I am the Architect of My Community

Objective:  Learn the history of Romare Bearden and themes in his artwork.  Explore African American community life from the antebellum period to the 1930s.  Students will create a collage reflecting community life within their own neighborhoods.  

Grade Level:  4th-12th

Subjects:  Social Studies, Political Science, U.S. History, Economic, Geography, Elements of Culture, Visual Arts; Art History, Creative Thinking & Expression, Color & Form

Activity:  Prior to visiting Hampton National Historic Site, read and discuss with students Romare Beaden’s biography and view images of his collages.  Compare and contrast what life would have been like for African Americans during slavery and the Jim Crow era at places like Hampton NHS and Baltimore City to African American life in the Baltimore metropolitan area currently.  

From the late 1700s to emancipation in Maryland (1864), Baltimore had the largest percentage of “free” African Americans in the US.  By 1904, about half of the city’s African American population lived in Old West Baltimore-a neighborhood that encompassed what The Baltimore Book describes as the “most prominent of Baltimore’s black citizens, substantial group of modest renters, and the poorest of the city’s working class.”[footnoteRef:2]  How does this description differ from the students’ neighborhoods today? [2:  Royster-Hemby,Christina.”Street of Dreams: Pennsylvania Avenue was once the center of Black life and culture in Baltimore-Can it be again?”CityPaper.com.http://www2.citypaper.com/news/story.asp?id=9603 (accessed January 29, 2012).] 


Ideas for collage:

· Safety: How is safety kept in your neighborhood?  Are there police stations or fire departments?
· Environment:  How is the environment kept clean? Are there gardens, trees, or animal friendly areas?
· Recreation:  Where do children play? Are there parks or playgrounds?
· Economy: Where do people work? Where do people shop?
· Government: Where do town politicians meet? Is there a town hall?
· Transportation:  How do people get around? Are there sidewalks, streets, bridges, metros, public transportation?
· Art and Culture:  How do people in your community experience the arts? Are there art galleries, theaters, murals, or museums?
· Education: How do people in your town receive education? Are there schools, libraries or universities?

Materials: Recycled newspaper and magazines, painted paper, fine art paper, home décor/gardening magazines, print outs of historical photos of Baltimore City and County, and images of Bearden’s art work.

*Hampton NHS will supply glue, construction paper, scissors, fine art paper, painted paper, copies of historical photos and images of Bearden’s work.  Please ask students to bring in old magazines from home and bring them to Hampton NHS on the day of the field trip.

Duration:  30 minutes while at Hampton NHS.  

*Hampton NHS reserves the right to keep and/or photograph some of the students art work so it can be placed on display either on the site or on our blog.  The art work may be returned upon request.

Suggested Reading

The Baltimore Book. Baltimore has a long, colorful history that traditionally has been focused on famous men, social elites, and patriotic events. "The Baltimore Book" is both a history of 'the other Baltimore' and a tour guide to places in the city that are important to labor, African American, and women's history.
The Block by Langston Hughes, Romare Bearden, Bill Cosby. Thirteen poems about the New York City neighborhood of Harlem are teamed with the collage painting, The Block, a celebration of the bustle of Harlem, from the corner grocery store to the local Baptist church.
Web Sites
National Gallery of Art:Romare Bearden Art Activities http://www.nga.gov/education/classroom/bearden/#
“The Story of Eatonville Florida,” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v+26fYL1ED24






