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Name of Property: Ames Monument

City, State: Laramie, Albany County, Wyoming
Period of Significance: 1881-1882

NHL Criteria: 4, Exception 7

NHL Theme: I11. Expressing Cultural Values

5. Architecture, landscape architecture, and urban design

Previous Recognition: 1972 National Register of Historic Places

1972 Historic American Buildings Survey

National Historic Context: XVI. Architecture

F. Romanesque Revival (1840-1900)
2. Richardsonian

NHL Significance:

National Park System Advisory Board

The Ames Monument is a pivotal and highly significant work in the career of Henry
Hobson Richardson. The simple massing and naturalistic materials of the Ames
Monument, designed midway through his career, are a pure manifestation of a critical
shift in his architectural design away from a reliance on references to historical stylistic
motifs. After the Ames Monument, he completed the F. L. Ames Gardener’s Cottage,
Converse Memorial Library, Allegheny County Courthouse, Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, Robert Treat Paine House, and the Glessner House (all NHLs). These later
works display distinctive qualities related to the Ames Monument, in terms of naturalistic
materials (boulder and rusticated stone), the reduction of historical details, and
geometrical massing.

The Ames Monument is a pure essay in a distinctively American architecture that
Richardson developed (according to historian Jeffrey Karl Ochsner) as he entered a phase
of professional maturity in which he “began to simplify form and to eliminate
architectural detail. He turned instead to basic shapes, continuous surfaces, and the
innate qualities of brick, stone, and shingles to create the distinctive architectural quality
of his buildings.”

The Ames Monument is the most evocative physical manifestation of the intellectual and
design collaboration of Richardson and the landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted
during this period. As described by late nineteenth-century architectural critic Marianna
Griswold Van Rensselaer, Olmsted’s influence helped shape Richardson’s interest in
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landscapes and natural form in design.

Integrity:

e The Ames Monument retains its original design, materials, workmanship, and setting.
The monument is in very good condition. The location—a windswept knoll at over 8,000
feet in elevation—experiences severe weather conditions, but far from deteriorating the
monument, as Frederick law Olmsted remarked in a letter to Frederick Lothrop Ames in
1887, the effects of weathering “in the next thousand years will, I should think, no more
than improve it.”

o Today, visitors arrive by car instead of train, but the surrounding landscape of the high
plains of Southeastern Wyoming still serves as the dramatic context of the monument.
The two portrait reliefs by Augustus Saint-Gaudens have been slightly damaged by
vandals (noses broken by rifle shots).

e Recent stabilization and restoration work by Wyoming State Parks has assured the
continued stability of the monument.

Owner of Property: Wyoming State Parks
Acreage of Property: 8.443

Origins of Nomination: The Wyoming State Preservation Office commissioned consultants to
prepare a nomination.

Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:

e The Ames Monument is one of the most significant architectural works in the State of
Wyoming. The monument has a strong constituency of western historians, architectural
historians, and citizen groups.

o Designation will recognize this property which scholars (from Van Rensselaer, to
Russell-Hitchcock, to O’Gorman) have long recognized as one of the most significant
works of the preeminent American architect of the era.

o Designation will enhance the economic potential of heritage tourism in southeastern
Wyoming.

Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.
Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Dr. Allan moved, Dr. Chen
seconded; unanimous approval.

Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 11/10/15):
Peter S. Thompson, Jr., Stuart, Florida

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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