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The 2009 Gypsy Moth Suppression Program Draft Environmental Assess�ment for Harpers Ferry Park is avail�able for public review from March 13 to April 13. It is available on the park’s website at http://www.nps.gov/hafe/parknews/newsreleases.htm. Bound copies are also available at the park’s headquarters in the Morrell House on Fillmore Street in Harpers Ferry, at the Harpers Ferry Town Hall on Washington Street, and at public libraries in Harpers Ferry-Bolivar, Brunswick, Maryland. and Charles Town, WV.


Based on a biological evaluation completed last fall by the U.S. Forest Service, gypsy moth populations are sufficient to cause light defoliation on the southern portion of Loudoun Heights, the U.S. Forest Service recommends treating 141 acres.


The purpose of the program is to pre�vent or minimize adverse effects to the environment by reducing gypsy moth populations and protecting tree foli�age. The proposed alternatives include a no-action alternative (Alternative 1) and four action alternatives (Alterna�tives 2-5). Alternative 4 is the preferred alternative. It includes one application of Gypchek®, which is specific to gypsy moth and does not affect native butterflies and moths. 


The NPS encourages the public to review the Draft EA and submit com�ments as follows:


By email to Dale_Nisbet@nps.gov or by writing to the Superintendent, Harpers Ferry NHP, P.O. Box 65, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. Comments will be accepted until April 14, 2009. 


If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Dale Nisbet, Harpers Ferry NHP at (304) 535-6770.
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