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LEICESTER B. HOLLAND PRIZE 2016
SINGLE-SHEET MEASURED DRAWING COMPETITION

HONORABLE MENTION AWARDED
2015 LEICESTER B. PRIZE ENTRY
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THE ST. JAMES' HOUSE WAS BUILT ON THE OUTSKIRTS

OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA AROUND 1768-69.

EARLY RECORDS ASSOCIATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE BUILDING WITH JAMES MERCER, A LOCAL LAWYER,
'WHO PURCHASED THE PROPERTY FROM FIELDING LEWIS
AND GEORGE WASHINGTON.

A MUTUAL ASSURANCE POLICY FROM 1808 PROVIDES THE
FIRST KNOWN PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING
DESCRIBING 1T AS A "20'X26' WOOD FRAMED DWELLING
COVERED IN WOOD." ALSO NOTED ON THE POLICY AREA
NUMBER OF AUXILIARY STRUCTURES ALIGNED IN A LINEAR FASHION

ALONG CHARLES STREET, INCLUDING A NEARBY WOOD FRAMED KITCHEN

TO THE NORTH. IN 1847, A FIRE DESTROYED THE ORIGINAL KITCHEN WHICH
'WAS REPLACED THREE YEARS LATER BY THE CURRENT BRICK KITCHEN,

NOW ENCAPSULATED BY A NUMBER OF LATER ADDITIONS. FIRE AGAIN
RAVAGED THE BUILDING IN 1870 DESTROYING THE CONNECTION BETWEEN
THE ORIGINAL DWELLING HOUSE AND THE BRICK KITCHEN. THIS
CONNECTOR WAS RECONSTRUCTED IN THE LATER-19TH CENTURY AND
REMAINS TODAY, ALTHOUGH LATE-20TH CENTURY MODIFICATIONS,
PARTICULARLY TO THE KITCHEN HAVE ALTERED ITS INTERIOR

APPEARANCE. DESPITE THESE CHANGES THE ORIGINAL DWELLING HOUSE
STILL RETAINS MUCH OF ITS' INTEGRITY FROM THE MID-18TH CENTURY
MAKING 1T UNIQUE AMONG FREDERICKSBURG DWELLINGS. TODAY THE
BUILDING 1S MAINTAINED BY THE WASHINGTON HERITAGE MUSEUMS.
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Judging Criteria:

Drafting

Composition

Depiction of significant features
Field records

Dimensioning and annotation

Awards:

Preservation Architect, the
online newsletter of the AIA
Historic Resources Committee,
will publish the winning
drawing, and the winner will
receive a $1000 cash prize and a
certificate of recognition. Merit
awards of $500 may also be
given to select drawings.

Sponsors:

American Institute of Architects
Library of Congress

National Park Service

Paul Rudolph Trust

Submission Deadlines:
31 May 2016 - Entry forms
30 June 2016 - Completed entries

2015 Leicester B. Holland Prize Honorable Mention: St. James’ House (HABS No. VA-1508), Fredericksburg, Virginia. Teresa Boegler, Delineator.

The Leicester B. Holland Prize is an annual competition that recognizes the best single-sheet

measured drawing of a historic building, site, or structure prepared by an individual(s) to the SIPAR
standards of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS), Historic American Engineering 3
Record (HAER), or the Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS). The prize honors Leicester -

B. Holland, a founder of HABS and the first curator of the Library of Congress HABS collection.

For further information visit: www.nps.gov/hdp/competitions/holland.htm



