Time Line of Hampton

Directions: use the Hampton timeline to review events in the history of the site and compare to events in American history.

1745 - Colonel Charles Ridgely buys approximately 1500 acres of land known as "Northampton". 

1760 - Colonel Ridgely deeds 2,000 acres to the

youngest of his two sons, Captain Charles Ridgely.

1762 - Northampton Furnace begins operation.

1776 - Northampton Furnace supplies cannon, round shot and grapeshot to the American army.

1783 - Captain Charles Ridgely begins construction of Hampton.

1790 - Construction on Hampton is completed.

Captain Charles Ridgely dies and his nephew, 

Charles Ridgely Carnan becomes the second Master of Hampton…but to do so, he must change his name to Charles Carnan Ridgely.

1812 - John Ridgely (son of Charles Carnan Ridgely, later to become third Master of Hampton) in the militia. Northampton Furnace may have sold cannons to outfit American privateers.

1815 - Charles Carnan Ridgely is elected to 

the first of his three one-year terms as 

Governor of Maryland.

1829 - Charles Carnan Ridgely dies. His will 

provides that many of his slaves should be freed.

His son, John, and his wife, Eliza, become the third  Master and Mistress of Hampton, buying new slaves to replace those freed. Northampton Furnace closes around this time.

1864 - The Maryland Constitution abolishes slavery in Maryland, all Ridgely slaves are freed.

1867 - John Carnan Ridgely and Eliza Ridgely die. His son, Charles Ridgely, and wife, Margaretta, become the fourth Master and Mistress of Hampton.

1872 - Charles Ridgely dies. John Ridgely becomes the fifth Master of Hampton. Margaretta continues to help manage the estate until her death in 1904.  

1902 - Helen Stewart Ridgely (wife of John) revises the formal garden design so the grass walks are mowed by horse-drawn mowers instead of by hand.

1938 - John Ridgely, Jr. becomes the sixth Master of Hampton.

1945 - Painting "Lady with A Harp" of Eliza Ridgely (painted in 1818 by Thomas Sully)  is purchased by National Gallery of Art. Copy now hangs in Hampton's Great Hall.

1948 - The National Park Service acquires Hampton and 43 surrounding acres as a National Historic Site
