[image: ]National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior





FINDING AID






Daniel Freeman Family Papers
1852-1977

















National Park Service
Homestead National Monument of America
Beatrice, NE

Archival Collection Number: 200
Catalog Number: HOME 6920
October 2014
Updated: May 2019
Table of Contents
PREFACE	i
COPYRIGHT AND PRIVACY RESTRICTIONS	ii
CITATIONS	iii
HISTORY	1
SCOPE AND CONTENT	2
HIERARCHY	3
SERIES DESCRIPTIONS	3
CONTAINER LIST	4
SERIES I: Papers	4
SERIES II: Photographs	5






[bookmark: _Toc7604589]PREFACE
This document, the Finding Aid for the Daniel Freeman Family Papers 1852-1977, describes records created by Daniel Freeman during the time he filed his claim and continues with photographs of his decedents. This finding aid was issued in October 2014 and is the result of an archival project carried out by Amy Neumann, an intern supported by the National Council of Preservation Education.


Updated by Amy Neumann in May 2019 due to renumbering of the flat file drawers and for consistent formatting.



 
[bookmark: _Toc7604590]COPYRIGHT AND PRIVACY RESTRICTIONS 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials. The Privacy Act of 1974 (5 United States Code 552a) governs the use of materials that document private individuals, groups and corporations. 

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a reproduction if the document does not infringe the privacy rights of an individual, group or corporation. These specified conditions of authorized use include:  
· non-commercial and non-profit study, scholarship, research or teaching 
· criticism or commentary 
· as a NPS preservation or security copy for research 
· use as a research copy for deposit in another institution 
 
If the user later uses a copy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” the researcher is personally liable for copyright, privacy, or publicity infringement and agrees to indemnify the NPS from any legal action as a result of the error. Permission to obtain a photographic, xerographic, digital or other copy of a document doesn’t indicate permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, sell, distribute or prepare derivative works from the document without permission from the copyright holder and from any private individual, group or corporation shown or otherwise recorded. 

Permission to publish, exhibit, perform, reproduce, prepare derivative works from, sell or otherwise distribute the item must be obtained separately in writing from the holder of the original copyright (or if the creator is dead from his/her heirs) as well as from any individual(s), groups or corporations whose name, image, recorded words or private information (e.g. employment information) may be reproduced in the source material. The holder of the original copyright isn’t necessarily the National Park Service. The National Park Service is not legally liable for copyright, privacy or publicity infringement when materials are wrongfully used after being provided to researchers for “fair use.” 

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is judged in violation of copyright or federal or state privacy or publicity law.
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The standard method for citing documents in scholarly works is to go from the specific to the general (that is, from the individual document to the repository or agency). Under this formula, citations for NPS archival and manuscript collections should indicate the: 
· Author/Creator (if applicable)
· Title and date of the document 
· File unit 
· Series/sub-series/sub-subseries 
· Title of the collection 
· Name of the park 
· National Park Service 
NPS has also recommended providing citations that start with the general and move to the specific. Under that method, the order of the elements listed above would be reversed. Either method is acceptable. Citations, however, are entirely the responsibility of the researcher, and researchers are under no obligation to follow NPS recommendations.

Example specific to general:
Freeman, Daniel. 1865. Letter to Agnes Suiter, January 10, 1865. Flat Files, Folder 11; Series I; Daniel Freeman Family Papers, 1852-1977; Homestead National Monument of America. National Park Service.

Example general to specific:
National Park Service. Homestead National Monument of America. Daniel Freeman Family Papers, 1852-1977; Series I, Flat Files, Folder 11; Letter to Agnes Suiter from Daniel Freeman, January 10, 1865.
Daniel Freeman Family Papers-5





[bookmark: _Toc7604592]HISTORY
The Homestead Act of 1862 was one of the most significant and enduring events in the westward expansion of the United States. By granting 160 acres of free land to claimants, it allowed nearly any man or woman a chance to live the American dream. The Homestead Act of 1862 had an amazingly long life compared to most American land laws. It became effective on January 1, 1863 and was in effect until 1986. Over these 123 years, some two million individuals used the Homestead Act to attempt to earn the patent to a piece of land. Along the way, they settled approximately 270-285 million acres-around eight percent of all the land in the United States.

This archival collection focuses on the documents of the first homesteader. One of the first people to file a claim under the Homestead Act of 1862 was Daniel Freeman. The site of his claim is now the site of Homestead National Monument of America which commemorates the lives and accomplishments of all pioneers and the changes brought about by the Homestead Act. Legend has it that Daniel Freeman filed his claim 10 minutes after midnight at the Land Office in Brownville, NE on January 1, 1863, the first day the Homestead Act went into effect.

Mr. Freeman came from Illinois to Nebraska alone and began corresponding with Agnes Suiter, a young woman from LeClair, Iowa. Agnes had been engaged to Daniel’s brother James, who died in the Civil War. Daniel proposed marriage through the mail, and in 1865, brought his new bride back to his homestead claim. There, they had eight children over the years. As the children grew, some married and built homes on the old homestead.

During the tenure of the Freeman family, a variety of structures were built upon the land. A small log cabin was built in the north forty of the claim, as well as traditional farming outbuildings. This cabin was often photographed a later depicted in engravings as the First Homestead Cabin.


[bookmark: _Toc7604593]SCOPE AND CONTENT
[bookmark: _Ref3001561]Daniel Freeman Family Papers, 1852-1977 
 
Catalog number: 	HOME 6920
 
Quantity: 	2 linear feet 
 
Location: 	Homestead National Monument of America, 8523 West State Highway 4, Beatrice, NE 68310-0673, (402) 223-3514
. 
Description: 	The Homestead National Monument of America's Daniel Freeman Records consists of records related to the acquisition of land, communication, personal diaries and photographs.

Organization: 	Organized into two series: Series I: Papers, and Series II: Photographs.

Provenance:	The records contained in the collection were produced by the Daniel Freeman Family. Records were acquired by the Homestead National Monument of America and placed into the museum collection. In 2014 these records were combined into one archival collection and organized into this records hierarchy.
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SERIES I: Papers
SERIES II: Photographs


[bookmark: _Toc7604595]SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

I. SERIES I: Papers, 1852-1960
Papers related to Daniel Freeman and his homestead claim. Homestead filling papers, letters written by Daniel and Agnes, marriage and divorce license, newspaper articles, stationary and promissory notes.

Arranged chronologically.

II. SERIES II: Photographs, 1863-1977
Photographs taken of the Freeman family and their descendants and their homestead.

Arranged chronologically.



[bookmark: _Ref3001609][bookmark: _Toc7604596]CONTAINER LIST
[bookmark: _Toc7604597]SERIES I: Papers
Box 1
Folder 001- Daniel Freeman, Homestead Application Letter, January 1, 1863
Folder 002- Negative of Daniel Freeman’s Homestead Application Letter, January 1, 1863
Folder 003- Letter from Richard Barret to J. M. Edmonds, Commissioner, General Land Office, confirming Robert Breese permits Daniel Freeman to file homestead claim, January 1, 1863
Folder 004- Negative of letter confirming Robert Breese permits Daniel Freeman to file homestead claim, January 1, 1863
Folder 005- Daniel Freeman’s Proving Up Papers, January 1, 1863
Folder 006- Negative of Daniel Freeman’s Affidavit (Proving up papers), January 1, 1863
Folder 007- Brownville Final Certificate No. 1 signed by Thomas Clyne, January 1, 1863
Folder 008- Negative of Brownville Final Certificate No. 1, January 1, 1863
Folder 009- Daniel Freeman Homestead Filing Fee Receipt, January 1, 1863
Folder 010- Negative of Register of Entries at Brownville, Nebraska, January 1863
Folder 011- Daniel Freeman & Agnes Suiter Marriage License, March 13, 1865
Folder 012- Daniel Freeman's Homestead Proof, Witnessed by Joseph Graff and Samuel Kilpatrick, January 20, 1868
Folder 013- Negative of Daniel Freeman's Homestead Proof, January 20, 1868
Folder 014- Newspaper clipping of Samuel Freeman’s obituary (father of Daniel Freeman), February 9, 1887
Folder 015- Promissory Note from Daniel Freeman to U. S. Horse Thief Detective Union, November 21, 1887
Folder 016- Stationary and envelope printed for Daniel & Agnes Freeman with lithograph print of the first homestead, 1900s 
Folder 017- Eulogy at Daniel Freeman’s Funeral by General L.W. Colby, January 2, 1909
Folder 018- Obituary “Daniel Freeman Passes Away” The Beatrice Daily Sun, January 1909
Folder 019- Daniel Freeman Headstone Inscription drafts, ca. 1909
Folder 020- Letter from Agnes Suiter Freeman to Hannah Courtney, Lorimer, Iowa, August 25, 1912
Folder 021- Negative of Letter from Agnes Suiter Freeman, August 25, 1912
Folder 022- Negative of First Homestead Stock Farm Envelope to Hannah Courtney, Lorimer, Iowa, August 25, 1912
Folder 023- Promissory note from Daniel Freeman (Agnes?) to Frank Thimm, April 1, 1922
Folder 024- Newspaper Article “Widow of First Homesteader in United States Will Attend Meeting in Lincoln,” ca. 1927
Folder 025- Obituaries from three newspapers, Agnes Suiter Freeman, April 1931
Folder 026- Negative and Photo of Registry of Deeds Section No. 26-4-5, ca. 1933
Folder 027- The Little Log Cabin, narrative told by Mrs. D. W. Carre (Eliza Freeman), pre-1949
Folder 028- Newspaper Article “Daniel Freeman’s granddaughter begins research for biography” Beatrice Daily Sun, July 10, 1960


OVERSIZED MATERIALS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Legal Box 1 (cont. from Archival Collection# 101)
Folder 004- Daniel Freeman and Elizabeth Wilber Marriage License, July 24, 1852
Folder 005- Daniel Freeman and Elizabeth (Wilber) Freeman Divorce Decree, June 13, 1863
Folder 006- Daniel Freeman's Homestead Patent Certificate No. 1, September 1, 1869

Flat Files Drawer 52
Folder 001- Letter and Envelope, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, July 4, 1864
Folder 002- Letter, Agnes Suiter to Daniel Freeman, July 17, 1864
Folder 003- Letter and Envelope, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, August 7, 1864
Folder 004- Letter and Envelope, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, August 11, 1864
Folder 005- Letter and Envelope, Agnes Suiter to Daniel Freeman, September 5, 1864
Folder 006- Letter and Envelope, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, October 12, 1864
Folder 007- Letter and Envelope, Agnes Suiter to Daniel Freeman, October 25, 1864
Folder 008- Letter and Envelope, Agnes Suiter to Daniel Freeman, November 25, 1864
Folder 009- Letter, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, December 14, 1864
Folder 010- Letter and Envelope, Agnes Suiter to Daniel Freeman, December 25, 1864
Folder 011- Letter and Envelope, Daniel Freeman to Agnes Suiter, January 10, 1865
· Ledger of visitors to the First Homestead, account of filing the claim and records of family information, 1888-1920

[bookmark: _Toc7604598]SERIES II: Photographs
Box 1 (cont.)
Folder 029- Agnes Suiter Freeman portrait, 1860-1863
Folder 030- Daniel Freeman and company, cabin, 1869-1870
Folder 031- Samuel Freeman, portrait, 1869-1870
Folder 032- Daniel Freeman, portrait, pre-1880s
Folder 033- Agnes Suiter Freeman portrait, ca. 1880
Folder 034- Daniel Freeman and unknown man, portrait, ca. early 1880s
Folder 035- Daniel Freeman, portrait, 1884
Folder 036- Daniel Freeman, portrait, 1884, hand colored
Folder 037- Freeman and Rogers children with Lavina Sparrow, 1880-1885  
Folder 038- Eilza Freeman portrait (Eldest Freeman Child), 1885
Folder 039- Freeman Family portrait, 1885
Folder 040- Daniel Freeman portrait, 1885
Folder 041- Edward Carre (grandson), portrait, 1886
Folder 042- Agnes Suiter Freeman portrait, 1884-1888
Folder 043- Glady Ivy Freeman (granddaughter), portrait, 1888
Folder 044- Le Claire Freeman, portrait, 1887-1889
Folder 045- James Freeman, portrait, ca. 1885-1890
Folder 046- Samuel Freeman and his wife Olive Benjamin, portrait, 1887-1890
Folder 047- Samuel Freeman portrait, 1890
Folder 048- Brick House, Daniel Freeman and family, pre-1896
Folder 049- Brick House, North side, Daniel Freeman and family, 1897
Folder 050- Agnes Suiter Freeman, portrait, ca. 1890s 
Folder 051- Samuel Freeman and cousins, portrait, 1890s
Folder 052- Agnes May Freeman, portrait, 1900
Folder 053- Agnes May and LeClaire Freeman, portrait, ca. 1902
Folder 054- Brick House, South side, Daniel Freeman and dog, 1903-1904
Folder 055- Brick House, South side, Daniel Freeman and granddaughter Dorothy, 1905-1907
Folder 056- Farm Buildings, 1907
Folder 057- Brick House, Northeast side, Daniel and Agnes Freeman, daughter and grandchildren, April 23, 1907
Folder 058- Brick House, Northeast side, Daniel and Agnes Freeman, daughter and grandchildren, April 23, 1907, negative
Folder 059- Brick House, South side, 1907
Folder 060- Agnes May Freeman, portrait, 1907
Folder 061- Agnes May Freeman, portrait, January 6, 1908
Folder 062- Agnes May Freeman, portrait, January 6, 1908
Folder 063- Brick House, Northeast side, August 1908
Folder 064- Brick House, North side, Daniel Freeman and unknown people, 1890-1908
Folder 065- Daniel Freeman, portrait, 1900-1908
Folder 066- Daniel Freeman, portrait, 1900-1908, negative
Folder 067- Daniel Freeman, portrait, 1900-1908
Folder 069- Evelyn Freeman (Granddaughter), portrait, 1905-1908
Folder 070- Daniel Freeman, portrait, ca.1908
Folder 071- Agnes May Freeman, Graduating Class, 1909
Folder 072- Brick House, South side, 1910
Folder 073- Edward Carre by horse and buggy, ca.1906-1920
Folder 074- Gladys Freeman (granddaughter), portrait, 1920
Folder 075- Freeman Homestead Drive, 1920
Folder 076- Berenice Carre, working at Dempster in Beatrice, NE, 1920

Box 2
Folder 001- Agnes Suiter Freeman, portrait, ca. early 1920s
Folder 002- Berenice Carre (granddaughter) portrait, 1923
Folder 003- Agnes’ Frame House, Agnes and grandchildren, 1925
Folder 004- Agnes Suiter Freeman, 1923-1927
Folder 005- Agnes’ Frame House and Clifford and Agnes Quackenbush’s Frame House, 1928
Folder 006- Agnes’ Frame House and George Freeman’s Frame House, 1928 (7988)
Folder 007- Agnes’ Frame House, Agnes Suiter Freeman, 1929
Folder 008- Agnes Suiter Freeman, portrait, 1929
Folder 009- Agnes Suiter Freeman, portrait, negative 1929
Folder 010- Freeman Gravestone, pre-1931
Folder 011- Quackenbush Frame House and DAR Monument, 1925-1932
Folder 012- Eliza and Daniel Carre in front of their house, 1933
Folder 013- Quackenbush Children – 1935
Folder 014- James Freeman Quackenbush (Freeman Grandson) at DAR Monument, 1936
Folder 015- Freeman Land, South 40 looking Northwest, foundation of Quackenbush house, ca. 1937
Folder 016- Freeman Land, South 40 looking Northwest, ca. 1937
Folder 017- Suiter Family House, Le Claire, Iowa, August 1938
Folder 018- Agnes May and Elinor Agnes Quackenbush at Suiter home in Le Claire, Iowa, 1938
Folder 019- Freeman Land, East view from highway, 1925-1939
Folder 020- Agnes Quackenbush’s Frame House, 1935-1939
Folder 021- Freeman Homestead, gravestone and barn, pre-1939
Folder 022- Agnes May Quackenbush and daughter Helen Carol, Frame House, 1939
Folder 023- Quackenbush Family, January 2, 1942
Folder 024- Eliza Freeman Carre, portrait, 1942
Folder 025- Charles and Agnes May Quackenbush, home in Ashland, Oregon, 1943
Folder 026- Agnes May Quackenbush, daughter Verna and granddaughter Kathleen, home in Ashland, Oregon, 1943
Folder 027- Quackenbush Family, 1942-1945
Folder 028- Laura Suiter, Agnes Suiter Freeman’s sister-in-law, portrait, pre-1945
Folder 029- Freeman Family (Children and Grandchildren), Homestead National Monument, August 21, 1951
Folder 030- LeClaire Freeman, Homestead National Monument, August 26, 1951
Folder 031- LeClaire Freeman (son) and Ed Carre (grandson), Palmer-Epard Cabin, August 26, 1951 
Folder 032- LeClaire Freeman, December 1953
Folder 033- Mr. & Mrs. LeClaire Freeman, Homestead National Monument, October 21, 1956
Folder 034- LeClaire Freeman, Homestead National Monument, October 21, 1956
Folder 035- Samuel Freeman, Homestead National Monument, 1957
Folder 035- Gladys Freeman Bueoy, Homestead National Monument, May 28, 1976 
Folder 036- Maude Freeman wife of LeClaire, April 15, 1977


OTHER MATERIALS
Stored at MWAC
Freeman Photographs (nitrate negatives), various dates pre-1950
.
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