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In 2008 SEAC Archeologists began working with Canaveral National Seashore in efforts to nominate Turtle Mound as
a National Historic Landmark. Also as part of this nomination, fieldwork was conducted at two additional sites, Castle
Windy and Seminole Rest, to salvage archeological evidence that would soon be lost to the eroding shoreline. As part

’project, twelve test units were excavated yielding more than 105,000 artifacts. Furthermore, SEAC Archeologists,
volunteers,and friends assisted the park with the stabilization of these mounds and middens by creating oyster beds and
plapting mangrove trees along the shoreline. Since its start, this project has hosted more than 205 volunteers logging over
Oﬁ hgurs of fieldwork to aid the park in preserving its cultural and natural resources.
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Castle Windy Trench 1 East Profile

10 YR 2/2 Very dark brown humic layer, fine
sandy loam small rootlets, duff, mixed with
occasional oyster shell, toward bottom of
zone, crushed clam and oyster shell

10 YR 2/1 Black fine sandy loam, mixed with
abundant whole clam ( 90% oyster, 5% clam
and coquina, 5% soil) loosely packed, oyster
positions are mostly inverse and horizontal,
faunal bone mixed throughout, shells stained
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oyster/ clam, 25% small crushed and whole
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75% oyster/ clam, 10% coquina, 15% shelly
sand and faunal bone
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Seminole Rest consists of several prehistoric shell mounds dating from 2000 BC to AD 1565. Snyder’s Mound,
which lies on the shore of Mosquito Lagoon, was a large quahog-clam processing center dating from about
AD 600-1420. It was used primarily between AD 700-1100. . It measures approximately 740 feet from north to
south and about 340 feet east to west and is approximately 13 feet high. Fiddle Crab Mound is a much smaller

shell-capped sand mound, purposefully constructed, approximately 15 feet in diameter sand mound, pur-

posefully constructed, approximately 15 feet in diameter.!
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Turtle MOQ;@dE located on the barrier island ne > north end of the Seashor€. It is a conical
mound coﬁlpos .~. aﬂl‘y of ovyste ells deposited by the indigenous in| vitan s of Florida.
| The mound almost straddles the narrow strip of land between the Atlantic Ocean a | ito
i | Lagoon. The mound is approximately 30 feet high with 35-foot summits at the e
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Special Thanks to Jayce Hill Reference : 1. Parker, Susan. 2008 Canaveral National Seashore Historic Resource Study.



