
The NPS wayside exhibit hardware 
system is a collection of standard and 
custom extruded parts designed for 
maximum flexibility and consistency. 
The Wayside Planner application is 
the easiest way to specify and order 
wayside exhibit hardware.

Much of the hardware for a wayside 
project will most likely be considered 
standard. Ordering standard 
hardware comes with a default list of 
specifications which do not have to 

be included in your description. It 
is considered default.  If the project 
calls for anything outside these default 
specifications it is considered custom 
and must be specified or added to 
base description. 

Custom hardware may also require 
preliminary base drawings to guide 
the fabricator to create build-to shop 
drawings for review. Below is list of 
common standard hardware and their 
default specifcations. 

Page two includes sample 
base descriptions and a handy 
measurement guide. The complete 
manual of standard wayside exhibit 
hardware specifications is contained 
in the VIS Hardware Manual.  

http://www.nps.gov/hfc/pdf/waysides/vis_hard_

man_rev1.pdf 

Standard Specifications for Ordering NPS Wayside Exhibit Hardware National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior

Harpers Ferry Center
Media Development

D E F A U LT  S P E C I F I C AT I O N S  –  Do not specify on order

Angle Leg/Post Access Rail Access Rail Hardware Leg Attachment Mounting Depth Mounting Height

Low Profile 45 degrees 1/8” thick, 2x3-inch 
extrusion

top countersunk phillips head 
bolt and welded hex nut

aluminum (drive rivets), steel (pop rivets, 
include a pop rivet gun in your order)

30-36” (30” typical) 32” to the bottom 
rail from grade

Upright ---------

Bulletin Case 3/16” plexiglas window, painted black steel backer, double lock, key access from bottom rail

Kiosk includes roof which must be specified including design and material. If no roof is needed specify as quad, triangle, inline or offset, not kiosk

Wallmount 1/8” standoff C-channel vertical rails with slotted mounting holes

Trailside1 45 degrees 1/4” 18” 18”

Materials

• Painted Aluminum, Sand-blasted Aluminum
•  Weathering Steel, Stainless Steel, Galvanized Steel

The bulletin case frame is not available in steel. Galvanized steel is only
available for the leg posts or the trailside post. The frame and backing plate
will be sanded aluminum if galvanized steel is specified.

Multi-Panel Base 

Only specify the configuration, 
additional components, or custom 
elements. Additional components may 
include a changeable display unit, a 
brochure holder or accessory panel.

Hardware restrictions allow for stacking 
of only two frames. Bottom panel will 
have removable bottom rail.

see pg 2 for sample bases and descriptions.

Standard Paint (all paint is applied with a spatter coat finish)

NPS Dark Brown  
actual spec - Matthews MP63856 R91725

NPS Medium Gray
actual spec - (Matthews MP63850 R9125)
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WARNING
Bears in the Area

If you encounter a bear, your safety lies in letting 
the bear know you are not a threat:
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• Talk calmly to the bear.

• Stand your ground.

• Attempt to move away slowly, 
but if the bear follows stand your ground.

 

• By staying alert, calm, and tailoring your reaction to the bear’s 
behavior and species, you reduce the odds of a negative encounter.

• If the bear charges use pepper spray or just stand your ground.
   If a brown bear makes contact, play dead. 
   If a black bear attacks, fi ght back.

WARNING
Bears in the Area
WARNING
Moose in the Area

If you encounter a moose use caution:
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• Get behind a tree if approached.

• Never get between a moose cow 
and her calf.

• Change your hiking direction and make noise 
as you hike to avoid more encounters. 

• By staying alert and calm, you reduce the odds of a 
negative encounter.

• Attempt to move away slowly, 
increasing your distance between 
you and the moose
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¹Trailside or snakestake is the default trailside hardware. Barstock with traditional frame and backing plate is available but must be specified.

http://www.nps.gov/hfc/pdf/waysides/vis_hard_man_rev1.pdf


Sample Descriptions

1    36x24 low profile, painted aluminum,  
in-ground mount

36x24 Low Profile

Aluminum

In-Ground

NPS Dark Brown
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4    36x24 low profile, galvanized steel, 
60-degree, baseplate

36x24 Low Profile, 60-degree

Galvanized Steel

Baseplate
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2   24x48 upright, weathering steel,  
in-ground mount with fins

24x48 Upright

Weathering Steel

In-Ground with Fins
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3   36x24 wallmount

36x24

Sandblasted Aluminum

Wallmount
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5   36x48 upright, 4-sided kiosk, sandblasted 
aluminum   

36x48 Upright 4-sided kiosk with standing metal 
seam roof, stock color: (1) 36x48 Frame, (1) 
36x48 Bulletin Case,(1) 36x36 frame and 36x12 
frame, (1) 36x24 frame and 36x24 accessory 
panel with (6)-12x12 changeable display units.

Sandblasted Aluminum

In-Ground
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Quick Measurement Guide
A must have cheat sheet during a site visit. You 
can quickly determine the physical dimensions 
of any standard base informing decisions on 
location and accessibility requirements.

1- Frame Border width .75”
2- Leg width 2”
3- Frame thickness 1.75”
4- Mounting height 32”

5-  Common Cantilevered Base Dimensions   
(Width x Depth x Height)  
6x12 6 x 9 3/4 x 27 3/4  
24x18 28 1/2 x 14 3⁄16 x 46 3⁄16 

24x24 28 1/2 x 18 3⁄8 x 50 3⁄8 

36x24   40 1/2 x 18 3⁄8 x 50 3⁄8 
42x24 46 1/2 x 18 3⁄8 x 50 3⁄8 

5-  Common Upright Base Dimensions  
(Width x Depth x Height) 

24x36 28 1/2 x 3 x 68 1/2  
36x48   40 1/2 x 3 x 80 1/2 
 
  

NOTE:
-  actual panel dimensions are 1⁄8”under nominal size  

36x24 panel: 35 7⁄8 x 23 7⁄8 inches

-  full-frame width is always 1/2” larger than the nominal size 
36x24 frame: 36 1/2 x 24 1/2 inches wide

-  to determine the depth of a 45-degree cantilevered base, 
multiply the height of the panel including the frame by  
0.7 and add 1.23  
 
36x24 (24.5 x 0.7 + 1.23 = 18.38) = 18 3⁄8 inches  
 
60-degree base multiply by 0.5 and add 1.5  
36x24 (24.5 x 0.5 + 1.5 = 13.5) = 13 1/2

-  to determine the height of a 45-degree cantilevered base 
add 32” to the base depth  
 
36x24 (18.38 + 32 = 50.38) = 50 3⁄8 inches 
 
60-degree base multiply the height of the panel by 0.87 and 
add 0.875 and 32  
36x24 (24.5 x 0.87 + 0.875 + 32 = 54.19) = 54 3⁄16 inches
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6    Painted aluminum double in-line with  
accessories

Double in-line, (1) 36x48 upright, (1) 24x36 up-
right, (2) changeable display units

Painted Aluminum

In-Ground with fins

NPS Dark Brown

In addition to a verbal decription, visually describe your base by including a base thumbnail drawing. The more custom your base the more critical the drawing.


