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National Park Service
U.S.  Department of the Interior

Heritage Partnerships Program
Intermountain Region

Current Projects and Partners 2012

1.	 Denver & Rio Grande Railroad San Juan 
Extension (Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad) 
National Historic Landmark Nomination –  
Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, 
Inc., and City and County of Denver

2.	 Denver Civic Center National Historic 
Landmark Nomination – Colorado Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Historic 
Denver, Inc.

3.	 Camp Hale National Historic Landmark 
Nomination  –  U.S.  Forest Service

4.	 Red Rocks National Historic Landmark 
Nomination  –  City and County of Denver and 
the University of Colorado Denver

5.	 Historic American Landscape Survey of 
Significant Landscapes in the West  – 
American society of Landscape Architects, 
Colorado/Wyoming Chapter 

Interpretive sign at Colorado Chautauqua

Recent Successes

Colorado Chautauqua National Historic 
Landmark Creates Audio Tour and Interpretive 
Signage

With partial funding from the NPS Challenge Cost 
Share Program, the Colorado Chautauqua Association 
has produced an interpretive mobile phone audio 
tour that explains the history and uniqueness of the 
National Historic Landmark.   The tour, created 
by ECOS Communications, enables people who 
"stumble upon” something of interest to immediately 
learn more information about that site through their 
mobile.    Upon arrival at a designated Chautauqua 
tour stop (or from any location), a visitor calls 303-
952-1600 and presses the corresponding tour stop 
number to listen to audio that includes period voicing, 
sound effects, music, and narration.   As part of the 
project, Colorado Chautauqua Association also 
installed six wayfinding and interpretive signs to 
help visitors find their way among the 100 residential 
cottages and public buildings at the site.   The 
association, which holds a long-term lease from the 
City of Boulder, worked with NPS staff and others to 
develop an historically appropriate look and feel for 
the signage.   

continued on page 2
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Projects and Partners 2012 (cont.)

6.	 African American Soldiers in the West, 
1866-1891 Study  – Organization of American 
Historians

7.	 Ancestral Puebloan Sites HABS Documentation  
– Bureau of Land Management and the University 
of Colorado Denver

8.	 Air Force Academy, Center for Character & 
Leadership Development  – United States Air 
Force Academy 

9.	 Energy Improvement Testing and Green 
Building Upgrades at Colorado Chautauqua 
National Historic Landmark  – Colorado 
Chautauqua Association

10.	Interpretive Pull-Out and Kiosk at Colorado 
Chautauqua National Historic Landmark  – 
Colorado Chautauqua Association

11.	Building Stock Research and Inventory Related 
to the Granada (Amache) Japanese American 
Relocation Center National Historic Landmark  
– Colorado Preservation, Inc.  

12.	Water Tower, Water Tank, and Guard Tower 
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction at Granada 
(Amache) Japanese American Relocation 
Center National Historic Landmark  – Colorado 
Preservation, Inc., and the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation

13.	Barracks Relocation at Granada (Amache) 
Japanese American Relocation Center National 
Historic Landmark  – Colorado Preservation, Inc.

Find out more about each project starting on 
page 6

Colorado Chautauqua National Historic 
Landmark (cont.)

This Colorado institution was founded in 1898 as 
part of the Chautauqua Movement—a national social 
phenomenon based on the principles of voluntary 
simplicity, useful leisure, lifelong learning, and nature 
as inspiration.   Today the association continues 
to preserve, perpetuate and improve the site and 
spirit of the historic Chautauqua through cultural, 
educational, social, and recreational experiences.   
Visitors come to the Colorado Chautauqua and 
adjacent open space trailheads for more than half 
a million visits a year, according to conservative 
estimates.   

Early visitors enjoying Colorado Chautauqua

The Heritage Partnerships Program of the National Park Service (NPS) Intermountain Region includes 
several programs that provide technical and financial assistance to partner organizations to encourage the 
preservation of our Nation’s most significant places.   Through these activities, which are funded through 
National Recreation and Preservation (NR&P) Programs, the NPS works collaboratively with partners to 
extend the core mission of the National Park Service beyond the boundaries of our national parks.   These 
programs include:  National Historic Landmarks, Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), Historic 
American Engineering Record (HAER), and Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) documentation 
programs, and the Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program.  

ABOUT US
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University of Denver Surveys Gardens at Granada 
(Amache) Japanese American Relocation Center 

In 1942, the 
United States 
government 
ordered more 
than 120,000 
Japanese 
American men, 
women, and 
children to leave 
their homes and 
detained them 
in military-style 
camps.  Between 
1942-1945, over 
7,000 Japanese 
Americans 
were sent to 
the Granada 
Relocation Center in southeastern Colorado, where they lived in tar-
paper-covered barracks surrounded by guard towers and barbed wire 
fences.   Now a National Historic Landmark, the relocation center – also 
known as Amache – contains building foundations and remnants of 
original landscaping.   Since about half of the internees were gardeners or 
farmers from California, an archeological investigation of Amache’s garden 
plots offered an opportunity to reveal how internees transformed the stark 
confinement landscape into 
something more inviting.
 
In 2011, with partial funding 
from the Heritage Partnerships 
Program, the University of 
Denver completed its report 
on an archeological field 
school that was focused 
on a vegetable garden and 
two entryway gardens in 
front of a former internee 
barrack.   The investigators 
used ground-penetrating 
radar, stratigraphic excavation, 
archeobotany, palynology, 
soil chemistry analysis, and 
macrobotanical and pollen 
evidence that showed that the 
internees invested a great deal of 
effort towards improving the soil and watering their gardens.   Excavations 
uncovered large stones used as decorative garden elements; the stones 
came from a geological formation over 40 miles away.   Survey results will 
assist in the long-term management and interpretation of the site’s cultural 
landscape.

Ornamental Garden during Excavation, Photo from 
“The Archaeology of Gardening at Amache” Report

Amache water pipes reused as planters for a traditional Japanese 
garden.  Photo by Bonnie Clark, University of Denver

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU

Could your project benefit 
from assistance from the 
Heritage Partnerships 
Program staff?

Contact us to find out.

Christine Whitacre
Program Manager

303-969-2882

Lysa Wegman-French
Historian

303-969-2842

Tom Keohan
Historical Architect

303-969-2897

Shirl Kasper
Historian

303-969-2232

Charles Haecker
Archeologist
505-988-6757

Kara Miyagishima
Japanese American 

Confinement Sites Grants 
303-969-2885

Alex Hernandez
Japanese American 

Confinements Sites Grants
303-969-2846

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
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In 2012, as part of the America's Great Outdoors initiative 
and at the request of Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar, the NPS completed a reconnaissance survey of 
the natural and cultural resources in the San Luis Valley 
and Sangre de Cristo Mountains in southern Colorado 
and northern New Mexico.  Heritage Partnerships 
Program staff served as team members for the project, 
the purpose of which was to identify opportunities to 
preserve and interpret nationally significant American 
Latino heritage sites within this area, as well as 
opportunities for conservation of natural resources.   

The survey area represents the northernmost expansion 
of the Spanish Colonial and Mexican frontier in the 
region.   The establishment of Mexican land grants in 
the area, the impacts of those land grants on settlement 
patterns, and the history and culture of the people 
associated with them are significant chapters in the 
history of the United States.  The study recommended a 
range of options, including a Congressionally authorized 
special resource study of American Latino sites within 
the area, an update to the Vermejo Park Ranch special 
resource study that was completed in 1979, the creation 
of a corridor of conservation easements, the development 
of state heritage tour routes, and NPS assistance to state 
and local heritage sites.  The report is available on the 
NPS Planning, Environment & Public Comment website 
at:  http://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=
73&projectID=39991&documentID=44749

Trujillo Homestead - Photo Courtesy:  Front Range Research Associates, Inc.

Reconnaissance Survey Identifies Nationally Significant Sites within the 
San Luis Valley and Sangre de Cristo Mountains 

“The San Luis Valley has 
been home to a variety of cultures 
dating back 11,000 years and 
represents the northernmost 
expansion of the Spanish colonial 
frontier in the region,” said 
Secretary Salazar.  “The people 
who settled here helped build 
America, and their cultural and 
historic contributions are an 
important chapter in the story 
of our nation that should be 
preserved and told to future 
generations.”

La Vega, communal pastureland
in the San Luis Valley
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“Water in the West” Online Travel Itinerary Highlights 
Gunnison Tunnel in Colorado

In partnership with the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), the National 
Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, and the National Park 
Service Heritage Education Services, Heritage Partnerships Program staff 
added a new segment to the NPS’ Discover Our Shared Heritage Travel 

Itinerary.   Titled Bureau of Reclamation Historic Dams and Water 
Projects:  Managing Water in the West, the online itinerary focuses 
on 25 BOR dams that are listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places or are determined to be eligible.   Separate essays, 
all researched and written by Heritage Partnership staff member 
Shirl Kasper, explain the mission of the BOR, its engineering 
achievements, and the crucial importance of water in the arid 
American West.   The dams and their associated reservoirs and 
canals, built in the 20th century for irrigation and hydroelectric 
power, dramatically transformed life in the West.   Featured water 
projects include the Gunnison Tunnel in Colorado, which is 
within Curecanti National Recreation Area and Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison National Park.    

Launched in February 2012, the Historic Dams travel itinerary not only 
includes essays, but photographs, maps, and lesson plans that highlight the 
challenges and complexities of constructing these historic water projects.   
Today as in the past, BOR projects have a sweeping impact on irrigation 
and municipal and industrial water supplies, hydroelectric power, 
navigation, flood control, and recreational opportunity.   The itinerary, 
available online at Bureau of Reclamation Historic Dams and Water 
Projects:  Managing Water in the West, is just one piece of the NPS’ growing 
online travel series, which supports historic preservation, promotes public 
awareness of history, and encourages visits to historic places throughout 
the country.

Gunnison Tunnel: The West Portal 
above, is near Montrose, and the East 
Portal is in the Curecanti National 
Recreation Area and Black Canyon of 
the Gunnison National Park
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1.	 Denver & Rio Grande Railroad San Juan Extension (Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad) 
National Historic Landmark Nomination

Project Partner:  Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad, Inc.
HPP Contact:  Christine Whitacre, Lysa Wegman-French 
Location:  Conejos and Archuleta Counties (and Rio Arriba 
County, New Mexico)

Project Goal:
Create a successful National Historic Landmark nomination 
that will demonstrate the high level of physical integrity 
and national significance of this property, resulting in 
designation by the Secretary of the Interior.

HPP Role:
Provide advice and guidance to the authors of the nomination.

2.	 Denver Civic Center National Historic Landmark Nomination

Project Partners:  Colorado State Historic Preservation Office, 
City and County of Denver, Historic Denver, Inc.
HPP Contact:  Lysa Wegman-French, Tom Keohan
Location:  Denver

Project Goal:
Create a successful National Historic Landmark nomination that 
will demonstrate the high level of physical integrity and national 
significance of this property, resulting in designation by the 
Secretary of the Interior.

HPP Role:
Provide partial funding, advice and guidance to authors of the 
nomination.

3.	 Camp Hale National Historic Landmark Nomination

Project Partner:  U.S.  Forest Service-White Mountain National Forest
HPP Contact:  Shirl Kasper, Charles Haecker 
Location:  Leadville vicinity

Project Goal:
Create a successful National Historic Landmark nomination that 
will demonstrate the high level of physical integrity and national 
significance of this property, resulting in designation by the 
Secretary of the Interior.

HPP Role:
Prepare the nomination, including historical research and 
archeological assessment.

Current Projects

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad

Denver Civic Center (forefront )

Camp Hale , circa 1942
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4.	 Red Rocks National Historic Landmark Nomination

Project Partners:  City and County of Denver and the University of Colorado Denver
HPP Contacts:  Tom Keohan, Lysa Wegman-French
Location:  Morrison

Project Goal:
Create a successful National Historic Landmark 
nomination that will demonstrate the high level of 
physical integrity and national significance of this 
property, resulting in designation by the Secretary of the 
Interior.

HPP Role:  
Provide partial funding and technical assistance, as well 
as advice and guidance to the authors of the nomination.

5.	 Historic American Landscape Survey of Significant Landscapes in the West

Project Partner:  American Association of Landscape Architects, Colorado/Wyoming Chapter 
HPP Contact:   Tom Keohan and Lysa Wegman-French
Location:  Jefferson, Weld, and Pitkin Counties

Project Goal:
Identify and document nationally significant landscapes on 
Historic American Landscape Survey (HALS) short forms, 
including the Mount Morrison Civilian Conservation 
Camp, the Dearfield Agricultural Colony, the Fryingpan 
charcoal kilns, the Smuggler Mountain mining district and 
Buffalo Peaks Ranch.

HPP Role:
Provide funding and technical assistance in completing the 
documentation forms to ensure they meet HALS standards.  

6.	 African American Soldiers in the West, 1866-1891 Study 

Project Partner:  Organization of American Historians
HPP Contact:  Lysa Wegman-French
Location:  Western United States, including Colorado

Project Goal:
Complete a National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form that will document the history and 
significance of the men known popularly as the Buffalo Soldiers, and identify properties associated with that 
history, including sites in Colorado.   

HPP Role:
Provide funding for the project, as well as overall project coordination, expertise, guidance and advice regarding 
National Register and National Historic Landmarks guidelines.  

Red Rocks Amphitheater

Smuggler Mountain mining district



8

7.	 Ancestral Puebloan Sites HABS Documentation

Project Partner:  Bureau of Land Management and University 
of Colorado at Denver
HPP Contact:   Tom Keohan
Location:   Cortez vicinity 

Project Goal:
Use LiDAR (laser scanning) technology to prepare 3D 
documentation and HABS level documentation of two late 
period Pueblo III sites (A.D.  1225-1280) within Canyons of the 
Ancients National Monument .

HPP Role:
Administer the project and provide technical assistance.  

8.	 Air Force Academy, Center for Character & 
Leadership Development

Project Partner:  United States Air Force Academy 
HPP Contact:  Tom Keohan
Location:  Colorado Springs 

Project Goal:   
Ensure that design of the new Center for Character and 
Leadership Development will meet Secretary of the Interior 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.  

HPP Role:
Serve on the blue ribbon panel jury for the building, and advise 
on appropriate design options.

9.	 Energy Improvement Testing and Green Building 
Upgrades at Colorado Chautauqua National 
Historic Landmark

Project Partner:  Colorado Chautauqua Association
HPP Contact:  Tom Keohan
Location:   Boulder

Project Goal: Improve the energy efficiency of the Chautauqua 
dining hall while also preserving the historic integrity of the 
building.

HPP Role: Provide partial funding and technical assistance.

10.	Interpretive Pull-Out and Kiosk at Colorado 
Chautauqua National Historic Landmark

Project Partner:   Colorado Chautauqua Association
HPP Contact:  Tom Keohan
Location:   Boulder

Project Goal: Complete an interpretive pull-out and orientation 
kiosk near the entrance to Colorado Chautauqua.

HPP Role: Provide partial funding and technical assistance.  

Air Force Acacemy Chapel

Chautauqua dining hall

 Canyons of the Ancients National Monument, 
Bureau of Land Management Photo



9

11.	Building Stock Research and Inventory Related to the 
Granada (Amache) Japanese American Relocation 
Center National Historic Landmark 

Project Partner:  Colorado Preservation, Inc.  
HPP Contact:  Kara Miyagishima, Alex Hernandez
Location:  Granada

Project Goal:
Identify and document the historic buildings from Amache that 
are within a 110-mile radius of the relocation center.

HPP Role:
Award NPS funding through a Japanese American Confinement 
Sites Grant, monitor project, and provide assistance.  

12.	Water Tower and Tank Restoration, and Guard 
Tower Reconstruction at Granada (Amache) 
Japanese American Relocation Center National 
Historic Landmark

Project Partner:  Colorado Preservation, Inc., and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation
HPP Contact:  Kara Miyagishima, Alex Hernandez
Location:  Prowers County

Project Goal:
Restore the historic water tower and tank, reconstruct the 
historic guard tower, and complete an interpretive wayside 
display.

HPP Role:
Award NPS funding through the three Japanese American 
Confinement Sites Grants that are supporting this effort, monitor 
project, and provide.  

13.	Barracks Relocation at Granada (Amache) Japanese 
American Relocation Center National Historic 
Landmark

Project Partner:  Colorado Preservation, Inc.
HPP Contact:  Kara Miyagishima, Alex Hernandez
Location:  Granada

Project Goal:
Relocate an historic barracks to the relocation center.

HPP Role:
Award NPS funding through a Japanese American Confinement 
Sites Grant, monitor project, and provide assistance.  

Relocated Amache barracks noted in 
Building Stock Inventory Report

Drawing of historic water and guard tower at 
Granada (Amache)
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