
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) was
created in 2000 to document our country's dynamic
landscapes. Much progress has been made in identifying
cultural landscapes but more is needed to document these
designed and vernacular places.  
 
For the 6th annual HALS Challenge, we invite you to
document modernist landscapes unique to your region of the
country. During the mid-20th century, landscape architects
responded to the regional environment using design as an
agent of social change, creating human scale space, modern
forms, and sculptural compositions, which were intended to
be experienced rather than simply viewed.  
 
The designs of renowned modernist landscape architects like
Church, Eckbo, Kiley, Halprin, and Rose face developmental
threats despite growing national awareness.The lesser known
works of many other regional designers must be documented
to encourage their preservation.  
 
Robert E. Marvin, fondly referred to as the father of Southern
landscape architecture, designed landscapes that celebrated
the unique regionalism of the South Carolina low country, and
Guy Greene, a pioneer in desert landscape architecture in
Tucson, founded the University of Arizona’s landscape
architecture program. Which modernist landscape architect
shaped your region? 
 
Many modern landscapes remain in all 50 states, but they
may be unnoticed, their significance  unappreciated. People
from every state are hereby challenged to complete at least
one HALS short format history to document these rapidly
vanishing and often overlooked resources. Preservation
Through Documentation! 
 

Short format histories* should be submitted to HALS at
the National Park Service no later than July 31, 2015. For
more information, contact Chris Stevens, 202-354-2146,
Chris_Stevens@nps.gov 

Cash prizes** will be awarded to the top 3 entries. See
next page for tips. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2015 HALS Challenge 
Documenting Modernist Landscapes

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Southwest Waterfront, HABS DC-856, Washington, DC 

Historic American Landscapes Survey

Skyline Park, HALS CO-1, Denver, CO 

Fleming Garden, HALS CA-43, Berkeley, CA 

“How do you design an environment where man can 
grow intellectually…a total environment that 

encourages and develops the self expression of 
every individual in it?” 

–Robert E. Marvin 

* HALS Short Format History guidelines, brochure and digital template may be downloaded from the HALS website: 
www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm 
** Winners will be announced at the HALS Subcommittee meeting at the 2015 Annual ASLA Meeting and Expo in Chicago.  
Employees of the National Park Service, American Society of Landscape Architects, and Library of Congress may submit  
HALS Short Format Historical Reports, but are ineligible for prizes. 



2015 HALS CHALLENGE: DOCUMENTING MODERNIST LANDSCAPES 
JUDGING AND RATING SCALE 

 
 
Judging 
The jury will consist of historians from the NPS HABS/HAER/HALS programs.  
 
Rating Scale (100 POINT MAXIMUM + up to 5 point BONUS 
 

Appropriate Statement of Significance and Site History (20 Point Maximum) 
 

Appropriate Physical Description of Landscape (20 Point Maximum) 
 

Clarity and Supporting Nature of Graphic(s) and Caption(s) Accompanied by Signed Copy(s) of 
HALS Release Form as Necessary (20 Points Maximum) 

 
Depth of Research and Proper Citations/Sources (20 Points Maximum) 

 
Overall Quality and Clarity of Writing (20 Points Maximum) 

 
Bonus Points (5)  
Measured/Interpretive Drawings and/or Large Format Photography to accompany the history 

 
 

TIPS REGARDING THE HALS SHORT FORMAT HISTORY TEMPLATE  
AND THE HALS COPYRIGHT RELEASE FORM 

 
Please do not stray from the formatting supplied in the HALS Short Format History Template. This digital template 
is intended to maintain consistency among all donated HALS short format historical reports and simplify the process 
for you. The template is a table, and you may enter text and graphics in the appropriate cells. You may insert rows as 
necessary depending on the amount of graphics/captions. There is no need to add “section breaks.” Please delete the 
provided instructions from the template as you go.  
 
Please submit your final report(s) in MSWord Format (not PDF). If your file is too large for email please use a 
service like Google Drive, Hightail, or make arrangements with the HALS office to use the NPS ftp site.  
 
The HABS/HAER/HALS collection is in the public domain, therefore, the authors/delineators, although given credit 
for their work, do not retain copyright. Completed copies of our HALS Release and Assignment Form(s) must 
accompany all donated HALS histories to cover the historian (author) and all accompanying graphics, if any. Blank 
copies of our Release and Assignment Form are provided on page 3 of the digital HALS Short Format History 
template as well as in Appendix A of the HALS Guidelines. At least one signed copy of our copyright release must 
accompany each submission. Additional signed copies of our release form will be required for graphics not clearly 
in the public domain. Example: Graphics from federal government sources such as USGS or the National Archives 
are typically copyright free, while graphics from private libraries are typically not. Some sources such as Google and 
Sanborn will not release copyright. For more information about copyright and public domain: 
www.cr.nps.gov/hdp/standards/copyright.htm  Materials must be copyright-free to be included within the Library of 
Congress collection. If signed copies of our copyright releases cannot be obtained for graphics, the graphics may 
still be referenced and described in the text with their repository source named. A thoroughly written analysis may 
be even more useful to readers than a copy of historic graphic itself.  
 
If you have any questions about how to use the template or copyright issues please contact Chris Stevens , NPS-
HALS, chris_stevens@nps.gov 
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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Documenting Landscapes of the New Deal 2014 Results 
& 

New 2015 HALS Challenge: 
Documenting Modernist Landscapes 

HALS News 
Release

The Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) was created in 2000 as a federal program to document historic landscapes in the 
United States and its territories. Documentation is critical to preserving these significant sites for the benefit of future generations. 
Like its companion programs, the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) and the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), 
HALS produces written and graphic records used by educators, land managers, and preservation planners as well as the general 
public. The National Park Service (NPS) administers the planning and operation of HALS, standardizes formats and develops 
guidelines for recording landscapes, and catalogs and/or publishes the information when appropriate 
(www.nps.gov/hdp/standards/halsguidelines.htm). The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) provides professional 
guidance and technical advice for the program through its Historic Preservation Professional Practice Network. The Library of 
Congress (LOC) accepts and preserves HALS documents, furnishes reproductions of material, and makes records available to the 
public (www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/). 

Results of the 5th annual HALS Challenge were announced at the HALS Meeting of the Denver, CO ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo 
on Saturday, November 22, 2014. Congratulations to the winners! Sponsored by the National Park Service, cash prizes were 
awarded to the top 3 submissions. This challenge resulted in the donation of 47 impressive HALS short format historical reports and 
6 drawing sheets and 4 sets of large format photographs to the HALS collection. 

2014 HALS Challenge: Documenting Landscapes of the New Deal, Sponsored by HALS-NPS 
1st Place: Allegheny National Forest, CCC Camp ANF-1, Duhring, PA, HALS PA-25, by Ann E. Komara, ASLA, 

Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture, with assistance from Susan Martino, Jennifer L. Thomas, 
et al - MLA Students, College of Architecture and Planning University of Colorado Denver. 

2nd Place:  Mount Tamalpais State Park, The Mountain Theater, Mill Valley, CA,HALS CA-107, by Douglas Nelson, 
ASLA, Principal, RHAA Landscape Architects. 

3rd Place:  Mount Greylock State Reservation, Lanesborough, MA, HALS MA-2, by Pamela Hartford, Jean 
Cavanaugh, Allison Crosbie, ASLA, & Marion Pressley, FASLA, Pressley Associates Landscape 
Architecture/Site Planning/Urban Design. 

Honorable Mentions: The Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, and Ohio HALS reports listed below. 

The other 44 wonderful short form history entries for 2014 included: University of Montevallo-Montevallo, AL; The Tucson Plant Materials Center-
Tucson, AZ; Tumacácori National Historical Park-Tumacácori-Carmen, AZ; Phoenix Historic Homesteads-Phoenix, AZ; Prescott Armory Historic District-
Prescott, AZ; Colossal Cave Mountain Park-Vail, AZ; South Mountain Park, Entry Complex-Phoenix, AZ; Kinishba Ruins-Vicinity of Fort Apache, AZ; 
Alvarado Park-Richmond, CA; Griffith Park Zoo-Los Angeles, CA; Oakland Municipal Rose Garden-Oakland, CA; Temescal Regional Recreation Area-
Oakland, CA; Tule Elk State Reserve-Buttonwillow vicinity, CA; Macedonia Brook State Park, CCC Road-Kent, CT; Fort Clinch State Park-Fernandina 
Beach, FL; Highlands Hammock State Park-Sebring, FL; Ravine Gardens State Park-Palatka, FL; Florida Caverns State Park-Marianna, FL; O’Leno 
State Park-High Springs, FL; Gold Head Branch State Park-Keystone Heights, FL; Hillsborough River State Park-Thonotosassa, FL; Myakka River State 
Park-Sarasota, FL; Torreya State Park-Bristol, FL; Ala Moana Park-Honolulu, HI; Fullersburg Woods Forest Preserve-Oak Brook, IL; McDowell Grove 
Forest Preserve-Naperville, IL; York Woods Forest Preserve-Oak Brook, IL; Gum Springs Recreation Area-Winnfield, LA; Itasca State Park, Headwaters 
of the Mississippi River-Park Rapids MN; Cooper River Park-Pennsauken Township, NJ; Eastern New Mexico State Park-Portales, NM; Everett Forest 
Tree Nursery-Peninsula, OH; Doubling Gap Dam-Lower Mifflin Township, PA; North Park-Allison Park, PA; Poinsett State Park-Wedgefield, SC; Table 
Rock State Park-Pickens, SC; Edisto Beach State Park-Edisto Island, SC; Lake Greenwood State Park-Ninety Six, SC; Lake Hiddenwood State Park, 
The National Youth Administration (NYA) Park Walls-Selby vicinity, SD;  Gregory Buttes Stone Steps-Gregory, SC; Molstad Lake Park-Mobridge vicinity, 
SD; Park Road 4-Burnet vicinity, TX; Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest, CCC Terraces-Fruit Heights, UT; Guernsey State Park-Guernsey, WY 

The HALS office is continuing the challenge again in 2015 with a new theme, Documenting Modernist 
Landscapes. Short format histories should be submitted to HALS at the NPS no later than July 31, 2015 (c/o 
Chris Stevens, 202-354-2146, Chris_Stevens@nps.gov). Sponsored by HALS, cash prizes will again be 
awarded to the top three submissions. Results will be announced at the Chicago 2015 ASLA Annual Meeting 
and Expo during the HALS Meeting. Good luck and thank you for helping to preserve American landscapes!  

 
 

For Immediate Release - November, 22 2014 

Paul Dolinsky, 202-354-2116, paul_dolinsky@nps.gov 

Chris Stevens, 202-354-2146, chris_stevens@nps.gov 
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1
st
 Place - Allegheny National Forest, CCC Camp ANF-1, Duhring, PA, HALS PA-25, by Ann E. 

Komara, ASLA, Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture, with assistance from Susan 
Martino, Jennifer L. Thomas, et al - MLA Students, College of Architecture and Planning 
University of Colorado Denver. 

Ann Komara and Maureen Cameron accepting the award from Paul Dolinsky, Chief of HALS, at 
the 2014 HALS Meeting at the annual ASLA Meeting and Expo in Denver.  

2
nd

 Place - Mount Tamalpais State Park, The Mountain Theater, Mill Valley, CA,HALS CA-107, 
by Douglas Nelson, ASLA, Principal, RHAA Landscape Architects. 

Douglas Nelson accepting the award from Paul Dolinsky, Chief of HALS, at the 2014 HALS 
Meeting at the annual ASLA Meeting and Expo in Denver.  

3
rd
 Place - Mount Greylock State Reservation, Lanesborough, MA, HALS MA-2, by Pamela 

Hartford, Jean Cavanaugh, Allison Crosbie, ASLA, & Marion Pressley, FASLA, Pressley 
Associates Landscape Architecture/Site Planning/Urban Design. 

Marion Pressley accepting the award from Paul Dolinsky, Chief of HALS, at the 2014 HALS 
Meeting at the annual ASLA Meeting and Expo in Denver.  

Honorable Mention - Arizona New Deal Landscapes:The Tucson Plant Materials Center HALS 
AZ-11; Tumacàcori National Historical Park HALS AZ-12; Phoenix Historic Homesteads HALS 
AZ-13; Prescott Armory Historic District HALS AZ-14; Colossal Cave Mountain Park HALS AZ-
15; South Mountain Park, Entry Complex HALS AZ-16 & Kinishba Ruins HALS AZ-17, by Aaron 
Allan, Gina Chorover, Jim Coffman, Helen Erickson, Caryn Logan Heaps & Jennifer M. Levstik 
with University of Arizona Student Team Members: Ismat Ayman Abdulhamid, Jeff Braun, 
Megan Brooks, Alexis Cardenas, Rebecca Caroli, Cannon S. Daughtrey, Deryn Davidson, 
Jonathan Dugan, Allison Dunn, Elondra Ome Eichenberger, Cristina Urias Espinoza, Starr Herr-
Cardillo, Brianna Lehman, Steven Santillan, Barry Price Steinbrecher, Stephanie Stiscia & 
Cortney West and Arizona State University Team Members: Jasmine Ballard, Corinna Barber,  
Jordan Buckley, Dallen Olsen, Peter Price,Christine Seime & Erin Torchia. 

Helen Erickson and Brianna Lehman accepting the award from Paul Dolinsky, Chief of HALS, at 
the 2014 HALS Meeting at the annual ASLA Meeting and Expo in Denver.  

Paul Dolinsky, Chief of HALS, Ann Mullins, CO/WY HALS Liaison, and Helen Erickson, AZ 
HALS Volunteer, chat at the HALS Booth while a visitor browses the online HALS collection  at 
the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/) in the ASLA Commons area of the 
annual Expo. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/
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