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Hawai‘i Volcanoes  NEWS RELEASE  
   
May 24, 2007
Earthquake Shakes Kilauea
Visitors Advised to Stay Back from Edge of Halema`umau Crater
This morning, earthquakes centered on Kilauea’s upper east rift shook the summit of the volcano.  According to USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory scientists, a 4.7 earthquake was recorded at 9:13 a.m. followed by a 4.1 aftershock at 9:33 am. 

The park remains open and there are no reports of apparent damage.

But visitors are warned to be especially cautious when venturing out on the Halema‘uma‘u Trail near the crater.  

According to Superintendent Cindy Orlando, “We are asking visitors and Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners to observe the rope boundaries and signs at Halema‘uma‘u and not approach the crater’s edge.”

One visitor who was at Halema‘uma‘u Overlook at the time of the earthquake reported to rangers that he witnessed a collapse of part of the crater wall.  Visitors at Volcano House Hotel reported seeing dust clouds rising over the crater at about the same time.  
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Maintenance workers Herbert Botelho and Rick Ganigan place Hazardous Area signs near the rim of Halema`uma`u Crater. NPS photo by Park Ranger Jay Robinson






















