 (
Release date:
Contact(s):
Phone number:
e-mail
) (
 
Hampton celebrates National Park Week in Grand Style!
) (
410-823-1309  phone
410-962-2500  fax
http://www.nps.gov/hamp
 
) (
Hampton
 National Historic Site
535 Hampton Lane
Towson, MD 21286
) (
Immediate
Vince Vaise
410-962-4290 Ext. 201  
Vince_vaise@nps.gov
) (
Hampton
 
News Release
)
 (
Hampton National Historic Site will be celebrating National Park Week in a big way from April 19-25, 2015.  A weeklong series of events will highlight the history of Hampton NHS, involve exciting activities for kids
,
 and focus on how and why it became a unit of the National Park Service.  Many of these events are made possible by the Maryland Humanities Council.
  “Hampton has been called Baltimore County’s best kept secret
,
 and it’s time we let that secret out. It is Baltimore County’s only National Park unit. It has stories that are nationally significant, that relate to conservation of both cultural and natural treasures
,
” says Chief of Interpretation Vince Vaise.
Ducking Dog Day!
  April
 19, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Members of the Ridgely family of Hampton were avid duck hunters.  Chesapeake Bay Retriever dogs were their favored pet.  Come see Retriever dog
 demonstrations as their trainers explain what it takes to make a well-disciplined hunting dog.  Come watch decoy carvers practice their art.  See 
 special displays about duck hunting in Maryland from the Havre DeGrace Decoy Museum.  It will be a blast!
The Paint
ing that saved a Mansion   April
 20,  10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Join NPS Historian Scott Sheads as he tells the story of how a famous portrait in the mansion led to the preservation
 of Hampton as a National Park s
ite. This 40-minute presentation blends humor and history with historic preservation.  A mansion tour follows each program. 
Noted portrait photographer and filmmaker, Bill Hayward, will be filming and photographing for his book, documentary film, and traveling exhibition 
Patriot Acts 
at 
McHenry
 
National Monument
 and Historic Shrine on 
March 24-26, 2006
.  
With the physical and national legacy of 
Fort
 
McHenry
 as the background, 
Hayward
 has issued an 
open invitation
 to Baltimoreans to come to the fort to be photographed and filmed and to make their marks on the subject of what it means to be a patriot today.                       .
Fort
 
McHenry
 is the first stop in 
Hayward
’s 
Patriot Acts 
journey to ten historic sites throughout the nation this coming year, where he will continue to create unique, “amazing and enticing portraits.” 
Richard Merkin, Vanity Fair. 
In these public portrait events, subjects, in conversation and collaboration with 
Hayward
, use a bucket of paint, brushes and an unlimited supply of large-scale photo studio background paper to create their own personal setting of text and/or image that reflect their thoughts and beliefs of what it means to be a patriot in 
America
 today.
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Grounds, Gardens and Historic Landscapes   April 21,  10:00 a.m.
Join the NPS team for a special tour of the grounds and gardens of Hampton at 10:00 a.m.! Discover what made Hampton’s formal gardens renowned during the Nineteenth Century.  The tour will include rare trees, visits to the garden outbuildings, and insights into how the historic formal garden was restored.  Discover what Frederick Law Olmstead and the Ridgelys had in common! 

Planting a Legacy . . . Earth Day at Hampton   April  22,   10:00 a.m.
Celebrate Earth Day as the NPS staff plants Holly trees and other species on the grounds of Hampton National Historic Site. A number of the plantings will be the native species that once flourished on the Ridgely estate.  Following the planting ceremony NPS specialists from the Frederick Law Olmstead Center will give a special presentation about Hampton’s cultural landscape report. This report, representing six years of intense study, sets forth a master plan for restoring the site’s grounds back to their historic appearance.   A special tour comparing the Mansion’s modern geothermal heating/cooling system to the use of spring water in cooling the original 1790s dairy building will be given after the program.  

Making Contacts with the Visitor – the Opening of the Visitor Contact Station   April 24, 10:00 a.m.
Join elected officials, students, and the park staff for the grand opening of the Visitor Contact Station, Collection Storage Building, and dedication of the new parking lot! The ribbon-cutting will take place at 10:00 a.m.  

Arts and Crafts Day at Hampton!  (Where Art meets History)  April 25  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Explore the worlds of art and crafts at Hampton National Historic Site on April 25 as we host the student & teacher art exhibition and showcase historic preservation skills with demonstrations by specialist from the Historic Preservation Training Center (HPTC).  HPTC will be highlighting their skills in woodworking and stone masonry. 
Funded and promoted by Historic Hampton Incorporated, the art exhibition showcases artwork such as paintings and sculpture inspired by Hampton National Historic Site.   
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