COMMON QUESTIONS ASKED BY VISITORS

When was the house built?

The house was built in two stages. Everything to the left of the front door was built in
1867. Everything to the right of the front door was built in 1885 as part of George
Gates grand addition. This addition included the 3" story attic and the wrap around
porch. The addition cost $10,000

What did George Gates do for a living?

He owned a lumber company then a part owner of a flour mill (the Waggoner/Gates
milling company).

Where did Bess’s brothers live?

The two homes directly behind the Truman home are where they lived. The further
house (the red house) was built in 1915 for Frank Wallace and his wife Natalie. The
green house was built in 1916 for George and May Wallace.

Does anyone live in those homes?

No. The family sold us the homes in 1991 after May Wallace moved to a nursing home.
The green house is used as offices and the red house is rented by one of the rangers.

What is original to the house?

Everything is original to the Trumans and their family with a few minor exceptions,
such as the curtains in the living room. They are replicas to the originals. But all the
other curtains and wallpaper is original.

Did the Trumans have domestic help?

Yes. The Trumans and the Wallace’s always had help. When the Trumans retired they
had a part time cook and maid. They did not live in the house. Vietta Garr, the most
well-known cook, worked for the family for 35 years.



7.

10.

11.

What is the piece on the drop leaf table in the dining room?

The long slender silver piece is called an epergne. It was a wedding gift given to Bess’
parents in 1883. It was a knick knack to hold fruit, flowers, candles, whatever one
wants. In the top dish are the marbles Bess Truman hid from her grandson Clifton
when he was dropping them down the foyer floor vent.

What is the silver cup in the dining room and what does it lay on?

It is a loving cup given to Truman by the people of Caruthersville, MO. They gave it to
him when he visited the town in 1953. Caruthersville is in the boot heel of Missouri.
It stands on an elaborate heating vent. Perhaps it was also used as a warming plate.

Is Margaret Truman still alive?

No. She died in January 2008. She was 83.

What became of her children?

Three of her four sons are still alive. The oldest is Clifton who lives in Chicago. The
family spokesperson, he is the PR director at Harry Truman college in Chicago.
Harrison is mentally disabled and lives in New York City. Thomas lives in Vermont. He
is very private. William died in 2000 when he was hit by a NY taxi. He was working as
a researcher at Columbia University.

There are 5 great-grandchildren today.

What is that painting above the T.V.?

It is called “Donkey in Key West” and it was painted by Stanley Woodward Jr. His
father was Truman’s Chief of Protocol, Ambassador to Canada, and good friend. Key
West was where the President vacationed.
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What is the paneling around the foyer?

It is called lincrusta. Although it looks like tin or leather it is a heavy pressed paper
made with linseed. It could come in several different designs and colors. It was
installed by Bess’ grandfather in the 1880’s. It was invented by Frederick Walton who
created linoleum in 1863. The creation involved the process of embossing semi-liquid
linseed oil, backed with waterproofed paper or canvas. It was applied much like
wallpaper.

What are the tiles around the fireplace in the music room?

They are tiles installed by George Gates in the late 19" century. Itis Mediterranean
style with scenes of ancient Egypt and the Middle East.

How was the house heated?

The house had a coal furnace by the 1880’s. It was in the basement. Before that it was
wood burning fire places. Gas heat was installed by the 1940’s if not a little earlier.

In addition:

-electricity was in the neighborhood by the 1880’s. The gas stem is still in the living
room and butler’s pantry.

-plumbing was probably installed within the first two decades of the 20th century.

What is the orange box on the living room table?

It is a solar music box that plays “You are my sunshine.” It was a gift given to Bess by
a friend.

What is that room of the living room?

It is a guest bedroom that was also used by the elderly when they could not navigate
the stairs. It is where Bess Truman passed away in 1982. There is a bathroom off the
bedroom.
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Why can’t we go upstairs?

Originally it was closed due to Bess Truman’s will. Margaret had the right to use the
upstairs one weekend a year until her death. Before Margaret’s passing the park
service made the decision not to open the upstairs. The second floor is not
structurally sound to handle the pressure of 20,000 visitors going through the house
every year.

Placing steel beams would destroy the historical integrity of the house and would still
not answer the accessibility issue.

Why can’t we take pictures even without a flash?

It undermines are group management ability especially if visitors linger or leaves the
tour behind.

Disruptive to the visitor experience
A photographer may accidently bump an artifact while taking a picture.

It may undermine our site security, people with film/video can study points of egress,
our security system, casing the home, and scrutinize points of weakness.

During the summer there are tight time constraints with 15 minute tours.

How tall was Harry Truman?

5’9” and he usually weighed between 175-185 pds.

How many square feet is the home?

8,700 square feet



21. What types of plants are there?

The trees in front are sugar maples, the tallest tree on the lot is a shingle oak, the
bushes surrounding the front and sides are bridal spirea while the bushes surrounding
the back porch are mock orange, rose of Sharon, and lilac’s.
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