Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Unveils Long-awaited General Management Plan

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (NHP) announces the availability of a Draft General Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement for the national historical park.  Following four and a half years of study, the plan is now ready for public review.

A general management plan is the document that will guide park management and development for the foreseeable future, in this case 15-20 years.  Similar to a master plan for a community, it provides a vision and broad framework within which the park will manage cultural and natural resources, identify appropriate types and levels of visitor activities, and determine the extent of facility development needed.  Incorporated into the general management plan is an environmental impact statement describing the effects of actions proposed in the plan.

More than 3,800 copies of the document are being mailed to the park’s mailing list.  Additional copies are available for review at the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar, Charles Town, WV; Lovettsville, VA; and Brunswick, MD libraries; the Harpers Ferry NHP headquarters (485 Fillmore Street), and at National Park Service, National Capital Region, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., Washington, DC  20242.  The document is also available on the internet at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/hafe and comments can be made directly to the website.

Along with the release of the Draft General Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will be conducting public meetings to explain the plan and to answer any questions the public may have.  These are scheduled for:

September 23, 2008, 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the upper classroom of the Mather Training Center, 51 Mather Place, Harpers Ferry, and

September 25, 2008, 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the C. W. Shipley Elementary School on Route 340, Harpers Ferry.

The plan will be on review for a period of 60 days following publication of a notice in the Federal Register.  Comments and questions should be received no later than November 1, 2008.  Send written comments to Acting Superintendent, Harpers Ferry NHP, 485 Fillmore Street, P.O. Box 65, Harpers Ferry, WV  25425 and e-mail comments to HAFE Superintendent@nps.gov. 

