CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT – 2009
To comply with federal regulations of the Safe Drinking Water Act, Haleakalä National Park is publishing this annual report each July.  It describes our drinking water source, quality and efforts made to insure safe, high quality drinking water for our customers.  Most of the content of this report is required by regulation, and will be presented in as clear and understandable manner as possible.  The park does not hold regular meetings on system operations.  Persons who wish to submit questions, comments or suggestions concerning this report or drinking water at Haleakalä National Park can direct them to:  Peter R. Kafka, Maintenance Division, 808-572-4421,fax # 808-572-4428 or email: peter_kafka@nps.gov
Because the vast majority of our customers are only in the Park for a few hours and come from all over the world, it would be impractical to mail this report to everyone.  Copies of this report will be available at Park headquarters and at the visitor center in Kipahulu, electronically by request from peter_kafka@nps.gov or by mail upon request by writing: 

Haleakalä National Park



         attention: CCR

P.O. Box 369

Makawao, HI  96768

THE SOURCE

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) can include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, wells and rain.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

· Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

· Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.

· Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.

· Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

· Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

Many park visitors ask, “Where do you get your water from?  Do you pump it 7,000-10,000   feet up the mountain?  Do you have wells?”  Providing high quality safe drinking water for    the large numbers of visitors at the park is not an easy task, and it has required a good deal      of innovation and ingenuity.

Haleakalä National Park prides itself in providing some of the purest, cleanest drinking water in the State of Hawai’i.  The source of this water is rain falling above the 7,000-ft. elevation of Haleakalä.  It is collected directly, before it touches the ground by a water catchment system that is dedicated for that purpose.  From this catchment the water is stored, filtered, chlorinated and distributed to park housing, offices, campgrounds and visitor facilities.  A Source Water Assessment document was completed and is available for review.  Contact Peter Kafka, Maintenance Supervisor, at the above phone number.
MONITORING

Drinking water, including bottled water may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Some people may be more vulnerable to substances found in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  Environmental Protection Agency/Center for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Lead in Drinking Water and its Effects on Children
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  Haleakalä National Park is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  Haleakalä National Park monitors for regulated and unregulated contaminants in its water according to EPA and State of Hawai’i regulations and time tables.  

IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS

· Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:     The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLG’s allow for a margin of safety.

· Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL:     The highest level of a contaminant, which is allowed in drinking water.  MCL’s are set as close to the MCLG’s as feasible using the best available treatment technology.

· Part per million; part per billion (ppb):     These units describe the levels of detected contaminants.  One part per million is about 1/2 of a dissolved aspirin tablet (162.5 mg) in a full bathtub of water (about 50 gallons).  One part per billion is about one dissolved aspirin tablet (325 mg) in a typical 25-meter swimming pool (about 100,000 gallons).

· Action Level:     The concentration of a contaminant, which, if exceeded, triggers treatment, or other requirements, which a water system must follow.

· Picocuries per liter or pCi/l:     A measure of radioactivity.

RESULTS OF MONITORING

Test results  indicated that drinking water at Haleakalä National Park met or surpassed State of Hawai’i and federal drinking water standards for all regulated and unregulated contaminants.  The following chart indicates the levels of detection for several regulated contaminants resulting from those tests.

Unregulated contaminants are those for which EPA has not established drinking water standards.  The purpose of unregulated contaminant monitoring is to assist EPA in determining the occurrence of unregulated contaminants in drinking water and whether future regulation is warranted.

REGULATED CONTAMINANTS

	Contaminant
	MCL
	MCLG
	Highest Level Found
	Range
	Violations
	Typical Source
	Date

	Gross Beta
	50 pCi/l
	0
	3  pCi/l
	N/A
	NO
	Decay of natural deposits
	December 2005

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trihalomethanes
	80 ug/L
	N/A
	8.0 ug/L
	N/A
	NO
	Disinfection byproducts
	June 2008

	Haloacetic Acids
	60 ug/L
	N/A
	2.7 ug/L
	N/A
	NO
	Disinfection byproducts
	June 18, 2008

	Inorganic metals: cadmuim
	0.005mg/L
	N/A
	0.0002mg/L


	
	No
	Galvanized pipe
	August 13 2008

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


