NPS Systemwide Archeological Inventory Program

Executive Summary

The NPS Systemwide Archeological Inventory Program (SAIP) is a long-term, systematic research effort designed to locate, evaluate, and document archeological resources in units of the national park system. It seeks to:

· Determine the nature and extent of archeological resources in park areas; 
· Record, evaluate, and nominate eligible resources to the National Register of Historic Places; and 
· Recommend appropriate strategies for conserving, protecting, preserving, managing, and interpreting the resources.

Systemwide minimum requirements, standards, and priorities are set forth in the National Park Service’s Systemwide Archeological Inventory Program booklet published in 1992. The program is tailored to each region or park cluster through region-wide or cluster-wide archeological inventory plans that describe and assess the status of archeological inventories in the region's or cluster's parks and establish long-term strategies and priorities for conducting inventories. Plans are reviewed every five years and, as needed, updated and re-approved by the Regional Director.

Proposed archeological inventory projects are described briefly in region-wide or cluster-wide archeological inventory plans and entered into the NPS Project Management Information System (PMIS) as a requirement for funding. 
Many funding sources are available within the NPS for archeological inventory projects including Challenge Cost-Share, Cultural Resource Preservation Program (CRPP) Base, CRPP SAIP, Cultural Cyclic Maintenance, Environmental Impact Analysis, Federal Lands Highway Program, Federal Lands Recreation Fee Enhancement, Fire Protection, Geographic Information Systems, General Management Plans, Line-Item Construction, Operation of the National Park System, Project Planning, Repair and Rehabilitation, Save America’s Treasures, and Volunteers-in-Parks.  In addition, projects may be undertaken with monies received, volunteer labor, and donated services from non-NPS sources.
As known archeological sites are relocated and previously unknown sites are discovered, information about them is recorded in the NPS Archeological Sites Management Information System (ASMIS) and that data is reported each May in an annual update to the Archeology Division.  Click on the In Depth ASMIS link for more information.

At the close of each fiscal year, the accomplishments of each funded project are reported in summary fashion using the Archeology Project Reporting Template (January 2006), which replaces all previously used reporting forms. When an archeology project has a PMIS record, the reporting template is entered into that record.  When an archeology project does not have a PMIS record, the reporting template is completed as a stand-alone document and submitted to the Archeology Division via email.  Parks and offices are asked to complete reports by October 31 of each year.
