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Name of Property: Trujillo Homesteads

City, State: Hooper vicinity, Colorado
Period of Significance: 1865-1902

NHL Criteria: 1,6

NPS Theme: I. Peopling Places

3. Migration from Outside and Within
6. Encounters, Conflicts, and Colonization

Previous Recognition: 2004 National Register of Historic Places
National Historic Context: X. Westward Expansion of the British Colonies and the United

States, 1763-1898
G. The Cattlemen’s Empire
3. Ranches
XXX. American Ways of Life
E. Ethnic Communities (including Immigration)

NHL Significance:

National Park System Advisory Board

The Trujillo Homesteads exceptionally represent the expansion of Hispano-American
settlement in the part of the American Southwest newly-acquired by the United States in
the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo. The first settlers of European descent in the area,
their migration northward is analogous to the westward push of agrarians from the
Midwest. These Hispano settlers, natives or residents of the southwestern United States
descended from Spaniards who settled prior to annexation, transplanted traditional
agricultural methods, architecture, language, foods, land and water laws, and land
settlement patterns to the region.

Teofilo and Andrelitta Trujillo built one of the largest and wealthiest Hispano ranch
operations in the San Luis Valley. Their son, Pedro Trujillo, adapted to the increasing
dominance of Anglos in the area by raising only cattle, building a two-story log house on
his own homestead, and speaking English. In 1902 a conflict between Teofilo and
cattleman over Teofilo’s grazing of sheep on the open range led to the killing of a large
number of his sheep and the burning of his ranch headquarters to the ground.

The homesteads represent Hispano settlement and the preservation of traditional Hispano
culture on the frontier, as well as the impact of cultural exchange with Native Americans
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and the expanding Anglo settlements, within a borderland setting.

e The site has high potential to yield information addressing nationally significant research
questions and data affecting theories and concepts on ethnicity and racialization as
viewed in the context of settlement, subsistence, and economic patterns of northward
Hispano settlement, and its attendant adaptation to the new frontier landscape.

Integrity:

e The Trujillo Homesteads retains a high degree of integrity.

e The archeological integrity of materials at the Teofilo and Andrellita Trujillo site is
pristine. After the site burned in 1902, it was abandoned and undisturbed. The
archeological integrity at the Pedro and Sofia Trujillo Home may have been impacted
during house stabilization efforts in 2010. However, there are many artifact
concentrations remaining on site that are likely to contain intact archeological deposits
related to use of the site during the Trujillo occupation.

Owner of Property: The Nature Conservancy. It is located on land that is within the authorized
boundary of the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve.

Acreage of Property: 35.6 acres
Origins of Nomination: American Latino Heritage Initiative
Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:
e The nomination will reveal some of the complexities and little-known history regarding
Hispano settlement in the Southwest.
Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.
Public Comments Favoring Designation (received as of 11/03/11):
Mr. Darius Allen, Chair, Alamosa County Board of Commissioners, Colorado (elected
official waiver)
Peter Ericson, Western Colorado Program Director, The Nature Conservancy
Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation:

Advisory Board Recommendation:

National Park System Advisory Board 2
http://www.nps.gov/history/nhl/FallLl1Noms/REDACTEDTrujillo.pdf



