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Civil War Living History Days, April 26-27, 2012 
 Reserve a date for your class now. Reservation forms will soon be on-line- 

www.nps.gov/hosp.  

Hot Springs, 1862: The War had begun to have an impact by limiting supplies; men 

were going to fight for both sides, leaving behind women, children, and elderly men, and 

for three weeks, Governor Rector moved the state records to his hotel/bathhouse for 

safekeeping. Students will be able to interact with living history characters to hear their 

stories. 

 

Field Trip Field Activity: How hot is the hot spring water? 
If you bring your class to visit the park, you now have the option of having the 

students measure the temperature of the hot spring water. We have a set of Celsius and 

Fahrenheit thermometers to use to measure the open hot springs and collection pools. 

Please allow at least 40 minutes for this activity, in addition to the orientation about how 

the water is heated. The lesson plan and work sheet are on the park website.  

 

Park Podcasts are now on-line at www.nps.gov/hosp 
 There are short videos with park rangers telling about the hot spring water, the 

architecture of the bathhouses, Fordyce Bathhouse rooms, including using the 

gymnasium equipment, the Oertel Trail System, and Grand Promenade. These can 

complement your learning about the park, the history of Hot Springs, and the medicinal 

use of the hot spring water. 

 

Make your spring semester field trip reservations early to ensure you get 
the date you want! 

http://www.nps.gov/hosp�

