[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE













Harpers Ferry National Historical Park


P.O. Box 65


Harpers Ferry, WV 





304-535-6748 phone


304-535-6244 fax





Release date:


Contact(s):


Date:








Immediately


Main Street Office 304-535-1862


September 25, 2006








Harpers Ferry NHP News Release











Walk to Virginius Island - This is a stroll to the industrial ruins of the island.





 Hike Harpers Ferry will also provide information about other hikes in the local area for those who prefer self-guided hikes. 





Hike Harpers Ferry is sponsored by Harpers Ferry Main Street, a 501(c)-3 organization dedicated to the historic preservation and economic revitalization of Harpers Ferry. Main Street has partnered with several other organizations to present this event, including Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy. 











The public is cordially invited to Hike Harpers Ferry, a special event on Saturday, September 30, 2006 in the park.  This event, for hikers of all ages and levels of experience, shows off the many opportunities for walking and hiking in and around Harpers Ferry.  





Hike Harpers Ferry will include guided hikes on roads and trails around the town of


Harpers Ferry. In addition, there will be special displays in the park’s main tent on the park green on Shenandoah Street.  Exhibitors include the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, Harpers Ferry Main Street and Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.  Activities and displays begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 5 p.m. 


 


Harpers Ferry is located at the junction of two very popular mid-Atlantic hiking trails--the C&O


Canal towpath, which extends184 miles from Washington, D.C. to Cumberland, Maryland, and the Appalachian Trail, which runs 2100 miles from Georgia to Maine. Both trails are included in several of the guided hikes. If you choose to hike on your own, there are dozens of opportunities for self-guided hikes on the C&O Canal towpath, the Appalachian Trail, and several other “blue-blazed” trails that originate in Harpers Ferry or pass nearby.





Guided hikes include:


Maryland Heights - This guided hike is rated strenuous. It includes stops at the Civil War Naval Battery, and at the rocky overlook, a favorite view of the town of Harpers Ferry, and for those who would like to go higher,  a hike to the top of the mountain to the 19th century ruins of the Stone Fort.  Experience breathtaking views of the convergence of 2 rivers, 3 states and countless crossroads in history. 





Jefferson’s Rock - This hike is rated moderate and begins at the park green.  Take in the view that caused our 3rd President, Thomas Jefferson, to note, the view is worth a voyage across the Atlantic.





Hike to Upper Town - This hike is rated moderate. This hike will visit the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.
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