NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
THEME STUDIES
What are theme studies?
Theme studies are researched documents that help identify potential new National Historic Landmarks and potential new units of the National Park System, all of which must be evaluated to be of national significance.  In order to make the case for national significance, a theme study most provide the necessary national historic context so that national significance may be evaluated for properties that are related to this theme. They provide a comparative analysis of properties associated with a specific area of American history, such as the fur trade, women’s history, Modern architecture, or labor history.
Theme studies are based upon research on the topic in primary and secondary sources. They must be academically sound and include footnotes and a bibliography.  The narratives should be concise and provide sufficient information to provide the reader with an understanding of the topic and the imprint of the topic on the material culture and physical places of the United States, including buildings, landscapes, engineering structures, and archeological sites.  Theme studies should focus on what information is needed to evaluate properties as being nationally significant and should not include everything that is known about a topic.  
Who mandates theme studies and how are they prepared?
Some theme studies are mandated by Congress, while others are determined by the National Park Service, and generally are prepared under cooperative agreements or contracts with other governmental entities or private organizations.  In the development of theme studies, partnerships with the academic community, independent scholars, and others knowledgeable about the subject at hand are encouraged.  Other organizations and agencies may prepare theme studies in order to provide the basis for evaluating the significance of historic places.  
How are theme studies used?
Theme studies are used to evaluate historic properties because they provide a context from which the most appropriate properties within that theme are identified.  They may provide important background information for other research efforts.  They can be used to educate the public about the nation’s heritage through interpretive and educational programs.  
What are some of the more recent completed theme studies?
Several of the most recent completed theme studies include:
· “World War II and the American Home Front,” 2007
· “Civil Rights in America:  Racial Desegregation of Public Accommodations,” 2009
· “Civil Rights in America:  Racial Voting Rights,” 2009
Where can I find more information about theme studies?
Information about theme studies is available on the National Historic Landmarks website: www.nps.gov/nhl, click:  theme studies
