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Hawai`i Volcanoes  NEWS RELEASE       
 
April 3, 2008 
 

Opening of Jaggar Museum Area Remains Dependent on Air Quality 
 
 
 

Starting today, visitors are again allowed to drive and 
hike as far as Jaggar Museum as long as trade 
(northeast) winds persist and air quality monitoring 
shows that sulfur dioxide concentrations are within 
tolerable limits. 
 
Under favorable air quality conditions: 
 

• The Jaggar Museum building will be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• The Jaggar Museum overlook and restrooms will 
remain open 24 hours a day. 

• The Jaggar Museum Bookstore, operated by the 
Hawai`i Natural History Association, will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Gasses, ash, and spatter billow out of the new 

crater within Halema`uma`u crater. 
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Weather – like an active volcano – is unpredictable. 
 
The current increase in sulfur dioxide emission rates from Halema`uma`u means that SO2 concentrations in 
the air can reach hazardous levels for areas downwind of the crater. 
 
A change in wind direction and speed could necessitate a closure of Jaggar Museum and the surrounding 
area at any time. 
 
 
 
 


