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Session Abstract
One hundred years ago the 1906 Antiquities Act became federal law, providing the first legal mandate for protecting archaeological resources. Subsequently, the act has had a major impact on national and international heritage preservation legislation and practice.  This centennial occasion presents a flashpoint, an opportunity for reflection on how this legislation, and the public attitudes behind it, have shaped the country and also the anthropological profession and its practices.  What was the role of anthropology in formulating this act and related legislation that followed? How has the discipline of anthropology engaged with other institutions and audiences to fulfill the promises to protect cultural resources?  How have anthropologists collided (or colluded) with other groups having their own conflicting or collaborating interests?  What are the prospects for the future as we enter a new millennium?

This session brings together academic, private-employed, and government-employed professionals in a dialogue to consider these various angles.  The speakers explore the critical intersections engendered by the legacy of, and threats to, the premises of the Antiquities Act in the political, social, military, legal, and anthropological arenas on both national and international levels. Dangerous issues center on the conflicts among stakeholders (anthropologists, Native peoples, members of the public), politicians, and those responsible for creating and enforcing laws and the legacy of the act as it impacts future heritage management issues on a worldwide scale.
