
Course Syllabus 
Ohio University – Chillicothe Campus 

Fall 2013-2014 
Course Number: EVT 1900 
Course Title: INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF HUMANS WITH THE PHYSICAL 

ENVIRONMENT: A CASE STUDY OF PRE-HISTORIC 
MOUNDBUILDERS AND CONTEMPORARY POPULATIONS IN 
THE SCIOTO RIVER VALLEY 

Credit Hours: 1 semester hour 
Meeting Time:  Blended course with class lectures on Friday, November 1, 2013  

8:00 am – 5:00 pm. The remaining course work is to be completed online 
as detailed in this syllabus and the Assignments section of Blackboard. 

Instructor:  Gary Haynes, B.S., M.A., Geography, Ohio University 
   Phone: 740-774-7200 Email: haynes@ohio.edu 
   “Blackboard” course website: https://blackboard.ohiou.edu 
Textbook: There is no textbook for this course.  Handouts and resource material will 

be provided by the course instructor. 
 

Course description:  Examination of how the physical environment and natural resources of a 
local area such as the Scioto River Valley are essential for a prospering and sustainable human 
population—regardless of the time period.  The Hopewell Culture “Mound City” site near 
Chillicothe will be used to study how pre-historic people used the natural resources available and 
how these people altered the natural landscape.  This same approach will be used to study how 
our contemporary population is dependent on natural resources and at the same time how we 
have altered and impacted the natural resource base.  This course explores the dimensions of 
human activities and environmental sustainability. 

Learning Outcomes for students completing this course include the following: 

• Describe the cultural settlement patterns, population traits, economic systems and social 
structure of the pre-historic Hopewell Culture people and contemporary populations of 
the Scioto River Valley near Chillicothe. 

• Identify how human cultures vary through history in how they interact with their physical 
environment and natural resources, and recognize common threads in how they live in 
their environments. 

• Define environmental sustainability and identify human behaviors that promote 
sustainability and human activities that threaten sustainability; 

• Utilize tools such as topographic maps and remote sensing imagery to measure and 
calculate physical environments; 
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• Construct concept sketches for selected biogeochemical cycles and environmental 
relationships. 

Face-To-Face Course Lectures: 

Morning session at Hopewell Culture “Mound City” site: 

Tour, lecture and discussion of how pre-historic moundbuilders interacted with their 
environment.  Emphasis will be given to examine how the physical environment and natural 
resources influenced human activities and at the same time how humans impacted the natural 
resource. 

Afternoon session at OU-C Campus: 

Lecture and discussion of how the physical environment and  natural resources of the Scioto 
River Valley influence our modern settlement activities, are critically important to our 
contemporary population and how we are impacting the natural resources.  This session will 
explore how our modern population uses resources in much the same way as our pre-historic 
populations, but with different technologies.  Additionally, a number of examples studied will 
highlight how modern technology makes use of resources in new ways not imagined by the pre-
historic people.  This course will emphasize the importance of managing natural resources 
sustainably regardless of historic time period and technologies available.  

A variety of tools and techniques will be used to study the interrelationships between humans 
and the natural resources and will included historic publications, aerial photographs, maps and 
natural resources planning documents in the areas of air, water, forests, soils and geology. 

Out-Of-Class Course Work: 

1. Prepare a PowerPoint presentation centered on the interrelationships of modern humans 
with their physical environment and natural resources in the Scioto River Valley area 
near Chillicothe. 

2. Research a number of themes related to sustainability from selected websites. 
3. Evaluate 3 different local sites regarding suitability for home construction. 
4. Evaluate 3 different local sites regarding suitability for agricultural crop production 
5. Describe the physical environmental characteristics of the Hopewell “Mound City” area 

and the interrelationships of this pre-historic culture with their environment. 
6. Complete self-assessments regarding sustainable lifestyles by calculating “carbon 

footprints” and studying the concept of “ecological footprints.” 
7. Complete a “Sense of Place” form characterizing the local environment. 
8. Utilize the 1938 and 2010  aerial photographs available for our local area to highlight the 

major changes in our physical environment and natural resources during the last 70 years. 

 



Evaluation:  Your grade in this course will be based on the following: 

 Participation at Hopewell Culture site………….……….20% 

 Participation at OU-C campus lecture and discussion…..20% 

 Powerpoint presentation (# 1 above)…………………….20% 

 Remaining out-of-class work (# 2 - # 8 above)………….40% 

The university’s twelve point grade scale will be used: 

90 – 100 = A- to A;   80 – 89 = B- to B+;   70 – 79 = C- to C+;   60 – 69 = D- to D+;   and 59 or 
less = F 

Penalty Statement for Academic Dishonesty:  Any academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism or 
copying other participant’s work, will result in a failing grade for the workshop. 
 
Special Accommodations:  In compliance with Americans with Disabilities (ADA), all students 
are entitled to reasonable academic accommodations.  If you are a student with accessibility 
needs, it is your responsibility to be registered with the Institutional Equity representative in 
Student Services.  In addition, you need to inform the instructor each quarter before the 
beginning of each course. 
 
 


