
RANKING HISTORIC ROADSIDE DEVELOPMENT SITES
USING HISTORICAL AND DESIGN SIGNIFICANCE
DISCUSSION
This document considers 56 Mn/DOT historic Roadside Development properties that are either listed on, or eligible for, the National Register of Historic Places.  The sites that are listed on the National Register include individually listed sites (e.g., Orr Roadside Parking Area), sites that lie within the boundaries of a listed site (e.g., Stillwater Overlook North), and sites that lie within the boundaries of a listed district (e.g., Mantorville Retaining Walls).

By virtue of their National Register eligibility, all sites discussed herein are considered to be irreplaceable public resources protected by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (1966; amended) and various other federal and state initiatives.

The purpose of this document is to help Mn/DOT differentiate between the 56 properties on the basis of some of the characteristics that make them eligible for the National Register.  Mn/DOT will use this information to help make more informed decisions about the long-term management of these resources.  For example, Mn/DOT may use the information to help allocate resources for the rehabilitation of the sites, particularly in a frugal funding environment.

This document considers many of the qualities of historical, architectural, and landscape significance that are described in the report Historic Roadside Development on Minnesota Trunk Highways (1998).  The report synthesizes information on more than 100 historic Roadside Development properties recently inventoried by Mn/DOT.

Factors unrelated to historical and design significance are not considered within this document.

The following factors were included:

National Register Eligibility.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties eligible for the National Register under the Roadside Development historic context.

2= properties not eligible under the Roadside Development context but included within the boundaries of an existing National Register historic district or within the boundaries of an existing National Register site.

1= properties not eligible for the National Register and not located within a larger National Register district or site.

Historical Significance:  Associated with a New Deal Program.  Many of the historic Roadside Development properties were built in association with President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal Depression-relief programs.  New Deal programs operated between 1933 and 1943.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties built using New Deal labor or funding.

2= properties suspected but not confirmed to have New Deal associations.

1= properties not built with New Deal labor or funding.
Historical Significance:  Significant Historical Event or Pattern.  Many of the historic Roadside Development properties are associated with the formative years of the MHD Roadside Development Division, 1932-1943, and embody its early mission and goals.  Others are associated with events or patterns of equal historical significance.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties built by, or in association with, the MHD Roadside Development Division during its formative years (1932-1943) or associated with an equally important historical event or pattern.  The latter include Camp Release (an early legislative state monument) and Lester River Bridge (associated with the development of Minnesota Highway 1 and North Shore tourism).

2= properties built soon after the formative years of the RDD and representing a continuation of earlier stylistic principals, property started during the formative years but finished later and in simpler form (Whipholt Roadside Parking Area), property whose association with the MHD Roadside Development Division is not clear (Floyd B. Olson Memorial Statue).

1= properties not associated with an historical event or pattern as significant as those described above.

Historical Significance:  Outstanding Scenic Value.  One of the early goals of the Roadside Development Division was to place (or hold) in public ownership places of unusual natural beauty for the benefit of the public.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties with outstanding scenic value relative to the other eligible sites.

2= properties with moderate scenic value relative to the other eligible sites.

1= properties with less scenic value relative to the other eligible sites.

Design Significance:  Important Designer.  Many of the historic Roadside Development properties were designed by A. R. Nichols, one of Minnesota's most important early landscape architects.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties designed by A. R. Nichols or a designer of equal stature (e.g.,  National Park Service staff, architect P.C. Bettenburg, and sculptors of Brioschi-Minuti).

2= [this value not used].

1= properties not designed by A. R. Nichols or a designer of equal stature.

Design Significance:  Quality of Landscape Design.  This factor ranks the quality of each site's landscape design including such elements as site selection, use of existing assets, spatial organization, plantings, trails, etc.  Existing conditions (rather than the original conditions) were used for this ranking.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties with highest quality landscape design relative to the other eligible sites.

2= properties with middle quality landscape design relative to the other eligible sites.

1= properties with lower quality landscape design relative to the other eligible sites.

Design Significance:  Quality of Structure(s) Design.  This factor ranks the design quality of each site's standing structures including overlook walls, historical markers, etc.  Existing conditions (rather than the original conditions) were used for this ranking.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties with structures of highest design quality relative to the other eligible sites.

2= properties with structures of middle design quality relative to the other eligible sites.

1= properties with structures of lower design quality relative to the other eligible sites.

Design Significance:  Quality of Craftsmanship.  This factor ranks the sites on the quality of their construction or craftsmanship.  Values from 3 to 1.

3= properties with highest quality craftsmanship relative to the other eligible sites.

2= properties with middle quality craftsmanship relative to the other eligible sites.

1= properties with lower quality craftsmanship relative to the other eligible sites.

Integrity.  This factor considers each site's integrity or degree of alteration.  (Because they are already National Register-eligible, most of the sites already possess a high degree of integrity, which is a requirement for eligibility.)  Values from 3 to 1.
3= least alteration relative to the other eligible sites.
2= moderate alteration relative to the other eligible sites.
1= most alteration relative to the other eligible sites.
Integrity of Setting.  This factor considers the integrity of each site's setting (outside of the site boundaries).  Values from 3 to 1.

3= least alteration relative to the other eligible sites.
2= moderate alteration relative to the other eligible sites.

1= most alteration relative to the other eligible sites.
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