Module III: Study Tour
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This section presents an overview of local, state, and national parks and sites that form a sample itinerary for Module III: Study Tour of Archeological Interpretation Programs.
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Goals
This module is designed to provide participants with behind-the-scenes looks at archeological interpretation programs at local, state, and federal parks and sites.

Content
This course will involve day trips to local, state, and national parks with some classroom activity. The case studies included in this manual for 2004-5 were selected from the National Capital area as a sample of possible sites to visit. The program can easily be adapted to different regions of the country by selecting other case study sites.
Lessons to Learn

Many parks have had extensive archeological investigations conducted in them. In some cases, archeological investigations were directly related to the official park designation (such as, excavations in the formal gardens of a historic home or of military encampments at a national battlefield), but in others, archeological sites may not be directly related to the park’s original designation (such as, a Native American site at an historic farm).  Thus, innovative programs are required to incorporate archeological resources into public presentations.  This tour of public parks is designed to engage participants in presentations and discussions at the case study sites to learn about park-specific resources and different approaches to interpretation that have been devised. The course also is designed to incorporate discussions about heritage tourism within various geographic and demographic settings. The study tour will demonstrate the value of archeologists and interpreters working together.
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Case Studies
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Within the National Capital area, the case study programs will be drawn from regional sites such as the following potential locations:
· Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, West Virginia

· Monocacy National Historic Battlefield, Maryland

· Historic St. Mary’s City, Maryland

· Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, Maryland

· City Museum, Washington, DC
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Much of the information presented below derives directly from publicly-available information (primarily websites) for each of the places.  This information is included here as an overview of each case study location and the interpretive programs at each. The study tour is expected to provide participants with more specific and behind-the-scenes information on how these programs were selected, developed, and integrated with the mission of each place.
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Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, West Virginia

Website:  http://www.nps.gov/hafe/index.htm

Harpers Ferry, covering over 2,300 acres of West Virginia, Virginia, and Maryland, became part of the National Park System in 1944. Located at the confluence of the Shenandoah River with the Potomac, Harpers Ferry involves diverse people and events that influenced the course of our nation’s history: 

Geography and History
For thousands of years before the arrival of European settlers, the place now known as Harpers Ferry had been home to native peoples who hunted and fished along the banks of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers. European settlers coming to the area created a small community which quickly transformed into the thriving industrial town of Harpers Ferry. The arrival of the Baltimore & Ohio and the Winchester and Potomac Railroads and the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal helped to insure economic prosperity for this community. In 1859 it survived the impact of John Brown's Raid only to be torn apart by four years of Civil War. The roots of African American experience run deep here: slavery, the struggle for freedom, education, and early civil rights are all important aspects of the history of Harpers Ferry. The town remains, today, a reminder of these historic events.

Public Interpretation Programs
The Park offers a regular series of guided tours for visitors of all ages:

· Story Behind the Scenery (to learn about the significance of Harpers Ferry)

· Training Ground, Battle Ground, and Staging Ground (centered on the Bolivar Heights Civil War battleground)

· Stories of Camp Hill (personal stories from the past, from Civil War to Civil Rights)

· Ranger’s Choice (alternate historical topics addressed during a walking tour of Harpers Ferry)

The orientation exhibit, A Place in Time, uses excavated objects and archeological findings in its introduction of 19th-century armory workers.

In addition, a variety of ranger-guided education programs have been developed for children of different grade levels. The extent to which archeological resources are included in these different programs varies greatly.

Industrial history at Harpers Ferry is an integral part of the park’s programming, but the history of the labor force was largely forgotten until archeological investigations led to new and expanded interpretations. For instance, archeological research at the Harpers Ferry armory demonstrated how armory workers resisted corporate paternalism, a deviation that came to haunt those who tried to manage labor in the gun factory. The archeological record at Harpers Ferry also shows that some workers may have practiced their craft in a piece-work system at home until about 1841 when the military took control of the facility and made all workers abide by a standard work discipline. 
Monocacy National Historic Battlefield, Maryland
Website:  http://www.nps.gov/mono/index.htm


The Monocacy Civil War battlefield encompasses some 1,650 acres in Frederick County, Maryland along the Monocacy River 30 miles northwest of Washington, DC. The area was designated a National Battlefield by Congressional legislation in 1934, but much of the property relevant to the battle remained in private ownership until the 1980s. Thus, park lands were not open to the public until 1991. The Best Farm, which was among additional properties acquired by the Park Service in 1993, is currently the site of archeological excavation being undertaken by the National Park Service through a cooperative agreement with the University of Maryland. Because the development of the park began relatively recently, the archeological excavations promise to contribute substantially to the interpretation of the battlefield.

Geography and History

In the mid-18th century the town of Frederick was laid out and surrounding areas were divided into farmsteads. During the Civil War several important transportation routes through the Monocacy area (Georgetown Pike, major railroads, etc.) allowed significant troop movements through the region. The Battle of Monocacy, on July 9, 1864, led by Confederate General Jubal Early, was counted as a Confederate victory, but the battle helped prevent Early from making a successful assault on Washington, D.C.  John Best, the tenant on the farm at the time of the battle, continued his agricultural pursuits following the battle.

Archeology and Public Interpretation (from Beasley 2003)
Although not yet open to the public, the Best Farm is the focus of development plans at Monocacy National Battlefield, including relocation of the park’s primary visitor center to the farm’s northeastern boundary. The archeological identification and evaluation study of the Best Farm is intended to provide the National Park Service with detailed information that will aid in short- and long-term planning and development of the site. 
The archaeological identification and evaluation study has looked at the following resources: Archaic period Native American sites, Colonial period landscapes, and Civil War landscapes.  In addition to the standing structures on the property, the archeological investigations have identified two Archaic period sites, an early 19th-century barn dependency, a mid-19th-century sheet midden, a mid- to late 19th-century brick cistern, and an icehouse and a stone-lined privy of undetermined dates.

An important aspect of this study has been volunteer participation and local support and interest in the project. Volunteers from numerous local interest groups, including the Archeological Society of Maryland, the Urbana Historical Society, Friends of Monocacy Battlefield, and the South Mountain Relic and Coin Club, have contributed over 4,000 hours assisting the archeology team in all aspects of excavation as well as the washing, processing, cataloging, and labeling of collected artifacts. 

Historic St. Mary’s City, Maryland

Website:  http://www.stmaryscity.org

Historic St. Mary’s City was Maryland’s first settlement (the 4th permanent settlement in British North America) and for 61 years its colonial capital. After the capital was moved to Annapolis in 1795, St. Mary’s City was virtually abandoned and eventually converted to agricultural use. Today, Historic St. Mary’s City is an outdoor museum and archeological park on the site of Maryland’s original settlement. With emphasis on the 17th century, the St. Mary’s City Commission studies the history of St. Mary’s City, preserves its archeological evidence, and interprets that history for the public.

Geography and History

At a site on the St. Mary’s River, the Yaocomaco Indians had already cleared land but were preparing to leave, possibly due to hostilities with the Susquehannock. The land was claimed in the name of King Charles I and Lord Baltimore and was called Saint Maries in honor of the Virgin Mary. In 1668, to encourage development, Lord Baltimore chartered St. Mary's City. Today, everything that once stood on the 17th-century town lands has disappeared-at least above ground. St. Mary's City was abandoned for the present Maryland capital of Annapolis in 1695. Fortunately, there was very little later development to destroy the site of what was once the first capital. 

Archeology and Public Interpretation

The Archeology program at Historic St. Mary's City has been ongoing since 1971 when the museum hired its first staff archeologist. Archeologists have recorded over three hundred archeological sites within the limits of the National Landmark. Historic St. Mary's City has co-sponsored with St. Mary's College of Maryland one of the longest running field schools in historical archeology in the United States. The museum is the heart of a National Historic Landmark recognized as one of America's best-preserved colonial archeology sites.  

Current research projects range from analysis of 18th-century deposits on the college campus to excavations at the site where William Nuthead operated the first printing press in the English colonies south of Massachusetts. Past research projects range from site intensive excavations through site surveys and include the excavations at Brick Chapel of 1667 and the examination of three lead coffins found in the Chapel.  Building on this research, St. Mary’s City offers a number of guided tours for school groups and adult visitors as well as an extensive online virtual tour of the entire museum complex, including its history and archeology.


At Historic St. Mary's City, colorful costumed interpreters in recreated 17th-century settings tell the stories of Maryland's first years, when St. Mary's was the state capital. Outdoor exhibits feature a reconstructed State House of 1676, a working colonial farm, the Woodland Indian Hamlet, and the Maryland Dove, a replica square-rigged ship. Hands-on activities are offered at most sites where visitors encounter special opportunities to work alongside professional archeologists, churn butter, watch a militia drill, or shoot a bow and arrow.

Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum, Maryland

Website:  http://www.jefpat.org
Located just 45 minutes south of the Washington Capital Beltway in Calvert County, Maryland, Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is a state history and archeology museum exploring the changing cultures and environment of the Chesapeake Bay region of the past 12,000 years. The park and museum are part of the State of Maryland’s Historical Trust agency.

Geography and History

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is a 544-acre park located along 2.5 miles of the Patuxtent River and St. Leonard Creek in Calvert County, Maryland. Archeological surveys of the property have revealed over 70 sites spanning 9,000 years of human history. Research also has revealed this site to have been the home of Maryland’s first Attorney General, Richard Smith, and his descendant, Margaret Mackall Smith, wife of President Zachary Taylor. During the War of 1812, the largest naval battle in Maryland’s history took place here. The Park is now home to a state history and archeology museum that explores the changing cultures and environment of the Chesapeake Bay region over the past 12,000 years.

Archeology and Public Interpretation

Visitors can investigate thousands of years of human history by touring archeological sites and trails, acres of working farmland, restored farm buildings and museum exhibits, and by attending educational programs. More than 70 archeological sites have been identified, from the prehistoric period 9,000 years ago through the Colonial period, and including the site of the 1814 Battle of St. Leonard Creek, the largest naval engagement in Maryland's history.

The Visitor Center contains museum exhibits, a hands-on Discovery Room for children, and the Show Barn Museum Shop. The Farm exhibit building houses a regional collection of Southern Maryland farm equipment, including a 20,000-pound steam traction engine. Three trails take visitors through a mixed hardwood forest or to open fields along the Patuxent River where visitors can see archeologists’ interpretation of 17th-century life at the site.

In 1996, JPPM began offering its Public Archeology Program. Each summer, volunteers are given the opportunity to assist Park archeologists in the excavation of actual sites. The public is invited to help excavate or screen for artifacts, or to just watch the work in progress. During the rest of the year, there are opportunities to work in the Maryland Archeological Conservation Lab, or to participate in occasional weekend digs. Lab experiences include washing, labeling, counting, and identifying artifacts, assisting in their conservation, or entering data into a computer.

City Museum, Washington, DC

Website:  http://www.citymuseumdc.org

In Washington, DC, home to numerous world-class museums, a new city museum recently opened that focuses on the many unique neighborhoods in the nation’s capital. Located across from the new DC Convention Center, the Historical Society of Washington, DC converted the former Carnegie Library at Mount Vernon Square into the new DC City Museum.
Geography and History

Situated at the confluence of the Anacostia and Potomac rivers, the land that became Washington consisted of the small but prosperous port towns of Georgetown and Alexandria with the intervening land between the rivers occupied by pastureland and farm estates. Under the leadership of the new president, George Washington, Pierre L’Enfant, a Frenchman, drafted a plan for the city and Benjamin Banneker, a free African American, helped survey the land. Within the resulting diamond-shaped city boundaries was an orderly street plan of gridded streets and grand boulevards that intersected at a series of squares and circles designated as reservations. This elaborate plan included prominent sites for new federal buildings, such as the President’s house and the Capitol.  Over 200 years later, the original L’Enfant plan is still very much in evidence.


The DC City Museum focuses on “residential” Washington, as opposed to the federal institutions, monuments, and museums that most people visit when they tour the nation’s capital. The DC City Museum serves as a gateway to numerous local venues scattered throughout the District’s vibrant and culturally diverse neighborhoods. The DC Heritage Tourism Coalition helps to coordinate tourism efforts in the city by providing information on the wide variety of tourist sites available to the public and by developing and promoting a series of neighborhood and thematic walking tours.

Archeology and Public Interpretation

The focus of the DC City Museum as a series of “neighborhood gateways” reflects not only customary financial and space limitations but also a relatively new approach in museum development that allow visitors to experience museum exhibits closer to the source. That is, while 19th-century museums were filled with collections of artifacts and art objects obtained from other parts of the world, the development of local museums allow visitors to learn more about nature and culture close to their geographic origins. The new DC City Museum encourages people to venture out into all the neighborhoods of the city—making DC itself the ultimate exhibit at the new DC City Museum.

From its inception, the City Museum was designed to include an archeology exhibit and laboratory; in addition, archeology was planned as an integral component of public interpretation, particularly educational programs, developed at the museum. In line with this effort, a “walking and metro guide” to archeology in downtown DC has been developed to highlight excavations that have been done in the city’s commercial core.  


















Archeology and interpretation at Cumberland Island, Georgia (left) and Herbert Hoover House, Iowa (right)

















































































































“Where history, archaeology and memory meet at industrial sites is where we find the excitement of our discipline as well as some of the troubling aspects of how nations and communities use their past.  I believe that by understanding how we, as a society, choose to remember a past can tell us a lot about who we are as a community and a nation.”


-Paul Shackel, 2003


























Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
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“The history of Harpers Ferry has few parallels in the American drama.  It is more than one event, one date, or one individual. It is multi-layered – involving a diverse number of people and events that influenced the course of our nation's history.”


-from the National Park Service website
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combined classroom and day trips to case study sites





Goals


Behind-the-scenes look at case study sites


Identification of different methods of interpretation





Lessons to Learn


How different places employ archeology and interpretation to meet their missions


Gain perspective on different scales, themes, funding levels at different parks


How different interpretive techniques are chosen for different archeological research projects


How parks design interpretive programs for different “publics”






















































































Monocacy National Historic Battlefield, Maryland


(Photo courtesy of Paul A. Shackel)





“A broader interpretation of the archeological significance of the Best Farm allows for the preservation of much more than the battlefield. The agricultural history of the early American frontier, early railroad construction techniques, prehistoric lifeways, and evidence of Maryland’s French connection are potentially part of Monocacy National Battlefield’s archeological resources…..In the future, the park may be the only place in the area where these kinds of archeological resources remain intact.”


-Martha Temkin, 2000








Aerial view of Battlefield showing the boundaries of the Best Farm


(Photo courtesy of Paul A. Shackel)












































“Although the physical remains of the city have disappeared, its story and legacies continue.”


-    from the Historic St. Mary’s City website
































Excavations at St. Mary’s City


(image courtesy of the Historic St. Mary’s City Website)





Reconstructed Native American settlement at�St. Mary’s City


(image courtesy of the Historic St. Mary’s City Website)








“Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum owes its very existence to archaeology.  Mrs. Patterson was excited by the dozens of archaeological sites present on her farm, and wanted to see them preserved, so she donated the property to the State.  The mission of the new park was to explore the history of the people who have lived in this region for the last 12,000 years.”


-from the Jefferson Patterson�Park & Museum website








“Our research means nothing if we don't share our discoveries with the public. We do this through books and reports which are for sale at the Visitor Center, through public lectures, and perhaps most importantly, through our Public Archaeology Program. This program allows volunteers to help archaeologists excavate an actual site, or to work with artifacts in the MAC Lab. If you like to feel the past in your hands, JPPM is the place to be!”


-from the Jefferson Patterson�Park & Museum website


























“It is impossible to tell the fascinating stories of the people and families of over 100 Washington communities and our regional neighbors within the confines of four walls.  In fact, the District of Columbia is itself a museum, with neighborhoods as its galleries and people and buildings as its exhibits.


-from the Historical Society of Washington, DC website








“My name is Nellie Starr. My native place is Baltimore, State of Maryland. I have been in Washington City, D.C. since a week before Christmas.  I am about nineteen or twenty years of age. I am not married.  I have known John Wilkes Booth about three years; he was in the habit of visiting the house where I live kept by Miss Eliza Thomas, No. 62 Ohio Avenue in the City of Washington. The house is one of prostitution.”


-part of Nellie Starr’s statement to the police on April 15, 1865





(The house is a stop listed in Washington Underground: ARCHAEOLOGY IN DOWNTOWN WASHINGTON, DC: A WALKING AND METRO GUIDE,�by Barbara Little, 2003)





























DC City Museum at Mount Vernon’s Square
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