 DIET: Nectar-and insects

Brrds of Haleakala Natmnal Park

Dzd you know tkat many vzsztors tcLHawaz i w:ll not see a smgle Hawzman b:rd?

The natzve birds of Hawar i are some of the rarest and most beautxful in the world. Cressmg a mmxmum of 2500 miles- of
ocean to get to. Hawai‘i, the few bird species that survived the j journey evolved into many new species of birds found -
nowhere else in the world. However, at least 50% of the native birds of Hawai‘i have been ‘driven to extmctxon ‘and of
those left, many are listed as endangered or threatened. Since people arrived in Hawai‘i; most of the native forest has beén
removed or over-run by non-native plant species. Non-native bird species, introduced by people, have adversely impacted
native bird populations through disease and competition for food and habitat The mtroducnon of non-nanve predators such :
as rats, cats, and mongocses has also taken a high toll. o - _ ; : :

I-Iere at Haleakala some native birds still survive where they can be observed in one of the few remaining areas of thexr
natural environment. The more common native Honeycreepers, which are listed below, can sometimes be v1ewed by takmg -
a short nature walk on the Hosmer Grove trail through a mix of native and non-native vegetatlon :

Red Honeycreepers

‘Apapane

STATUS/RANGE: Abundant in the native ‘ohi‘a forest on Haleakala

DESCRIPTION: The chest and back of ‘apapane are crimson. White
"underpants” below the tail are. visible during flight and dzstmguxsh _

this bird from the ‘T*iwi. ’I'he wings, tail, and shghtly curved bﬁl are black -

" AN INTERESTWG FACT. These small birds are easy to spot because o
their wings make a dxstanctwe whirring sound during flight. - _

 STATUS/RANGE: Commcn in native forests above 4000 . on Haleakala S P
. DESCRIPTION: The ‘I‘iwi has black wings with a whlte patch on the inner W B
feathers. This small, bright vermillion red bird has a unique long, curved,
salmon or yellow colored bill enabling it to easily suck flower necfar
DIET: Nectar of ‘ohi‘a trees, tubular flowers, and insects

" AN INTERESTING FACT: ‘T'iwi feathers were used extens:vely

in Hawatian feather-work resulting in depletion of the bird’s population.

Yellow - _Green Honeycreepers :

STATUSIRANGE Common in naﬂve forests above 4000 ft. on Haleakald.
DESCRIPTION: The males are yellow-green with darker backs. The
females are not as colorful. The ‘amakihi has a slightly curved bﬁl :
and a distinctive dark band over the eye.. Lo
'DIET: Nectar, insects,.and fruit. = =~ ™ I
AN INTERESTING FACT: Because of rts dark eye-mask" people
sometimes ¢all ‘amakihi the "Zorro bird". .

‘Alauahlo . Maui Creeper iy

STATUSIRANGE. Common.: Found only on ] Haleakala above 4500 ft
DESCRIPTION: The males are yellow-green above, lemon yellow below, with a -
yellow forehead and face. The females are more drab This bn‘d is somenmes
described as a small, green, flying butterball, - o -

DIET: Insects gleaned from vegetation ' o -
AN INTERESTING FACT: This small, curious, understory bird likes to creep
-around the lower branches of trees and shrubs looking for food. -




3 Ground-Nestmg Blrds
Nene Hawauan Goose ' ' - - e
 STATUS/RANGE: Endangered. Found on Haieakala between 6000 and 8000 ft._ :
DESCRIPTION: The neng resembles a small- Canada Goose. It has a :
buff-colored neck with dark furrows, a black head and nape and a.
gray-brown body. Neng bllls and feet are black and the feet are only
. partially webbed.
" DIET: Berries, leaves, ﬂoWers, and seeds from natzve plants
AN INTERESTING FACT: By the 1950’s the néns were gone from Haleakala.
In 1962 local Boy Scouts carried the juvenile n8né into the "crater" in backpacks
in the hopes of rebuilding the popuiaﬂon Despite the program and continued =
efforts there are fewer than 200 nén& in the Park today because of the harsh
environment and predation by mtroduced mammals such as mongoose and rats.
WHERE CAN I SEE A NENE?. You can occasmnally spot néns at Park .
Headquarters. They can sometimes be seen at various roadside overlooim or

on-an § mile (12.8 km) roundtrip hike to Holua cabin, “Néng are very fnendly, ‘
please do m)t be drawn in by theu' lack of fear and DO NOT feed the ené.

Pueo Hawaiian Short—eared Owl '
STATUS/RANGE: Endangered. Found in the open shrubland areas of Haieakaia .

DESCRIPTION: The body of the pueo is brown and buffy white, streaked with

darker brown, It has yellow eyes and a black bill. Its legs and feet are feathered.

DIET: Small rodents and insects

AN INTERESTING FACT: Pueo are most active at dawn and dusk and are often

seen at Haleakald on cloudy days soaring overhead. 'I'hey are generally silent,

but occasxonally call w1th a mufﬂed«bark

"Ua‘u Dark-mmped Petrel . S P
STATUS/PANGE: Endangered Now restncted to nestmg in rocky chffs

on Haleakald zhove 8000 ft. " _
DESCRIPTION: This medium size bird has a dark gray head back and o
wings. The underside of the bird is white. Its bill is black and its '

faet are pink anc ‘black. : :

I\IET Sqmd crustaceans, and fish

AN mawme FACT: The ‘Ua‘u spends a large part of its life at sea” -~ -
and is hardly seen when not in the nesting colony. Consequently, these birds -
were assumed extinct until they were re-discovered at Haleakald in the late
1970°s. Their presence in the nesting colony is obvious from their haunting-
cries audible only at night. Listen for them wmle campmg in the wxldemess -
area of Haleakala ' - ‘ o

Commmrx Non—Natwe Blrds

(‘hukar
QTATUSIRANGE- Common in pasture and’ shrublaud above 1000 ft Oﬁen
~‘séen walking along the Park road. -
- DESCRIPTION: This medium s1zed bzr.d is grey-brown above and llghter
* beneath. Its flanks are sttlped It has black bands from eye to h"east )
_ and a red beak and legs.- N
'DIET: Grass, seeds, and bernes B '
AN INTERESTING FACT: Chukars: were mtroduced from Asia and
' Eastem Europe in 19‘23 :

Ring-Necked Pheasant

STATUS/RANGE: Common in pastures and open shrubland on Haleakala.
DESCRIPTION The males have a green head, red wattles, white neck ring,
“"and their bodies are mostly brown with patches of speckles . and ‘other
coloration. The females are brown w1th a pale breast and shorter ta11

DIET: Seeds and berries . . '

7~ AN INTERESTING FACT: Pheasants were mtroduced to Hawai‘i i from Asia

) in: 1865 They react noisily, by squawkmg loudly, when dlsturbed ({
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