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Hopewell Furnace. Industrial Site to Nat1onal HlstoﬁcMe (c. 1771 to 1938)
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c.1771 Hopewell Furnace established by Mark Blrd
1784 Mark Bird apphes to have taxes reduced clalinmg Furnace has

not been in operatlon “for some time” ‘ S(
A LE N
1780s Post-war surplus of bar iron overall affects. nbn mdustry
: Mark&wd sells HOFU to. John Nixon "1

Sheriffs she to Cadwallader Morrls and James Old

: Cadwallader Morrls sells out to brother Benj amln Morrls

James Oldiells to Ben'amln Morrls aswell, 5,
J Old

430.

: Eorge as well.

“ forges at low prices.
1795: Birds
{ cial position.
1796: Wilso " s to John Lewis Barde =
],796 Sherlffs sale of HOFU to James Old (again)

'1797: HOFU in ﬁn__anclal failure (agaln),
Bishop and Matthew Brooke

1799: Sheriffs sale of HOFU (agaln) to
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but under managgment of John

'I
nj amm Morrls (agaln)

Brooke (Inclu% own and Jones
bfmgs for future redemption) o 19 ,

od Luck Mines. ) (Paid i m
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1800s: New owners make extens1ve\afo 'tlons and alterat
furnace.

~ 1805: Stamplng mill 1nstalled (e/ hed pie

iron) 2 e
1805-1807: T@hmn produce in

Dambroken by ﬂo d tv ’ce, t‘h‘erf\ligh nlng strlkes it and breaks it
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" 1808-1816: Furnace out of blast.

usmess contmued but in a most precarious condi-
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<1793./.fames Old sells to es W1 0. k \ ilsonll‘qulred Blrdsboro\--;‘.‘ e

- | : Ingeneral business through the country began to improve.
4 ry beg p
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1809: Wages only for maintenance operations. Some men were given . orders lmmedlately '\ L 47

employment in other places in the Company, including Birdsboro
Forge.

1809: Furnace store closed.

1812: War of 1812: HOFU was not making iron at this time although the
demand was high. This is because of general business conditions, finan-*
cial problems, technical difficulties, and lawsuits centering on land ti-
tles

74

< 1816 Furnace prepared to resume operat1on after long shut down.
4 Some debtstpald Furnace put“bac'kmto blast some tlme m thls year

§ustry is mdechne ({ue to forelgn cOmpetltron w7

1816’.»‘Qverall iron

- 1818-1820: Furnace firing and shjwlfﬂg' mall
than wages and salaries paid)

1819: Furnace hampered by busmess panic of the tim. t’lm e b
era of great prosperity. United States in depressnon

)\

1820-21: Decline in production due to no demand iron'mos Iy ma
to pigs. But even in the midst of a depressron Hopewell’s credit wa
considered as good as cash. '

1822: Back f‘productlon of stoves.
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1825-1827: ‘Furnace producing iron valued at $36,000 over wages and |

salary, P 4

159- 3'50 168 Employees, 1000 tons of pig iron proa-ucedw—"mo ton

o years were 1836-37)

1836: PA legislature authorized formations of corporatlonsto_make

=& PAgO

1 44 ’Stove—castmg is halted. Molder leave the furnace. From here on
tl‘\t{‘rnace operates primarily to prodﬁlce pig iron, on which it survives
fo \anmher 40 years (partly due to ClV‘l] War).
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1845: l Robesoma begins anthraclte furnace

but stlllg,nwns part ofit.
1850:

v

1848%Clement Brooke retlres from dayio day managing of the furnace

arcoey/furnaces still outnumber anthraclte furnaces in Eastern
to 106

f852 ;;M{oke /Brooke, and Buckley partnershlp dlssolve, removal of
Charles Br e from company “ssiblytrecauwhrrwamaruﬁ the idea

ot fw'w\ce).-
1853: Xnﬂwﬁfﬁﬂpace built at HO
chlnery was Loved m Hopewell to %ocacy on
g e

1857: Furnac
ufs began in 185

the canal, Where smelting o opﬁr
1859: HOFU’s ant
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ld.to,another fir m and operated as
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rnace and

Monoca nace. : R ¢ o ML s
ENA B of ;ﬁiﬁj", 2 W
874: harcoal furnace-out of blast 5"‘ . iy
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e out of blast. \ N
couraged owners to repair\the [

frozen durlng cold spell, and ,furnace is §
installed to run ste W > as

or added 1o i

iron with coke
1837: Business depression becomes severe.

1838: PA legislature authorized formations of corporations to make
iron with anthracite.

1839 — 1850: 27 sheriff’s sales of cold-blast furnaces in Eastern PA.

1840s: End of the “boom” of the 1830s - can be blamed on Jacksonian
money supply and the increased in productive capability in the iron in-
dustry.

1841: Clement Brooke also purchases Robesoma Furnace

1842: Masklng castlngs for which they had no contract; offered to fill

1935: 2 Civilian Conservatior

‘ 3rea, with abo
400 men, working on French ( 2

“ tration Area
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1938: Hopewell Furnace is adnutted inte : National Par
Hopewell Vlllage Natlonal Hlstorlc Slte e e
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