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The Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is proposing to control gypsy moth populations this spring in areas of the Park where defoliation is expected to occur. The proposal is based on a Biological Evaluation of Gypsy Moth completed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Biological Evaluation of Gypsy Moth, dated September 2008, reports gypsy moth populations at the Park are healthy, building and sufficient to cause 141 acres of defoliation in 2009.  





Defoliation caused by gypsy moth caterpillars stresses and weakens trees leaving them more susceptible to secondary infections and infestations and other cumulative impacts. Direct and indirect stresses of gypsy moth infestation weaken and eventually kill some forest trees. This in turn would have adverse effects on water quality, wildlife and habitat, rare plants, visitor use and experience, safety, the cultural landscape, and wildland fire fuel load. The purpose of the proposal is to prevent or minimize these adverse affects to the environment by reducing gypsy moth populations and providing foliage in the park. 





The public is invited to direct concerns or comments regarding this proposal to the park's Natural Resources Department. You can call the Resource Management Specialist at (304) 535-6770, send an email to dale_nisbet@nps.gov, or write to him at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, P.O. Box 65, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. Comments should be received by March 4, 2009. 





Following the receipt of comments, an environmental assessment will be prepared describing the alternatives considered to control gypsy moth and their environmental impacts. A press release will be issued when the draft assessment is available for public review.











Harpers Ferry Park Proposes to Control Gypsy Moth in 2009








National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior




















page 2












