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Miners and Sappers: The U.S. Engineer Corps





Harpers Ferry NHP News Release








Harpers Ferry National Historical Park


P.O. Box 65


Harpers Ferry, WV 





304-535-6748 phone


304-535-6244 fax





On Saturday and Sunday, August 23rd and 24th, from 11:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will present a special program, Miners and Sappers: The U.S. Engineer Corps, highlighting the work of the engineers of the Civil War who helped fight and win the war using shovels, picks and surveyor’s tools.  





During the American Civil War, Harpers Ferry was a hub of activity.  Wagons and trains pulled through the river gap, across a series of bridges and engineering marvels, carrying much needed supplies to federal troops.  In the fall of 1862, when the stakes of the war were the highest yet, engineers toiled on roads and entrenchments around Harpers Ferry preparing federal defenses against the bulk of General Robert E. Lee’s army.





Visitors will be given the opportunity to learn about earthworks and defensive positions from the volunteers of  Wrigley’s Regiment of United States Engineers living history group.  Visitors can witness how Union soldiers constructed various defensive positions.  Defense during the war ranged from the gruesome, such as the Chevaux-De-Frise, a type of anti-cavalry obstacle made from sharpened poles; to the practical bombproof shelters made of gabions, wicker baskets filled with dirt.  Engineers filled the crucial role of fording rivers and crossing bodies of water using pontoon bridges and impromptu trestles for railroads and personnel alike.





Volunteer living historians from the 20th Maine Medical contingent will be on hand to discuss the aftermath of battle and the second engineering marvel of dealing with the refuse of war and the wounded men that combat inevitably produces.





Maps and charts were the most important tool a military commander had at his disposal during the Civil War.  Visitors will be invited to take part in a special living history workshop, Cartographers, Engineers, and Builders to WAR!  where they can learn to make civil war era maps and copy their own using light sensitive paper of the 19th century.  Join the members of the engineers to make and take your own map. The workshop, running from 3-4 p.m. each day, is limited to 10 participants.  The cost to participate is $5.00  





For additional information on the event, or to pre-register for the workshop, call the living history office at (304) 535-6063.
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