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The Examiner,

Thursday,

October 21,
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: The Rev. Edward E. Hebby clips away at hedges around the Truman home,  8ess Truman. Hobby has been the handymen fer the Truman family for

1 sorucing it up for visifors attending today's funeral for former first lady  almost 30 years. "I'm just a fixture of the family,” he says.

9 L] B -

| Handyman cherishes Truman memories

r i ¥

{ By Jan Smith Hobby, a minister of the First always appreciated my work. They “She just laughed. She got the

L Cf The Examiner Baptist Church in Tonganoxie, Kan., “always called me Reverend.” biggest kick out of that,” Hobby -

- described the death Monday of 97- The Trumans' appreciation for said. “I could really make her—

3 For almost 30 years. the Rev. year-ld former first lady Bess, Hobby was evident in other ways. laugh.” :

a Edward E. Hobby has worked as a Truman as a great loss. He said he When Truman died in 1372, Eobby Mrs. Truman was quite humorous

r self-deseribed “all around man" for had yet to learn from Margaret received a telegram :‘rom herself at times, Hobby said. He®

d the Truman family. Truman Daniel, the Trumans' only Washington and learned that he described her as a quiet person who

A He went to work part time for the  child, how the death would affect his would be escorted by a federal of- ‘‘didn't make a fuss” and one who -
Trumans soon after they returned to  job. ficial to the funeral. He attended lovedtoread.
Independence from Washington in The years have been interesting, Mrs. Trur:an's funeral and bunal Like Mrs. Truman, Hobby never
1953. He's taken care of the shrub- Hobby reflected, because not only today. sought publicity.
bery, done minor house: repairs, did he work for the Trumans. but In addition, Mrs. Truman made “This is the first time in gll the
replaced storm windows, talked to also for the families of Bess contributions to a new 3apust years anybody aver wanied to ask
passers-by, arranged bouquets, Truman's brothers, George and Church in Tonganoxie, Hobby said, meanything,” hesaid. X
occasionally fixed lunch, delivered Frank Wallace, who lived on neigh-  as well as to his special anniversary Hobby 2 widower who: ives: i
messages and played cowboys on boring lots. _ services.  Next month, he Wil goncactite said he missed bath
the lawn with the Tn;mam’ two -~ Hobby got to know them all well, - celebrate his 28th anniversary a8 'roymoos” He said the house on”
oldest grandsons. “he said, adding that everyone in both . church minister. Delaware Street seems empty to

; *T have a lot of memories of this the Truman and Wallace families, _ One memory Hobby particuiarly Yo oo Lhat\{;s Truman is gone. .

) aplate, -the. sj;-yearn;cl ha.ndyman ' as well as the Daniel family, treated ... cherishes_in his long tenure at the Bt

=" | L said. Wednesday. <or 1 withis home - is ,the ' Christmas :+¢>.'I- bave’a lot of memories and - |7

Gd g’{l‘mﬂu -o:r-‘éthe e ; which he played the role-of ‘tneasuruofthel:imelworkedfqr» %

r gmmdsoﬂhe'l‘rumanhumeatm Huh ‘Mr. Truman ' Santa-Claus for Mrs. Truman and :the ’I‘ruma.ns 1 can say they were I

g N Delawarest *were always “respectful to me and her nurses. * nicepeople,” he said.
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Edward Hobby and Valeria LaMere in the dining room
of the Truman home, December 1980
HSTR photograph courtesy of Trudy Johnson
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Edward Hobby at the kitchen door
leading to the back staircase
December 1980
HSTR photograph courtesy of Trudy Johnson
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