Q . i family, the conclave of
private nurses and Secret

re her surrogate.

Service agents who played Ben-
'A ~ watched old movies with Bess:

her life.
g were thh % PM
long apltal stays, when she:

holidays, and when she wanted
to look at photo albums of days
and lives gone by.

quietly returned to her birth-
place after serving as the na-
tion’s first lady.

On Thursday, as the proces-

taries filed into the courty.

* the Truman Library for grave-
side services, four of her private
nurses huddled behind 1ice
barricades, their coats
against the early autumn chﬂl

ia Armstrong, one of
Mrs. Truman’s private nurses
since June 1981, said they con-

Truman’s family.

““She was ready to go,” Mrs.
Armstrong said. ‘‘She’s better
off. 1 know she’s happier and
we're happier for her.”” The oth-
er nurses nodded in agreement.
They said they were thankful the
end came without suffering and
pain.

Eager to reminisce, the wom-
en remembered a Bess Truman
they grew to love and respect,
an undemanding woman whose
care became far more than just
a job.

There was the mght when
" Rhonda Welch, one of the hand-
ful of full-time private nurses,

two-stary ~.Victorian ' house onk

'» §‘§ Ta s wth love r "

They grew to know int.imat,ely:
the reserved. cautious and car, §&
Independence woman who

sidered themselves part of Mrs.

“lugged her record player to the

ny Goodman albums and. £

Truman 6}«}\’3& few months of_: : - :

needed a loving hand to hold, on . X

sion of family, friends andgigxu-; A
o.i’:, 5

Rhonda Welch, who was a full-time private nurse for Bess
Truman,holds a music box, shaped like a cable car, that she
brought back from San Francisco as a gift for Mrs. Truman.
(staff photo by Talis Bergmanis)

North Delaware Street and membered Mrs. Welch, who for
played Benny Goodman and the last 16 months had s
Glenn Miller albums all t. ' most week nights with Mrs. Tru-

Mrs. Truman joined in the fun  man. “We teased her that she
with the impromptu gathering of : had to get involved, she added
nurses and Secret Service fondly.

- agents, refusing to go to bed. ' Always the practical one, the

“We wheel her out into the- former first lady offered to do
- kitchen and popped corn,” re-; thedishes. .
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Rhonda Welch, who was a full-time
Truman,holds a music box, shaped like a cable car, that she
brought back from San Francisco as a gift for Mrs. Truman.
(staff photo by Talls Bergmanis)

North Delaware Street and
played Benny Goodman and
Glenn Miller albums all night. '

Mrs. Truman joined in the fun
with the impromptu gathering of :
nurges and Secret Service
to go to bed.

‘““We wheeled ber out into the

n :kitchen and popped corn,” re-

Then there was

EmmaSutadatUnbeado(
' table, Mrs. Truman
: ammdatber{amﬂyo(mm

i and security

fbe:xizful
tberaliveaslong:bedid
! skigi)drs Welch of the activitie¥’
. that o pleased the woman wht
. cherished ber privacy and re-
ﬁ.medspeaaltre:tment
.~ "It wasn't the idea of who she
. was,” said Mrs. Welch of the
staff's desire to please Mrs. Tru-
man. It was just that she was

° spert bours looking at photo al-
. the aging gray-haired woman

" talk, often '
“We talked a a lot of
thmgs about death,”” said Mrx.

mysteries and monster t.hriﬂers.‘ ~
Ooe of the fondest memories §s
was of a 97th birthday celebra-
tion, her last, in February. The
bearers of a singing telegam
sang a birthday message com-
&rte with lyries about Bess and
hlue eyes.

Balloons surrounded the
beaming Mrg. Truman as Dr

Wallace Graham, the family

%m:mmm 4

rivate nurse for Bess

membered Mrs. Welch, who for
the last 16 months had s
most week nights with Mrs.
man. ‘‘We teased her that she

had to get involved," she added was just in seventh §
fondly. beavcn and T
Always the practical one, the. remembered . Wal .
former first lady oﬁ‘ered to do bear that made: everyi
thedhhec , ~ thing " =
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Bess W. Truman Publicity Photos

from the collection of Marcia Armstrong
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Photographs of the Truman Home,
circa August 1981
taken by and courtesy of Marcia Armstrong

Entryway and central hall

Portrait of Margaret Truman in the central hall
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View from the staircase down into the central hall

Front staircase from the central hall
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View of the music room from the northeast corner
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The music room

View of the music room from the central hall

(Sheets in the doorway to the study were used
by the Secret Service to keep cool or warm air in the study)
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The music room

The music room
(A ““do not sit” sign is visible on the settee)

Item 3E
Page 61



“Marrakeck’ painting by Winston S. Churchill
hanging in the music room

View of the living room from the central hall
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Fireplace area in the living room

Portraits of Clifton Daniel, Margaret Truman, and William Daniel
on the north wall of the living room
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Southwest corner of the living room

View of the study from the music room
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View of the dining room from the central hall

Sideboard in the dining room

[NOTE: Due to the provisions of Bess W. Truman’s will,
the National Park Service is unable to include here the nine Armstrong
photographs taken on the second floor.]
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