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Name of Property: Gardner Earl Memorial Chapel and Crematorium

City, State: Troy, New York

Significant Dates: 1888-99

NHL Criteria: 4

NHL Theme: I11. Expressing Cultural Values
5. Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urban Design

Previous Recognition: 1984 Oakwood Cemetery National Register District (contributing
building)

2003 National Register of Historic Places (individual listing)
National Historic Context: XVI. Architecture
F. Romanesque Revival (1840-1900)
2. Richardsonian

NHL Significance:

e Initially constructed in 1888-89, and enlarged and remodeled in 1892-99, the Gardner Earl
Memorial Chapel and Crematorium, in the words of historian Stephen Prothero, “was the
most extravagant crematory in the United States at its opening.”

e The imposing granite building is an impressive, picturesque Romanesque Revival
architectural composition. Its architecture and the sumptuousness of its interior design and
finish reflect its memorial nature while bolstering the cause of cremation by providing an
appropriate place to conduct rituals surrounding death.

e The opulent Late Victorian interiors were designed by highly skilled artisans and composed
of the finest materials available, including rare marbles, bronze, intricately carved stone and
wood, and exquisite stained glass.

e The building contains important groupings and examples of stained glass by the Tiffany
Studios and Maitland Armstrong. The Armstrong windows are among his most important
surviving works.

e A wealthy Troy couple constructed the building as a memorial to their only child, a son who
was an early proponent of cremation. The memorial nature of the commission freed the
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project from constraints that limited the architectural development of early crematoria such
as a lack of public social support and a related lack of business capital.

Integrity:

e The Gardner Earl Memorial Chapel and Crematorium holds a very high degree of
architectural and artistic integrity, clearly conveying its character-defining form,
function, and details.

o There have been relatively few major changes to the building since 1899. Although a
great deal of conservation work has been identified as necessary for its continued high
state of integrity, the building’s original materials and construction have helped it
perform and age very well over time despite its exposed location in a climate with great
weather extremes.

e The building includes the ca. 1892-93 retorts (cremator furnaces) that were part of a
ground-breaking and highly efficient kerosene-fired cremation system devised by James
Inglis, the first superintendent of the crematorium.

Owner of Property: Troy Cemetery Association, Inc. (Oakwood Cemetery)
Acreage of Property: Less than an acre.
Origins of Nomination: The president of the board of trustees of the Troy Cemetery Association
initiated the nomination process in 2006, and worked with a Historic Preservation Specialist in the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, to prepare a draft nomination.
Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:
o Designation as an NHL will be a first for the building type, and will recognize and assist in
the understanding of the history of cremation in the United States.
o Designation as an NHL will acknowledge some of the most opulent extant Late Victorian
building interiors in the United States.
e NHL status could help in ongoing efforts to preserve this significant building.
Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.
Landmarks Committee Comments:
Landmarks Committee Recommendation:
Public Comments Favoring Designation (comments received as of 05/11/11):
Mark Peckham, Director, Historic Preservation, Field Services Bureau, New York State Office of
Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation

The Honorable Harry J. Tutunjian, Mayor, City of Troy, New York

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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