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Join us on Saturday, April 14, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, rain or shine, to clean up the shoreline of the Potomac River. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and River and Trail Outfitters, BTI Whitewater and River Riders staff have two Potomac River clean-up sites planned for this day. They are:





Potoma Wayside, across from the intersection of Hwy. 340 and Rte. 671.  Please meet/park in the gravel lot      upstream and across the highway, next to the gas station.  Debris will be collected along the Potomac shoreline in a concentrated location.  Debris will be hiked up a short, yet steep bank from the cleanup site.





Potomac Street Extended, meet in the train station parking lot.  Debris will be collected along the shoreline of the Potomac River and carried to the edge of Potomac Street (extended).  This portion of the cleanup includes a 2 mile hike along the shoreline to pick up debris. 





It is recommended that all volunteers wear long pants and boots and be prepared to get dirty. Trash bags will be provided.  Please bring work gloves and refillable water bottles for your drinking water.


	


This annual event, sponsored by the Alice Ferguson Foundation, is the largest single watershed cleanup in the region and a unique cooperative effort of federal, state, county and city governments working with a variety of groups and concerned citizens. Last year, volunteers participated at sites in DC, WV, VA and MD hauling away 290 tons of trash from the tributaries and shoreline of the Potomac River. The drainage basin of the Potomac includes more than 100 tributaries and covers more than 14,000 square miles in West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Washington D.C.





Why have a watershed cleanup? Rivers are a symbol of the health of our community.  What does it say about us when we allow trash to line the river shoreline and lodge in streambeds? Last year´s haul included: tons of recyclables, plastic bags, over 80 tires, bicycles, shopping carts, metal and plastic barrels, TVs and refrigerators! How did most of this trash get there? As water washes down our sidewalks and streets and into storm drains, the runoff carries with it whatever is in its path. Storms then dump the water into nearby drains and tributaries, or directly into the river itself. Some people intentionally dump anything they don’t want into the rivers!


	


Join the fun and share the good feelings that come from doing your part to help clean the Potomac watershed and to protect the Chesapeake Bay. We all live downstream. Join us on April 14th. It's time to take out the trash!  





For more information about the clean up at Harpers Ferry, contact Samantha_Zurbuch@nps.gov or 304-535-5017.  For information the day of the event, call the park Information Center at 304-535-6029.











VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 24th ANNUAL RIVER CLEANUP 
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