band. Mem-
1bers of veterans organizations

ing ‘appreciation of Truman's|passed Thursday. The resolu-) r
work In the White House, his formed color guards on, elther

tion set aside this week starting| . 3
return to live in Independence‘today as Harry S. Truman ap'|glrdaivddutrfngenu?:née-‘r;nmﬁh&m

and his decision to build the|preciation week in Missouri. ; L 2
multi-million-dollar Truman | Mayor L. F. P. Curry, who|, Miss Mary Jane Truman'ab
brary there. [had earlier made a proclama-| o o ;em:ﬂ? oo A

The thema of most of the re-|tion selting aside the week inj o % o Tat;é I“ '
marks were [ound in the wordsl Independence, introduced others | ™ Tru?‘nag wprtes;'u "l
sead by.Alex M. Petrovic, a|fram the communily who were |, .- eaﬂem B men-q w!"‘ afl‘:
member-of the Missouri house|associated with Truman or \vi!nl,.rh'ev will'swennd S Ne ‘ D:ekl
of representalives. They were|had remarks to¥make about his| oo andl'ug Washis ?s; w
words [rom a telegram sent by | life. ' Ac i, Wasmingiod. i
Gov.;-Warren E. Hearns, wha| These included, Clarence H.
was unable to attend because of | Heflin. president of the Inde-
prior committments. In part this| pendence Chamber of UCom-
is what Hearns sairl: | SRR o I Peearen: B3
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