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Introduction to Using This Guide

This curriculum guide is designed for use by teachers and other educators who live within field trip dis-
tance of Homestead National Monument of America. Some activities are designed for the classroom, and
some are more effective if they are conducted outdoors. Many of the activities can be done at school.
This activity guide presents unique offerings of teacher resources available from Homestead National
Monument of America.

The activities in this guide are written for upper elementary grades, but many can be modified for other
grade levels. The background information provided in each unit is primarily to assist teachers in under-
standing the activities and lessons.

We encourage teachers to use these activities with the students and to visit the monument when possible.
One activity in each section is designed to be used on-site at Homestead National Monument of America.
Each on-site activity contains a section to adapt the activity to the classroom, but would not be as effective
as completing the activity on-site at the monument. We welcome any comments you have about this
guide.

Visiting the Monument

As you begin planning your visit to the monument, please contact the Education Coordinator at (402) 223-
3514 to schedule a time. Several of the on-site activities can be done by the teacher without staff assis-
tance. However, the monument needs to schedule school groups in order for materials and space to be
available. Please make arrangements as far as possible in advance. Reservations must be made at
least two weeks prior to your school visit.

If schools have limits on the number of field trips permitted during the school year teachers might want to

combine several activities together at the monument. If this is the case please include this information in
the initial request when calling for school group reservations.

Page iii




Overview of the Units

This guide is organized into seven units each about a specific topic. Teachers are encouraged to
be flexible and creative when using the materials and adapt the suggestions to the needs of the
students.

Units open with background introductory material for teacher use. Following this information are
ideas for activities with students. The sidebars contain glossary terms which are also in italics in
the text. Reproducible pages and material sheets that can be used for the activities are at the
end of the units.

Unit 1 Homestead and the National Park Service introduces student to the National
Park Service and Homestead National Monument of America. In this section
students are introduced to narrative that will guide them through many of the
activities.

Homestead History shows students what a person had to do to file a homestead
claim and to gain ownership.

Prairie Balance describes the ecosystem of the prairie environment and enables
students to understand the prairie, and the plants and animals who live there.

People on the Plains introduces students to the wide variety of people who lived
on the plains starting with American Indians and continues with those who came to
the western United States.

Prairie Life helps students understand that the “free land” had a cost for home-
steaders and assists students in discovering how to live on the prairie as a home-
steader did.

Unit 6 The Legacy helps students pull it all together and understand the Homestead Act
of 1862. This unit includes summary reinforcement activities.

Unit 7 Resource Materials & Bibliography gives a list of possible resources to assist
educators and students in obtaining more knowledge.

Organization of Individual Activities

Each activity begins with a section providing the theme and objectives for the activity, the materi-
als needed, the related subject areas, and the skills involved. “An Exploring Experience” is in-
cluded for each activity to assist students in exploring the information in greater detail.




HOMESTEADING, THE FREE LAND IDEA

Education Curriculum Guide for grades 4 through 6
Homestead National Monument of America

THEME:
The homesteaders came west for what they thought was free land and found that it came with a
high cost. American Indians and the prairie environment also paid a high price because of the
homesteading movement. Whole ways of life changed, some for better and some for worse.

OBJECTIVES:
After the activities in the guide are completed, the following will be accomplished.

1. The students will be able to explain at least one "cost" or way in which the Homestead Act of
1862 affected the lives of homesteaders, the prairie, and American Indians.

Students will know how a homesteader filed a claim and be able to list two requirements to re-
ceive title to the land.

Students will be able to tell how a homesteader lived in reference to the following:
a. types of houses

b. tools used

C. disasters or hardships they faced.

Students will be able to name three ways in which pioneers used the natural resources of the
prairie to survive.

Students will be able to list two different groups of people that came to the plains to homestead
for free land.

Students will be able to state that Homestead National Monument of America is a National Park
Service area, and will be able to tell:

a. why Congress wanted to create it

b. who owns it today

C. who is responsible for helping to protect it

7. Students will be able to name two types of animals or plants that lived on the prairie before home-
steading began.




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE EDUCATION PROGRAM
AND STATE CURRICULUM

The staff of Homestead National Monument
of America created learning activities and
interpretive text for teachers and students
that will lead to exploration, discovery,
discussion, and creative thinking about the
history of the Homestead Act and its effects
on this nation. Our purpose is to link learning
in this National Park to the curriculum stan-
dards proposed for elementary age students
in Nebraska and Kansas. The following list
presents the questions and concepts that our
park staff, teachers, and students will
address in working through this educational
guide. They are taken from the Social
Studies and Math and Science Frameworks
for Nebraska Schools and the Curricular
Standards for Science in Kansas.

Social Studies

Nebraska Social Studies Themes

Concept: Civic Ideals and Practices

What roles do families, schools, communities,
and community groups play in developing

citizenship?

How do civic ideals and practices of the
individual affect environmental issues?

How do geographic landforms affect civic
ideals and practices?

How do values and beliefs influence
economic decisions in different societies?

Concept: Culture

How do physical environments and cultures
interact?

How can differences in cultures create
understanding or misunderstanding?

Page vi

When/how/why have cultures changed as a
result of new scientific and technological
knowledge?

How do cultures address basic human needs?

How do physical environments and cultures
interact?

How do different cultures utilize resources?
How/why does culture define acceptable
behavior and shape individual development

and identity?

How do power, authority, and governance
affect changes in culture?

Concept: Global Connections

How do global connections affect the needs
and wants and, therefore, production,
distribution, and consumption of goods and
services?

What changes in scientific knowledge and
technology have affected global communi-
ties?

How can people's interaction with others,
with places, and with environments affect
global activities?

Concept:: Individual Development

How does one person's actions affect another?

Why are rules necessary?

How does my ethnic background influence my daily
life?

How are people personally connected to their
immediate surroundings?




Why is it important for an individual to be a
producer as well as a consumer?

How does public opinion affect individual
decisions and choices?

How are people personally connected to
their community and nation?

Concept: Individual Groups and
Institutions

What are the responsibilities of the individ-
ual to the governing institutions?

How can individuals contribute to the well
being of their community?

How do institutions change?
How are the lives of individuals, groups, and
institutions influenced by science and tech-

nology?

How are individuals and groups in your
state linked to countries around the world?

Concept: People, Places and
Environments

How does perception of the environment
change over time?

How do people modify the natural land-
scapes?

How does change of place affect decision
making?

How do people adapt when their surround-
ings change?

How do people create places that reflect
cultural values and ideals?

Concept: Power, Authority, and Gov-
ernance

How does government directly affect
peoples' lives?

Why are cooperation and compromise

important in a democratic system?

Concept: Production, Distribution, and Con-

sumption

What does scarcity mean? What are some
examples of resources that are scarce in
your school?

What is meant by "exchange of goods and
services?" Explain how goods and services
can be exchanged by direct trading or
"bartering?"

Productivity refers to the output of goods
and services from a set of resources. Why
do people become more productive when
they specialize in what they do best? How
is productivity increased by using more tools
and machines?

Concept: Science, Technology, and
Society

In what ways has technology changed
transportation and communication?

Why do people invent things?

How has technology helped us conserve
our natural resources?

Concept: Time, Continuity, and Change

What kinds of records have people kept in
the past? Why did they keep these records?

What is the relationship between cause and
effect?

How can one use records to reconstruct the
past?

What groups have shaped Nebraska's cul-
tural history? What contributions has each
group made?

How has Nebraska=s geography shaped its
history?
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Mathematics and Science

Nebraska Framework for Upper
Elementary Science
Concept: Forces and Motion

Investigate and explain the effect of force on mo-
tion.

Design and analyze simple machines.
Concept: Diversity

Create a classification scheme

Investigate and communicate how a species
adapts to its environment.

Concept: Interdependence

Determine the basic requirements for living
things to survive in particular environ-
ments.

lllustrate and discuss relationships in a food
web.

Analyze the impact of humans on a natural
habitat.

Study food chains by visiting local prairies.
Sites should be revisited throughout the
year to observe changes.

Kansas Curriculum Standards for Science
Concept: Applies problem solving skills

Identifies objects within a system and their
interactions.

Distinguishes inferences from observations.
Observes phenomena and makes predictions.
Uses data from graphs to make predictions.
Practices measuring length, weight, and

volume by comparison to a standard unit of
measurement.
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Uses data to describe what happened in the investi-
gation.

Sees relationships between interacting objects.
Concept: Applies problem-solving skills to

authentic, community-based
issues

Conducts simple group investigations using
community resources.

Communicates meaning by using oral, writ-
ten, mathematical, and symbolic language
(e.g., tables, graphs, visual aids and technol-

ogy).

Concept: The Integration of Science
Identifies the parts and interactions of natural
systems.

Analyzes and connects systems and their
interactions in the natural world.

Recognizes that interactions of matter and
energy follow patterns of nature and are re-
producible.

Describes cyclic changes in the natural
world.

Utilizes physical and conceptual models to
represent phenomena.

Recognizes that scientific knowledge, think-
ing processes, and skills are used in a great
variety of careers.

Traces historical developments in science
and technology to contemporary counter-
parts.

Analyzes how technological developments affect
leisure time.

Recognizes that humans have an ecological impact
on the equilibrium of the biosphere.

Identifies the societal beliefs that affect the
environment.




Kansas Curriculum Standards for Social
Studies

Concept: People, Places, and Environments

Describe the characteristics and purposes of
geographic representations, such as maps,
globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other
photographs, and satellite-produced images,
and use the presentations to collect, organ-
ize, display , analyze, interpret, and present
information to answer a question.

Describe how people create places that re-
flect ideas, personality, culture, and wants
and needs as they design homes.

Examine the interaction of human beings
and their physical environment, the use of
land, the building of cities, and ecosystem
changes in selected locales and regions.

Observe and speculate about social and
economic effects of environmental changes
and crises resulting from phenomena such
as floods, storms, and drought.

Concept: Worldwide Connections and Inter-
dependence

Explore ways in which cultural elements
such as language, art, music, and belief
systems may help worldwide understanding
or lead to misunderstanding.

Identify examples of conflict, cooperation,
and interdependence among individuals,
groups, and nations.

Concept: Production, Distribution, and Con-
sumption

Identify examples that demonstrate how
scarcity and choice govern our economic
decisions.

Concept: Science, Technology, and Society

Identify various ways in which science and
technology have changed the lives of peo-
ple, such as in homemaking, childcare,

work , transportation, and communication.

Identify various ways in which science and
technology have changed the physical
environment.

Describe instances in which changes in
values, beliefs, and attitudes have resulted
from new scientific and technological knowl-
edge.

Concept: Time, Continuity, and Change

Identify examples of different people describ-
ing the same event of a situation in diverse
ways, citing reasons for the differences in
views.

Compare and contrast different stories or
accounts about past events, people, places,
or situations, and identify how they contribute
to our understanding of the past.

Identify and use various sources for recon-
structing the past, such as documents, let-
ters, diaries, maps, textbooks, and photo-
graphs.

Concept: Individuals, Groups, and
Institutions

Identify and describe examples of tensions
between and among individuals, groups, or
institutions, and explain how belonging to
more than one group can cause internal
conflicts.

Show how groups and institutions work to
meet individual needs and promote the
common good, and identify examples of
where they fail to do so.




Concept: Power, Authority, and
Governance

Recognize how groups and organizations
encourage unity and deal with diversity to
maintain order and security.

Identify and describe factors that contribute
to cooperation and cause disputes within
and among groups and nations.

Concept: Culture and Cultural Diversity

Describe similarities and differences in the
ways in which groups, societies, and cul-
tures address similar human needs and
concerns.

Give examples of how experiences may be
interpreted differently by people from di-
verse cultural perspectives and frames of
reference.

Identify and compare the ways in which
people from different cultures think about
and deal with their physical environment
and social conditions.

Concept: Individual Development and Iden-
tity

Describe personal connections to place,
especially places as associated with imme-
diate surroundings.

Analyze a particular event to identify rea-
sons why individuals might respond to the
event in different ways.

Concept: Problem Solving and Decision
Making

Identify important problems to be solved
and decisions to be made.

View issues and situations from multiple
role perspectives.
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