Name of Property: Gaukler Pointe (Edsel & Eleanor Ford House)

City, State: Grosse Pointe Shores and St. Clair Shores, Michigan
Period of Significance: 1926-1940
NHL Criteria: 4
NHL Theme: I11. Expressing Cultural Values
5. Architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design
Previous Recognition: 1979 National Register of Historic Places

National Historic Context: XVII. Landscape Architecture

NHL Significance:

e Gaukler Pointe is nationally significant as a leading example of the mature work of
landscape architect Jens Jensen, a foremost proponent and practitioner of the Prairie Style
of landscape design. Jensen’s associate and son-in-law, Marshall Johnson, continued the
commission after Jensen’s retirement in 1934.

e This country estate was Jensen’s largest private commission and represents a fruitful
collaboration between landscape architect, Edsel and Eleanor Ford, and architect Albert
Kahn. Remodeling on the interior of the house by renowned industrial designer and Ford
collaborator Walter Dorwin Teague in the 1930s further illustrates the Fords’ interest in
modern design.

Integrity:

o Gaukler Pointe has only had two owners, and few changes have been made to the estate
and to its original design, materials, workmanship, and setting.

o Today, visitors enter through the gate lodge as they did when the Fords were in residence,
and progress through the landscape, glimpsing views of the playhouse, residence, and
Lake St. Clair, as landscape architect Jens Jensen intended. The general massing of trees
remains, contrasting with the meadow and other open spaces.

« Careful attention has been given to preservation of the qualities that distinguish the
architecture and landscape design with its complex spatial organization, rich display of
plantings, lake and meadow views, and special landscape features.

o Some plant materials have been replaced due to senescing or disease, but care has been
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taken to replace vegetation in kind to preserve the subtle character of Jensen’s design.

e The exterior and interior of the primary buildings, including the gate lodge and north and
south cottages, residence, power house, and playhouse maintain high integrity in all
aspects.

Owner of Property: Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
Acreage of Property: 87

Origins of Nomination: The Edsel & Eleanor Ford House hired consultants to prepare the NHL
nomination.

Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:

e The designation of Gaukler Pointe as a National Historic Landmark will recognize Jens
Jensen, one of the nation’s foremost landscape architects, and his creation of one of the
finest late expression of the nature-based Prairie Style of landscape design.

o Designation will document this property which scholars have long recognized as a model
Country Place Estate.

o Designation will further enhance the heritage tourism potential of the estate.

Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.
Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Dr. Carson moved, Dr. Chen
seconded; 1 abstention; 11 yeas; approval.

Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 11/17/15):
Michael Smith, City Manager, St. Claire Shores City Offices, Office of the City Manager, St.
Clair Shores, Michigan

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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