
TRUMAN FARM 

 

 

Universal Concept:  Our early years have a profound impact on our lives. 

Theme:  The eleven years Harry Truman spent on the farm prepared him for his 
future career. 

Goal:  For the visitor to gain an understanding on how these eleven years on the 
farm influenced Harry Truman for his political career. 

Objective:  For the visitor to explain how living on the farm prepared him to 
become president. 

 

Intro:  These 10 acres are all that remains of the 600 acre farm Truman worked 
on.  It was his grandparent’s farm.  Grandfather and Grandmother Young arrive to 
Missouri in the 1840’s.  They built the original home in 1867.   In 1894 it burned 
down and this “temporary” home was built.  In 1905 Truman’s parents and 
siblings moved to the Young farm to manage it.  The family needed help and by 
the following year Harry’s father asked him to move out the farm.  Harry Truman 
lived very important formative years here in 1906-1911, from age 22 to 33.  

Point out original buildings if outside.  Go over family tree in kitchen or sitting 
room. 

Sitting Room:  When Harry Truman moved to the farmhouse in Grandview he had 
to take a crash course in farming.  He had never been a farmer before.    New to 
farming he had much to learn.  Here in the evenings after dinner he would relax, 
read agricultural bulletins, and learn new farming techniques.   New and updated 
farming manuals may have been in this very bookcase.   When Harry Truman 
became president it happened very sudden with the death of Franklin Roosevelt.  
He had to take a “crash course on being a president just like he did 39 years 
earlier on becoming a farmer.  One important lesson that Truman learned on 



becoming a farmer was the importance of making difficult decisions.  One can 
make all the right decisions and then it doesn’t rain.  He would have to live with 
his decisions.  This would help him when he became president.   

Phone:  This farmhouse did not have electricity or indoor plumbing, but it did 
have a phone, very much like this one (Truman, McCullough David 1992 pg. 76).  
While Harry Truman lived here he courted Bess.  Being a shy person Harry would 
not like to use the phone to communicate with Bess.  With this phone sharing a 
party line and his parents’ bedroom at the top of the stairs, Harry did not have 
much privacy.  Let us go upstairs and explore the parents’ bedroom.   

Parents Bedroom:  This room was the bedroom of Harry’s parents, John and 
Martha Truman.  It was in this bedroom that John Truman passed away in 1914.  
He was 63 years old.  Harry, age 30, was at his bedside.  One may compare his 
father’s death to when Franklin Roosevelt died.  When the father died the 600 
acre farm, his mother, and sister where now suddenly his responsibility.  Very 
quickly Harry Truman had not only responsibility but needed leadership for he 
was also in charge of the farm’s hired hands.  When President Roosevelt died the 
country was now Truman’s responsibility.  The day after Truman became 
president he remarked to the press “I don’t know whether you fellows ever had a 
load of hay fall on you, but when they told me yesterday what had happened, I 
felt like the moon, the stars, and all the planets had fallen on me.”  Perhaps Harry 
felt the same way in this very room.   

Relations between Harry and his father were strained at times.  They did not 
always get along and the father had low expectations of his son when he came to 
help run the farm.  But through hard work Harry proved himself to his father and 
overcame those low expectations.  The same would be true when he became 
president.  The public, the press, and many politicians had low expectations on 
the new unproven president.  Today he is often ranked by historians as the 5th 
best president.   

 



Grandma/Sister’s Bedroom:  This room was shared by Grandmother Young and 
Mary Jane Truman, Harry’s sister, until 1909 when the grandmother died.  
Grandmother Young and her daughter Martha lived through and remember their 
ordeal in the Civil War.  Evicted from their former farm by Union troops, they 
watched helplessly as their farm was ransacked.  They could take with them only 
one wagon load of supplies. Many of their possessions would be packed tightly 
like the family trunk at the end of the bed (Truman, McCullough David 1992 pg. 
32).  In later years, while Harry lived on the farm he served with the National 
Guard.  His grandmother was quite upset when she first saw him in uniform 
because it brought back all those bitter memories of the Civil War.  She asked him 
not to wear it in her presence again (Truman, McCullough David 1992 pg. 72).  
When his mother came to visit him in the White House she refused to stay in the 
Lincoln bedroom (Truman, McCullough David 1992 pg. 385).  Despite the family 
background he believed everybody deserves a fair chance in life.  As president he 
was a strong supporter of Civil Rights.   

Parlor:  Unlike the sitting room, this room would be used for more formal 
entertaining and to celebrate the holidays.  Harry would entertain by playing on 
the piano while his father would sing.  It was on the farm that Harry Truman 
needed people.  This was a very remote location in 1906 and a far cry from Kansas 
City where Harry had been living previously.  While living on the farm Harry began 
to become involved.  He joined the Masons, Farm Bureau, National Guard, the 
school board, etc.  He began networking; establish important contacts for his 
future political career.  The picture on the wall is of him in his first political 
position.  He was an Eastern County District Judge, or County Commissioner.  One 
of his goals as judge was to upgrade the county road system.  Truman wanted 
everyone to live within a mile and a half of a paved road.  When living here on the 
farm he knew firsthand how poor the roads where.  He achieved this goal.   

Dining Room:    In later years Truman would bring his wife and daughter here for 
Sunday dinners.  His mother and sister lived here until the farm was foreclosed in 
1940.  His mother had a great influence on Harry’s life.  It was she who taught him 
how to read and installed in him a great interest in books and learning.  Martha 
Truman was very opinionated, rough around the edges, and liked to talk politics.  



The desk in the corner is a symbol of his courtship with Bess. It is one of two 
places in the house where he would write his letters to Bess instead of using the 
phone.  Over 1,300 letters still survive that he wrote to her. He learned 
persistence in the nine year courtship, and to never to give up.  This lesson would 
become very valuable in the 1948 election when he overcame great odds to win 
re-election. As I mentioned Truman was new to farming when he moved out here.  
One huge adjustment was getting up at five in the morning.  His father would 
stand here at the foot of the steps and call upstairs to wake him up. 

Truman’s Bedroom:  Truman made great sacrifices by agreeing to help his family 
on the farm.  In Kansas City he was a bank clerk, making $75 a month.  He loved 
music and would often go to the theatre and opera.  Here on the farm he would 
work ten or twelve hour days then would have to share a bed with his brother 
Vivian and this room with hired hands.  It would be ice cold in here during the 
winter and baking hot in the summer.  Often he would open that window and 
sleep on the roof if it was a hot night.  The desk is another place he would write 
his many letters to Bess.  He believed the best way to win her hand was to 
become a good provider.  During his years here he was involved in many get rich 
schemes.  He invested in oil fields in Kansas, zinc minds in Oklahoma, and real 
estate in New Mexico (Harry S Truman his life on the Family Farm, Ferrell Robert 
H. 1991 pg. 123). These always failed, but Truman learned about making decisions 
and taking risks.  When one is president that is certainly something that one has 
to do.     Truman would live with much financial insecurity in his lifetime.  After he 
was president he and his siblings had to sell of portions of farm to developers 
before he received presidential pension. 

Kitchen:  Truman took responsibility and left his happy city life to help the family. 
He would help his sister and mother cook here in the kitchen.  He would be 
known to make a good batch of biscuits (Truman, McCullough David  1992 pg 77). 

Here at the farm Harry Truman learned about the importance of decision making, 
responsibility, leadership, fairness, persistence, sacrifice, and risks.  Lessons that 
shaped and molded a great world leader right from this very house.  I think his 



mother said it best, “It was on the farm that Harry Truman learned his common 
sense, it wasn’t in the city.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I. Introduction 
 

II. Theme:  The eleven years Harry Truman spent of the farm prepared him for 
his future career. 

 
III. Theme Development 

A.  Living Room 
1. Crash Course on beginning a new job 
2. Making decisions 

B.  Telephone 
C.  Parents bedroom 

1. Taking responsibility 
2. Becoming a leader 

D.  Grandmother/Sister’s bedroom 
1. Family Background 
2. Sense of fairness 

E.  Parlor 
1. Networking 

F.  Living Room 
1. Mother’s influence 
2. Persistence 

G. Truman’s Bedroom 
1. Sacrifice 
2. Risks 

H. Kitchen/Conclusion 
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